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Frequently one hears reference to North Dakota the "iso la tion ist  
s t a t e . "  Indeed, North D akota 's vociferous opposition to World Wars I 
and II and its Senator Gerald P. N ye's investigations of the munitions 
industry a ll  warrant the description of North Dakota as an iso lation ist 
s ta te .  But what of the cold war period when the enemy was Asiatic 
rather than European? This study of the first year of the Korean War is 
an attempt to determine what North Dakotans thought about fighting a 
war in A s ia .
The press which had been divided over the involvement of the 
United States in earlier wars now uniformly supported America's involve­
ment. It is  not surprising that a majority of the individual c itizen s 
writing letters opposed the war. Support for the war among individuals 
came mainly from large c i t i e s ,  e sp e c ia lly  Fargo and Grand Forks. 
Opposition to the war was voiced by small town c it ize n s  and farmers 
writing poorly constructed le t te rs .
Although North Dakotans again proved to be iso la tion is t  in the 
first year of the Korean War they opposed the war not so much because 
they thought it was fostered by eastern financiers and industrialists to 
make a profit as  was the ca se  prior to World War I - -b u t  because
v i i
"subversion" in the State Department due to "ineptitude" and "bungling" 
had committed American soldiers to an Asian land war which North 
Dakotans felt they could not win and one in which they did not belong.
v i i i
CHAPTER I
THE INITIAL COMMITMENT TO HALT AGGRESSION
At the Cairo Conference in 194 3 the United S ta te s ,  the United 
Kingdom, and the Republic of China agreed that Korea should become 
free and independent. Later, at the Potsdam Conference in July, 194 5, 
the pledge was reaffirmed. The Soviet Union subscribed to this pledge 
when war on Japan was declared August 8 , 1 9 4 5 .*
At the c lo se  of the war the United States proposed that all 
Japanese troops north of the 38th parallel surrender to the Russian 
occupationary forces and those south of the paralle l, to the United 
States fo rces .  On September 9 , 1945 this proposal was carried out. By 
th is  action a political barrier was estab lished  which severed the pre­
dominantly industrial north from the primarily agricultural so u th .2
On December 2 1 , 1945 the United S ta te s ,  the Soviet Union, and 
the United Kingdom decided that a provisional government should be 
estab lished  in Korea to serve both the northern and southern se c to rs .
■'"U.S. , Department of S ta te , The Record on Korean U nification , 
Pubn. No. 7084 (1960), p. 4 .
^Ibid. ,  p . 5.
1
2
A Joint Conference made up of delegates  from the United States and the 
Soviet Union was estab lish ed  to aid in carrying out th is  agreement. 
Negotiation between the two powers conducted between January 16,
1946 and August 2 6 ,  1947 proved be both exasperating and futile . 
Whereupon the United S tates  laid the whole issue of Korean independence 
before the second regular se ss io n  of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations on September 17, 1 9 4 7 .°
Subsequently the United Nations General Assembly accepted a pro­
posal for the establishm ent of a n ine-nation United Nations Temporary 
Commission on Korea. The commission was to have travel privileges 
throughout Korea for the purpose of observing e le ct io n s  designed to 
choose representatives who would constitute a National Assembly. This 
National Assembly would then be free to es tab lish  a National Govern­
ment of Korea. The Commission met for the first time in Seoul in early 
January, 1948. However, the Soviet commander denied the Commission 
entrance to northern Korea.^
The Commission supervised a free e lectio n  in the southern sector 
of Korea on May 10, 1948. The representatives e lected  there convened 
as  a National Assembly three w eeks la ter . The United Nations recog­
nized this Government of the Republic of South Korea on December 12,
^ Ib id . , pp. 6 - 7 .
^Ibid. ,  pp. 8 - 9 .
3
1948. In the northern sector a Supreme Council was e lected  on 
August 2 5 ,  1948 which subsequently proclaimed the Democratic People 's  
Republic of Korea on September 9 ,  1948.^
Throughout 1949 and the spring of 1950, o ccas io n a l skirmishes 
occurred, however, nothing serious enough to have provoked a North 
Korean a ttack . About 4 :00 A .M . , Sunday, June 2 5 ,  19 50 , forces of 
the Democratic Peop le 's  Republic of Korea crossed the 38th parallel and 
attacked the Republic of Korea. At the request of the United S ta te s ,  the 
United Nations Security Council met at two o 'c lo ck  that afternoon at 
Lake S u c c e s s ,  New York and adopted a resolution. It declared that the 
action constituted "a breach of p eace"  and, called  for the "immediate 
ce ss a tio n  of h o s t i l i t ie s " ;  and called  upon the authorities of North 
Korea to "withdraw forthwith their armed forces to the thirty-eighth 
p ara lle l .  " The resolution further requested the United Nations Com­
m ission on Korea,
(a) To communicate its  fully considered recommendations on the 
situation with the leas t  possible  delay;
(b) To observe the withdrawal of the North Korean forces to the 
thirty-eighth parallel; and
(c) To keep the Security Council informed on the execution of 
th is  resolution. ^
^Ibid. , pp. 9 -12  .
Roy E. Appleman, South to the Naktong, North to the Yalu 
(Washington: Office of the Chief of Military History, Department of 
the Army, 1961), p. 672 .
7
/Record on Korean U n ification , p. 93 .
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Finally the resolution called  on a ll  members to "render every a s s is ta n ce  
to the United Nations in the execution of th is  resolution and to refrain 
from giving a s s is ta n c e  to the North Korean authorities.
North Korean forces gave no indication of withdrawing acro ss  the 
38th paralle l. Accordingly, on June 2 7 President Truman ordered 
American sea and air units to support the Republic of Korea. He a lso  
deployed the United States Seventh Fleet to the Taiwan Strait to prevent
q
any action against Formosa. These orders were reported by President 
Truman in a Congressional speech announcing American military support 
of the Republic of Korea. It was the in itial American pledge of opposition 
to Communist aggression:
In Korea the Government fo rce s ,  which were armed to prevent border 
raids and to preserve internal security , were attacked by invading 
forces from North Korea. The Security Council of the United 
Nations called upon the invading forces to c e a s e  h o st i l i t ie s  and 
to withdraw to the thirty-eighth paralle l. This they have not done, 
but on the contrary have pressed the a ttack . The Security 
Council ca lled  upon a ll members of the United Nations in the 
execution of th is  resolution. In these  circum stances I have 
ordered United States air and sea forces to give the Korean 
government troops cover and support. ^
Only three hours after Truman's decision  to send American air and 
naval forces to Korea, the United Nations Security Council met at the
®Ibid. , p. 93 .
g
Allen S . W hiting, China C rosses  the Yalu: The D ecision  to 
Enter the Korean War (New York: Macmillan Co. , 1960), p. 4 8 .
^ Congressional Record, 81st Cong. , 2d s e s s .  , XCVI, 9228 .
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request of the United S ta te s .  The American ambassador Warren M. 
Austin proposed that the United Nations offer armed a s s i s ta n c e .  ^  The 
Security Council noted that the resolution of June 25 had not been 
respected by the North Koreans and recommended that "the members of 
the United Nations furnish such a s s is ta n c e  to the Republic of Korea as 
may be n ecessary  to repel the armed attack  and to restore international 
peace and security in the area .
On June 30 President Truman announced that he had authorized the
American Air Force to bomb sp ec if ic  c la s s e s  of targets in North Korea
wherever it proved m ilitarily n e ce ssa ry . He a lso  ordered a naval
blockage of the Korean coast  and ordered General Douglas MacArthur to
use certain  supporting ground units . These actions were in keeping with
the Security Council request for support to the Republic of Korea in
1 ?repelling the invaders.
The Security Council recommended on July 7 that the United States 
designate a commander for the United Nations forces and that all mem­
bers providing military forces place them under the control of the
^ "A ctio n  and an Empty Russian C h a ir ,"  N ew sw eek, July 10,
1950, p. 32 .
1 9 Record on Korean U n ification , p. 100.
^ U . S .  , Department of S ta te , A Historical Summary of United 
States-Korean Relations with a Chronology of Important Developments 
1834-1962 , Pubn. No. 7446 (1962), p. 2 1 .
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American o f f i c e r . ^  President Truman then named General Douglas 
MacArthur commander of United Nations fo rces .
In early action the United Nations and Republic of Korea forces 
suffered demoralizing se tbacks and severe lo s s e s .  After Seoul fe ll  in the 
early hours of the war, they gave ground stead ily . The a l l ie s  retreated 
below the Kum River and by July 17 had given up Taegon. 15 By 
September 14 the United Nations and South Korean forces had retreated 
to the Pusan beachhead in southern South Korea. ^  (See Figure 2 , 
p. 8 . )
On September 15, 1950 the United Nations forces made a su c­
ce ss fu l amphibious landing at the western port of Inchon. The Inchon
1 7landing was correlated with a counter-offensive at the Pusan perim eter.x 
The su cce ss fu l landing and counter-offensive led to the re-occupation 
of South Korea by the United N ations-led  forces and by late September 
a ll  of the area south of the 38th parallel was again in the hands of the 
United Nations fo rces .
North Dakotans reacted three ways to the in itia l United Nations
^ Record on Korean U n ifica tion , p. 101.
•^T. H. Fehrenbach, This Kind of War (New York: Macmillan 
Co. , 1963), p. 139 .
^Thom as A. B ailey , A Diplomatic History of the American People 
(New York: Meredith Publishing C o . , 1964), p. 821 .
^ W h it in g ,  China C rosses  the Yalu, p. 93 .

F i g .  2 ~ -  M a p  o f  t h e  F i g h t i n g . -  J u n e  -  N o v e m b e r ,  1 ^ 5 0
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commitment to halt communist agg ression . Most comment favored the 
commitment of American forces to the defense of the Republic of Korea. 
However, some of those favoring the action charged the Truman admin­
istration with ineptitude in foreign re la tio n s. Some other North Dakotans 
thought the decision  to halt communist agression in Korea was a m istake. 
Eight daily newspapers voiced support for the "police actio n . " The 
Fargo Forum was the first to comment. "What will happen may well 
depend on the determination with which the west fa ce s  up to the is s u e .
I O
The quick move of the Security Council was a wise first s tep . The 
Minot D aily News declared, "now we have acted boldly and resolutely 
in Korea. Our policy of refusing appeasement deserves respect and may 
get i t .  " The Mandan Daily Pioneer declared adamantly, "this step in 
Korea is  a declaration that the aggressions of the Communists against 
non-Communist nations will not be allowed to take the form of overt 
military action a cro ss  national boundaries. "^0
Three newspapers compared the communist agression in Korea to
^Editorial, Fargo Forum, June 27 , 1950, p. 16.
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Minot Daily N ew s, July 3 , 1950, p. 4 .
^ E d i t o r ia l ,  Mandan Daily P ioneer, July 6 , 1950, p. 4 .  The 
Valley City Times-Record published a cartoon showing a Russian bear 
standing on a rock labeled "Korea. " Behind the rock are others labeled 
"East Germany, " "Poland, " and "Hungary. " Beside these  rocks is  a 
sign stating, "World Conquest via Armed Diplomacy and Infiltration. " 
The heading at the top of the cartoon read s, "H asn't This Gone Far 
Enough?" Valley City Times-Record, July 7, 1950, p. 2 .
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that of Germany and Italy in the 1930 's .  In a Fourth of July editorial the 
Bismarck Tribune asserted  that "the fact that American troops are 
engaged in combat today in Korea indicates how dear Americans hold the 
liberties guaranteed them by the Declaration of Independence. " The 
writer added, "the fate of South Korea is  not to be that of Manchuria 
in 1937 [1931] , of Ethopia in 1936, of Spain in 1937, and of C zech o slo ­
vakia in 1939 and 1948. " On different days the W illiston  Daily Herald 
and the Valley City Times Record printed an identical unsigned editorial. 
Reminding readers of H itler 's  march into the Rhineland, M u sso lin i 's  
strike against Ethopia, and the Japanese invastion of Manchuria, its  
writer observed:
War is  not halted by encouraging an aggressor. It can only be 
prevented by the concerted demonstration of peace-loving peoples 
that aggression cannot su cceed .
Mr. Truman's d ecis ion  is  h is to r ic .  It may prove to be one of 
the great landmarks in the cause of world p e a c e .21
Of the mid-July editorials favoring the commitment only the Grand
Forks Herald advanced the domino theory. The Herald seemed convinced
th at, "had Russia succeeded in Korea . . . she would have struck again
and again until piece by piece she had spread her control to a ll  Asia and
2 2the far P ac if ic  is lan d s .
^ E d ito r ia ls ,  Bismarck Tribune, July 3 , 19 50 , p. 4; W illiston  
Daily H erald, July 6 , 1950, p. 6; Valley City Times Record, July 19, 
1950, p. 2 .
^ E d i t o r i a l ,  Grand Forks H era ld , July 12 , 1950 ,  p.  4 .
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The Jamestown Sun, in the face of defeat, made its  position c lear:
Our action in Korea, however short of its  goals thus far, is  a 
conclusive answer to a ll  doubters. We are pouring our sub­
stance and the lifeblood of our soldiers into a battle 7 ,0 0 0  
miles from home. To be sure, we need to do a great deal 
more, but our goals are right.  ̂3
The su cce ss fu l return to Inchon in mid-September brought further 
comment. The Bismarck Tribune in d iscussing the landing remarked: 
"The move te l ls  us a good d ea l.  It shows our military leaders are w ill­
ing to take big r isk s to shorten the Korean war and save l iv e s .
Perhaps encouraged by the Inchon s u c c e s s ,  the Tamestown Sun thought 
the commitment should be broadened:
Until the line is  firmly drawn everywhere, we can 't  claim we 
have dispelled possib le  ignorance in the Kremlin about our intent 
to r e s is t .  So le t 's  draw a big red pencil line of [on] the map from 
Korea c lear around to the B a lt ic .  And ship a copy air mail sp ecia l 
delivery to Joseph S ta lin , M o s c o w .^
Support for President Truman's action came from editors of weekly 
papers. A total of seventeen such papers approved of the joint United 
States-U nited  Nations ac tio n . Support began in June and continued 
throughout September, 1950. W eekly newspapers began commenting 
only four days after the United Nations called  for a Korean retreat. The
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Jamestown Sun, July 2 4 ,  1950, p. 4 .
O A
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Bismarck Tribune, September 2 1 ,  19 50, p. 4 .
O C
^Editorial, Jamestown Sun, September 2 5 ,  1950, p. 4 .  It is  
interesting to note that the Sun was the only daily paper to declare such 
a world-wide commitment to halt aggression .
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Bismarck Leader, the o ff ic ia l paper of the Nonpartisan League, thought,
"the te s t  had to com e, sooner or la ter , the lives that may be lost now,
in proving to the Communists we mean b u s in e ss ,  may save hundreds of
thousands of l iv es  la ter . A litt le  firmness today may prevent a World
war tomorrow. The Killdeer Herald was emphatic:
The U. S . has never run away from a fight. We can 't  afford 
to run from the communists. A showdown MUST come and perhaps 
the Korean war is  the precursor. We can 't  afford another war, 
but we can le s s  afford to let the communists continue to push us 
into a c o rn e r .27
The Hillsboro Banner declared: "Russia knows now that the UN means 
bu sin ess  in its  decision  to outlaw war and back those who are a ttacked . 
This decision will have far reaching results  and we fee l the cause of
o o
peace has been advanced. The editor of the La Moure C h ron ic le , 
after conducting a lo ca l survey, s ta ted , "along with the rest of the 
nation the general opinion [in La Moure] was 'if  it is  a showdown, le t 's  
accep t i t . '  A Great Northern switchmen's strike on the Minot branch 
line aroused the ire of the Divide County Journal's editor. Referring 
first to the strike and then to the North Korean invastion the Crosby 
editor critic ized  both at once:
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Bismarck Leader, June 29 , 1950 , p. 2 .
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Killdeer Herald, June 29 , 1950, p. 4 .
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Hillsboro Banner, June 30 , 19 50 , p. 2 .
^ E d i t o r i a l ,  La Moure C h r o n i c l e , June 2 9 ,  1 9 5 0 ,  p.  1.
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Now is  the time for a ll  Good Men to Come to the Aid of Their 
Country. . . . We should a ll  be behind President Truman and if 
it comes to W ar, we should be at the top of our e f f ic ie n cy . . . .
Our own American way of life  may be hanging in the b a lan ce . . . .
If one of those Communist dictators gets in the saddle, your right 
to strike and picket , . . . w ill go out the window forever.
One week later two editors denounced the communist aggression
and admonished their readers to remember Manchuria, Ethiopia, and
C zech oslo vakia . Referring to the aggression of the 1930 's  the
Normanden, the Norwegian language paper published in Fargo, believed
that "another catastrophe could be avoided. The world picture today is
different from what it was in those d ays. " "President Truman's aid is
bold and co n sisten t . . .  it means we have come of age as  a nation, "
declared Grafton's W alsh County Record. After referring to aggression
prior to World War II the editor remarked:
So at la s t ,  with the b itterness of those le sso n s  too recently 
of record to be forgotten or ignored we come to our own decision  
now to ca ll  for a showdown with the despots in the Kremlin beforeO I
it is  again too l a t e . 1
Rugby's Pierce County Tribune declared, "we have to make our stand
O O
sometime against R u ss ia . The W illiam s County Farmers Press was 
in virtual agreement: "Americans must be prepared to take strong 
measures if  they are to repel the spearhead of Soviet aggression . . .  in
30 Editorial, Crosby, Divide County Tournal, June 2 9 ,  1950, p. 7.
O I
•^Editorials, Fargo, Normanden, July 6 , 1950, p. 2; Grafton, 
W alsh  County Record, July 6 , 1950, p. 4 .
Editoria l ,  Rugby, P ie rce  County T r ibu ne , July 6 ,  19 5 0 ,  p.  2 .
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South Korea. "33
Two weekly papers commented in mid-July on the men who would 
be ca lled  into the armed fo rce s .  Referring to the men about to be drafted 
the Bottineau Courant remarked: "As much as each  of us d islike being 
assigned a job of this kind, it is  our duty, and as c it iz e n s  of th is  great 
country we must be willing to give a litt le  to keep enjoying so much. " 
After praising the soldiers from Minnesota and the D akotas, the 
Hillsboro Banner added, "we are freedom loving people here, we know 
what we are fighting for, and the records bear out that when the blue 
chips are down our young people always come through. "34
The favorable response to the President's  action continued from 
late July through early August. Again referring to the draft which was to 
take ten of Bottineau County's men in North D akota's first Se lective 
Service c a l l ,  the Courant editor reflected :
No one wants to be drafted. No one wants to see the boys 
leave for se rv ice .  Yet it is  the duty that must be done. That 
we go to serve our country is  to show our intentions to preserve 
our way of life  from d e s t r u c t io n .^
The editor of the Divide County Journal lamented the sad news of con­
tinued battlefield  re trea ts , but declared, "as  we ponder on th is  war
33 Editorial, W ill is to n , W illiam s County Farmers P r e s s , July 6 , 
1950 , p . 10.
^ E d i t o r ia l s , Bottineau Courant, July 12 , 1950, p. 2; Hillsboro 
Banner, July 14, 1950, p. 2 .
^ E d i t o r i a l ,  Bottineau Courant , July 2 6 ,  19 50 ,  p.  2 .
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problem the thought of co u rse , i s ,  that th is  may be IT, and before it is  
se tt le d , there w ill be a showdown as  to which way of life will su rv iv e--  
the Communist or the Free W ay. "36 Stan ley 's  Mountrail County Pro­
motor and F in ley 's  Steele County Press printed an editorial stating in 
part:
Our staff men found that his farmer friends were concerned 
as  deeply as  every American about the p ossib ility  of the Korean 
spark setting off another world holocaust. But, like most 
Americans, they cheered President Truman's bold decision for a 
showdown. One young farmer, an e x -G .  I .  expressed the popu­
lar view in th ese  words:
"You gotta put out a fire while its  sm all. "3?
Support in an o ccas io n a l editorial continued through September, 1950.
W ahpeton's Richland County Farmer- Globe tried to answer the question
that many drafted men were asking them selves: 'What are we fighting
fo r? '  Its editor declared adamantly, "there is  no question why we are
fighting. . . . We are fighting because we hate to stand by and see the
other peoples en slaved . " The W alsh County Record printed the same
editorial s ix  days la ter . 36 The same idea was advanced in two
editorials a few days la ter . Both the Napoleon Homestead and the
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Crosby, Divide County journal, July 2 7 ,  1950 , p. 4 .
o 7
E d itoria ls , Stanley, Mountrail County Promoter, August 3 , 19 50 , 
p. 2; Finley, Stee le  County P ress ,  August 3 , 1950, p. 2 . 3
3 8Editorials, Wahpeton, Richland County Farmer-Globe,
August 22 , 1950, p. 12; Grafton, W alsh County Record, August 28 ,
1950, p. 4 .  The Record acknowledged the Richland County Farmer- 
Globe for the editorial.
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Steele  Ozone declared, "we fee l that there must be a deep conviction 
on the part of Europe and America to develop a will to re s is t  with our 
whole military effort dedicated to the defense of our own lands and our 
own c iv iliza tio n . "^9
The Pierce County Tribune took a steadily  firmer stand. On 
September 7 , with America forces steadily retreating, the editor 
reasoned, "no matter how you look at i t ,  w e're getting ready for the big 
showdown with Russia . " One week later he became more exp lic it :
We can weep ourselves dry-eyed at the tragedy and insanity 
of w a r - -  . . . , yet the reality  of two alternatives [remains]; 
we pay the price for our freedom, or we don't and become sa lv es 
of the h eartless  monsters what [who] make the rules from the 
Kremlin. ^
The Mott Pioneer Press printed a eulogy for Corporal Wilmur 
P fie fle ,  a local man, killed in the war. After asking the readers if "you 
or I are worthy of the death of even one man who dies to preserve our 
way of l i f e ? "  the editor s ta ted , "our obligations are to defend our 
r igh ts , count our b le s s in g s ,  and to promote and shorten th is  conflict 
which is  piling up our debt to freedom. At the annual fa ll  meeting of 
the American Legion 's third d istrict held at Hampden, Commander Truman
^ E d i t o r ia l s , Napoleon H om estead, August 3 , 1950, p. 2; Steele 
O zon e, August 31 , 1950, p. 12.
^ E d i t o r ia l s , Rugby, Pierce County Tribune, September 7, 1950, 
p. 2; September 11, 1950, p. 2 .
4 * E d i to r ia l , Mott Pioneer P r e s s , September 2 1 , 1 9 5 0 ,  p.  2 .
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E. Risbrudt of Jamestown pledged the Legion's support of America's war 
e f fo r t . ^
42 Editorial, Langdon, Cavalier County Republican, September 28 , 
1950 , p. 9 .
Two newspapers carried a cartoon by "Chapin" and circulated by 
the Northwestern News Serv ice . The cartoon pictures a soldier in a 
trench who a sk s  the question: "Why am I fighting in this h e ll-h o le  in 
K orea?"  The answer given below was:
Because You are fighting for su rv iv a l!
Because You are fighting to save our liberty and your way of life  !
Because You are fighting against being enslaved by Soviet 
Communism and the police state  !
- -a n d  a l l  the rest of us who believe in freedom a r e , each in his 
small way, a lso  fighting with y o u ! ! ! !
W alsh County Record, September 18, 1950, p. 4; Bowbells 
Tribune , September 2 1, 1950, p. 2 .
Though not directly connected with the issu e  of halting agg ression , 
it is  interesting to note that several editors commented on the hoarding 
of commodities that they saw going on in their communities. A few of the 
editors thought hoarding in a time of c r is is  was unpatriotic. The most 
frequently hoarded item s, according to the ed itors , were sugar, automo­
bile t i r e s ,  nylons, and other sy n th etics . Although not a ll  the editors 
stressed  the idea that hoarding was unpatriotic, they opposed it none 
the l e s s .  According to one editor, "the war in Korea has made a lot of 
American c itizen s go 'nuts' so to speak. Funny isn 't  i t ,  when united 
effort is  needed to get a job done, such as winning a war, there are 
always those with a few dollars in their pockets who conceive the idea 
that they are not going to be among those who will be short of this or 
that because of rationing and other controls that may a r i s e , and start for 
the market place and buy more than they need—with no thought for the 
other fe llow --an d  hoard i t . "  Bowbells Tribune, August 3 , 1950, p.  2 .
See a lso  Killdeer H erald, July 2 0 ,  1950, p. 4; M ohall, Renville County 
Farmer, July 2 0 ,  1950, p. 2; New Rockford T ranscript, July 2 0 ,  1950, 
p. 9; Rugby, Pierce County Tribune, July 2 0 ,  1950, pp, 2 ,4 ;  August 3 ,
19 50 , p. 8; Minot Daily N ew s, July 2 5 ,  19 50 , p. 4; Wahpeton, Rich­
land County Farm er-G lobe, July 2 5 , 19 50 , p. 12; August 4 , 19 50, 
p. 12; Linton, Emmons County Record, July 2 7 ,  19 50 , p. 1; Steele 
O zon e, July 2 7 ,  1950, p. 2; Lisbon, Ransom County G a z e t te , July 2 7 , 
1950, p. 4; Mandan Daily P ioneer, July 2 7 ,  1950, p. 4; Oakes T im es, 
August 3 ,  1950, p. 2 .
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Several North Dakotans, in letters to their members of Congress 
and to new spapers, expressed their support to the commitment to halt 
agg ression . The same day that President Truman committed American 
troops a Fargo resident told Senator Young: "Our State Department has 
finally jumped into the breach [to] halt the Communist advance, and I 
hope that you w ill support it to achieve th is end. Blaming the 
Soviet Union for the North Korean agg ression , a Grand Forks man main­
tained th at, "Russia recognizes just one th in g -- th a t 's  fo rc e . You cant 
do b u sin ess  with anyone that has no m orals--that has no respect for 
the tru th--that has no relig ion. The hour is  la te .  "44 A Fargo lawyer 
and his wife lauded the United Nations commitment. "We do feel that 
our country has taken the right stand and that peace can only be 
achieved through the su cce ss fu l working of the United N ations. We 
fee l that it is important that an aggressor be stopped in a small war and 
thus possibly  prevent a world wide co n flic t .  A Belfield resident 
wrote to Senator Langer and sent a copy of his letter to the President.
"I recommend, " he sa id , "having the United Nations take over a ll of
4 ^George L. Thon to Milton Young, June 2 7 ,  1950. Young Papers. 
Orin G. Libby Manuscript C ollection , C hester A. Fritz Library, Uni­
versity  of North Dakota, Grand Forks, North Dakota. (Hereinafter 
referred to as Young Papers.)
4 4 C . W . Graves to Milton Young, July 12 , 19 50. Young Papers. 
[Underlining in original.] 45
4 5 Myron and Frances Bright to Milton Young, August 1, 19 50. 
Young Papers.
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Korea, making it one s ta te .  "46 A reserv ist  from Bisbee told Senator 
Langer:
I agree with a ll  the measures that the government is  taking 
to knock out the Communists. I think we should go after them 
tooth and nail t i l l  we get rid of them. I belong to the Organized 
Reserve Corps as do a few others here around Bisbee and I am 
ready to go at any time that they ca ll  me and I think the rest of 
the fellows feel the same w a y . ^
A Minneapolis resident, formerly a pastor in the Minot-Kintyre area , 
wrote to the Bismarck Tribune: "Today in Korea the story of willing 
service even to the laying down of life reminds us of how we ought to 
support with our prayers and soberness a ll  those who have gone to the 
front. "48 A former congressman from North Dakota a lso  wrote to the 
Tribune, "we have been manipulated into such a hot spot that we have 
got to win that war or become s lav es  to the most brutal forces on this 
earth. "48 Senator Young distributed a letter from a Grand Forks woman 
which he said was typical of the letters he receiv ed . "We know the 
torture our boys are getting . Get Amunition and supplies to our boys
4®Edward A. Kaisershot to William Langer, July 17, 1950. William 
Langer Papers, Orin G . Libby Manuscript C o llectio n , Chester A. Fritz 
Library, University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, North Dakota. (Here­
inafter referred to as Langer Papers.)
4 '’Kenneth C . Nelson to W illiam Langer, July 2 0 ,  1950 . Langer 
P ap ers .
4 ft“Richard J .  Knudsen, Letter to the Editor, Bismarck Tribune, 
August 12, 1950, p. 4 .
49charles R. Robertson, Letter to the Editor, Bismarck Tribune, 
August 2 4 ,  1950, p. 4 .
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in Korea! You go over! P . D. Q ! " 50 A Minot Air Force Sergeant told 
Young bluntly, " le ts  forget the gd p o lit ics  and win this war. A letter 
to the Bismarck Tribune from a Center resident declared that, "this is 
the beginning of that great contest between two mighty principles of 
government. "52 After the su cce ss fu l Inchon landing a Fargo resident 
suggested to Senator Young that the war be broadened:
Now that the Korean war or police action is  quickly coming to 
an end, we hope that you w ill do a ll in your power to see that a 
complete peace is  accom plished. Not only to the 38th parallel 
like some are now suggesting. L e t 's  get a ju st peace and punish 
the ones responsible for a ll  the deats [deaths] a tro c it ie s ,  e t c .  55
During August and September, 1950 , Representative Burdick and 
Senators Young and Langer received scores of le t te rs ,  postcards, and 
telegram s from their constituents concerning Universal Military Train­
ing which was then being debated in C ongress. This proposal was 
designed to provide a ready fighting force to meet em ergencies like the 
Korean "police ac tio n . " The Congressional proposals called  for at 
le a s t  six  months of training for every man between age seventeen and
"^Press R e le a se , Milton R. Young, August 30 , 1950. Young 
P ap ers .
^^s/Sgt. R. H. Doyon to Milton Young, August 1, 1950. Young 
P ap ers .
CO
Sherman M ick le , Letter to the Editor, Bismarck Tribune, 
September 9 , 1950, p. 4 .
c o
A. Hoffman to Milton Young, September 2 5 ,  1950. Young
Papers.
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twenty. ^  Most North Dakotans who wrote their members of congress 
favored the proposal. Correspondence from many members of the Ameri­
can Legion Auxiliaries asked that Universal Military Training be passed 
immediately. Most m essages were similar: "The members of the Legion 
Auxiliary want trained men if they must enter the se rv ice s .  The passage 
of th is ac t  may mean the difference between a victorious trained soldier 
or a name on a casu alty  l i s t .  Several newspapers published 
editorials supporting the id ea . One daily paper reasoned: "If the 
training program had been in e ffec t  these  five years [the years since 
World War II] perhaps Korea might not have happened, and that is  the 
most cogent argument of a ll  for a universal military training program 
until world conditions become e s ta b lish e d . One of the very few 
opposing the idea was Alfred Thompson of Rolette. He declared, "the 
brass hats together with a ll other m ilitarists are again displaying their 
lust for power and for empty honor. These vainglorious and deluded 
a rch -d ece iv ers  are again beating their drums for Universal Military
^ U n iv e rs a l  Military Training did not receive Congressional 
approval. On August 2 9 ,  1950, President Truman expressed his 
opposition to further debate as it would interfere with other leg isla tion  
which he wished considered, and because the system would be extremely 
co stly  to implement.
"’"’M rs. Herbert L. Engeller to William Langer, August 7, 1950. 
Langer P ap ers .
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Mandan Daily P ioneer, August 15, 1950, p. 4 .
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Training. "57
North D akota's three-man Congressional delegation a lso  com­
mented on the in itial commitment.®® Representative Usher L. Burdick 
observed privately on July 10, "we are now involved in military action 
in Korea and we are going to have to stick  together so that we can pull
C Q
out in the b est  possib le  condition. During an address in the House 
of Representatives on August 2 ,  Burdick declared:
^A lfred Thompson to William Langer, August 28 , 1950. Langer 
P ap ers .
Senator Langer received several letters from concerned parents.
A group of Langdon women told him: "We as parents, and we as c itizen s 
demand of you, our rep resentative, that if there is  any further drafting 
of our youth for military training that there be written into such b il ls  a 
provision that no alcoholic  beverages be served or sold in camps where 
th ese  youths a re ,  or any nearer then ten miles from such cam ps. "
M rs. Arnold Bratte et a l . , Langdon, to William Langer, August 7 , 1950. 
Langer Papers. See a lso  letters to Langer from M rs. Emma Egli, New 
Salem , August 5 , 19 50; Mr. and M rs. Leonard M cN eil, Hettinger,
August 9 ,  1950; M rs. Clare Stocking, Hettinger, August 14, 1950; and 
M rs. A. N. Lindsay, Fargo, August 27 , 1950. M rs. Stocking and M rs. 
Egli said they were members of the Women's Christian Temperance 
Union.
®®William Lemke the fourth member of the North Dakota delegation 
died on May 30 , 19 50 . Lemke's seat was filled in November by Fred G. 
Aandahl, the Republican candidate who won a seat in the House of 
Representatives. Elwyn B. Robinson, History of North Dakota (Lincoln: 
University of Nebraska P ress ,  1966), p. 4 6 9 .  All members of Congress 
from North Dakota were Republicans.
59usher L. Burdick to George Austin, July 10, 1950. Usher L. 
Burdick Papers, Orin G . Libby Manuscript C ollection , Chester A. Fritz 
Library, University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, North Dakota. 
(Hereinafter referred to as  Burdick Papers.)
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Since we are at war, regardless of the reasons why we are , 
the fact remains that our boys are being killed and wounded on 
the b a tt le f ie ld s .  It has become the duty of every American to 
support them in a ll  things as far as the government can now 
protect them . ^0
In a September press re le a se  Burdick stated , " if  we can stop this 
aggression and put North Korea back where she belongs it will be a 
demonstration to other aggressor nations to respect their neighbors.
A press re lease  from Senator Milton R. Young's office stated: "It 
appears from now on a cq u iescen ce  to any Russian demands will not con­
tribute one iota to the future of the world. W e're going to have to build 
a strong military estab lishm ent. In a letter to a constituent Young 
declared, "regardless of the m istakes of the past . . . we are now
C  O
engaged in a war and we must win. Young told another constituent:
I wish to assure you that I w ill support the government 
completely in this c r it ica l  war situation. The Communist 
encroachment upon the dem ocracies of the world must be 
stopped. I had hoped that it would not come in Korea, but 
since it h a s ,  and that is  the position our government has 
taken , I will give it my whole hearted support. ^
6 0Congressional Record, 81st C ong. ,  2d s e s s . ,  1950, XCVI,
11611.
r I
° Press R e le a se , September 2 1, 1950. Burdick Papers .
®^Press R e le a se , July 2 6 ,  1950. Young Papers.
^ M il to n  Young to Mrs. A. W . D rause, August 2 1 ,  19 50. See 
a lso  Young to W . R. Humphrey, August 3 , 1950. Young Papers.
^ M i l t o n  Young to George L.  Thon, July 6 ,  1950 .  Young Papers .
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One of the few surviving comments by Senator William Langer is
found in the C ongressional Record. Langer, always concerned about
North D akota 's  farm problems, introduced a b ill  calling for temporary
6 5deferment of farmers from the draft. Eighteen days later in withdraw­
ing the b ill  he explained:
In view of the fact that those in authority have now con­
sidered the matter so carefu lly , and the further fact that the 
b ill  has accom plished its  purpose, and because the situation 
in Korea is  100 times worse . . . than it was at the time ther• r
b ill  was introduced . . .  I am withdrawing i t . DD
Despite the widespread support of the United States commitment 
to halt communist aggression , many North Dakotans expressed concern 
about the nation 's leadership . Some of the newspapers supporting the 
commitment questioned the qualifications of the policy makers. Two 
daily papers, the Jamestown Sun and the Valley City Times-Record, 
printed the same unsigned ed itoria l. "Neither President Truman, his 
topflight advisers or C o n g re ss ,"  it declared, "can escap e blame for 
p o lit ica l ,  military and psychological m istakes that helped set the stage 
for communism's march against South Korea. In mid-July the Sun, 
reflecting on the tremendous odds facing American troops, concluded:
^ Congressional Record, 81st C o n g .,  2d s e s s .  , 1950, XCVI,
9733 .
^ Congressional Record, 81st Cong. ,  2d s e s s . ,  1950, XCVI, 
11324.
r  r-l
'E d ito r ia ls ,  Jamestown Sun, July 5 , 1950, p. 4; Valley City 
Time s-Record, July 14, 1950, p. 2 .
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"The compilation doesn 't speak too good for the United States which has 
been caught sleeping at the switch once again . Diplomatically we 
wonder . . . about the men who are representing us in C ongress. "^8 
In late July two w eeklies  and a sem i-w eekly published scathing 
editorials denouncing the administration. The Pierce County Tribune 
felt Truman was not telling Americans which direction the nation was 
headed:
I'm not trying to say that if someone e ls e  were president,
Joe Stalin would be a model c itizen  and a world conflict would 
not be at our doorsteps now. I'm ju st  trying to say I'd like to 
see  a man in the White House who was more man and le s s  
p o lit ic ia n . ^
The Mouse River Farmers Press stated:
Either the state-department should have clearly  abandoned 
South Korea or should have done things necessary  to make it 
c lear that an attack  on that country would have been opposed 
by u s . . . . Now the American people must pay the penalty 
in bloodshed and damaged prestige throughout the world because 
of incompetence and lack of foresight on the part of the State 
department. ^
Postulating the idea that the soldiers won World War I and II but that 
the statesm en lost the peace in both c a s e s ,  the sem i-w eekly Richland 
County Farmer- Globe concluded: "The nation is fast losing faith in the 
sw ivel chair crowd at the Pentagon. If we are forced into another war it
6 8 Editorial, Jamestown Sun, July 14, 19 50 , p. 4 .
RQEditorial, Rugby, Pierce County Tribune, July 2 0 , 1950, p.  4 . 
70uEditorial, Towner, Mouse River Farmers P r e s s , July 20 , 1950,
p. 12.
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is  to be hoped we will have learned enough to let the Army take over 
after the peace trea ties  are signed. " In August the Globe continued 
its  indictment of the administration. "There isn 't  much you can say to a 
mother about why her son must go to war in Korea. There was a definite 
slip in diplomacy a ll  along the lin e . " Several days later the G lobe 's  
editor asked the question , "if we do go to war and win, will the same 
group of politic ians turned diplomats again let us down as they did in 
World War I and World War II.
Two papers, a weekly and a daily , interpreted the Korean problem 
to be the result of poor planning. The McKenzie County Farmer concluded 
"It is  c le a r ,  we had not planned for this war. Our eyes were elsewhere 
- - o n  Formosa, Iran, Europe . . . we were completely surprised. . . .
We have never faced a harder ta s k .  W hile the Minot Daily News was 
not c r it ica l  of fighting agg ression , the paper felt that "American lives 
are being n eed lessly  lost because somebody upstairs in the administra­
tion displayed glaring ignorance of fa c ts  ahead of time and failed to
71 Editorial, Wahpeton, Richland County Farm er-G lobe, July 2 1 ,  
1950, p. 12.
^ E d i t o r ia l s , Wahpeton, Richland County Farm er-G lobe,
August 4 ,  1950, p. 12; August 15, 1950, p. 12.
73 Editorial, Watford C ity , McKenzie County Farmer, August 17, 
19 50 , p . 2 .
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Minot Daily N ew s, August 2 6 ,  1950, p. 4 .
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The Richland County Farmer- Clobe and the W alsh County Record 
both printed an unsigned editorial in late August:
The president has surrounded him self with a group of 
p olit ica l friends, some probably cap ab le , some who have 
lost the confidence of the people. There is a need for 
leadership in Washington as  never before. The very welfare 
of our nation hangs in the ba lan ce .
In ju s t ice  to the young men and women who fight our w ars, 
we should give them men and women to lead in whom they have 
confidence. Good planning might have saved us our present 
troubles and certa in ly , good statesm enship could do much to 
a llev ia te  them.^5
Letters to the editors and letters to North D akota's congressional 
delegation show the lack of confidence that some individual North 
Dakotans had in their lead ers . A Beulah resident minced no words in 
castigating the administration:
By newspaper headlines we see how Russia again has put 
our newsboys and school boy statesm en on the rug by making 
a peace offer on certain conditions on our more and more
innocent nation 's  exp en se . Why has American-----and some of
our own s ta te 's  young men's blood-----been shed in Korea, to
pull out now and let Joe have it ? . . . H e  has put Acheson- 
Lattimore and pseudo-statesm en in a very s illy  s p o t .7 ^
A Fessenden couple declared:
I [we] want to ra ise my [our] v o ices  against our Secretary 
of State Mr. Ache son Anybody back up a convicted Communist 
[Hiss] is absolutely  not fit to have that job I hope you Mr 
Young and a ll  other who have the power to put the pressure
7 5Editoria ls , Wahpeton, Richland County Farm er-G lobe, August 12, 
1950, p. 12; Grafton, W alsh County Record, August 2 8 , 1950, p. 4 .
7^Nick J .  Z iegler, Letter to the Editor, Bismarck Tribune,
July 2 7 ,  1950, p. 4 .  [Punctuation and other errors in original.]
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on the president to get rid of such a pink character at such a 
c r it ica l  t im e . 7 7
In two letters to the Bismarck Tribune, a former Congressman voiced 
concern about the nation 's  leadership. The writer critic ized  foreign 
policy advisor Owen Lattimore and others for "abandoning" Korea. He 
concluded:
I ask  th is simple question: can we leave our destiny and 
our cherished freedoms in America at th is fatal hour to the men 
who have betrayed u s .
These are facts  that can be proved. As c itizen s of the 
United S ta te s ,  even on the plains of North Dakota, isn 't  it 
time for us to do a lit t le  thinking?
In another letter he vividly described the co sts  in men and materiel to 
fight the war. He concluded, "now because of blundering and treachery 
within our own ranks, we are called  upon to make the supreme s a c r i f ic e ,  
in order to keep th is  known outlaw [Stalin] from burning down the entire 
structure of human c iv iliza tio n . Although backing the commitment in 
Korea, a Grand Forks man, probably referring to the State Department, 
remarked: "The foe that we have not been fighting is  within our own 
government, the men who dont think straight are the worse kind who 
are working for R ussia . "79
7 7Mr. and M rs. John J .  Bachmeier to Milton Young, August 9 ,  
1950. Young Papers. [Punctuation errors in original.]
7 RCharles R. Robertson, Letters to the Editor, Bismarck Tribune, 
August 2 4 ,  1950, p. 4 ,  and September 7 , 1950, p. 4 .
79C . W . Graves to Milton Young, July 12 , 1950. Young Papers.
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Although Representative Burdick and Senator Young backed the 
commitment to halt agg ression , both of them critic ized  foreign policy 
makers. During August, Senator Young attacked the administration. In 
a letter to a Carrington attorney Young declared, "it is  certainly strange 
that a second rate power can give us so much trouble. I believe it was 
the ca se  of a lot of bungling on our part and a smart job of operation on 
the part of the R ussians. Young told another constituent "our
O I
leaders have done a terrible jo b . "  In a Senate speech primarily con­
cerned with W est German m atters, Young spoke briefly on Korea:
I do not believe any Member of the Senate today doubts the 
seriousness of the situation in Korea. All of us pray in our 
hearts that we will win, but none of us is  sure that we will not 
be driven off that peninsula. The events leading up to that 
situation I think are attributable to bad leadership and 
stupidity and certainly bad management. ^2
In a news re lease  Senator Young stated:
History may well record Korea as another Peral Harbor or 
even w orse. . . . The story which will eventually be written 
concerning events leading up to the communist attack will be 
one of sorry lack of statesm anship, second rate leadership, 
and almost unbelievable stupidity. 83
Milton Young to C . W . Burnham, August 2 , 1950. Young
P ap ers . 8
8 1Milton Young to W . R. Humphrey, August 3 , 1950. Young
P ap ers .
OO
Congressional Record, 81st Cong. ,  2d s e s s . ,  1950, XCVI,
11792.
O O
Press R e le a se , August 9 ,  1950. Young Papers.
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Senator W illiam Langer attacked the adm inistration's foreign 
policy makers and a lso  interventionist Republicans:
Today, after eighteen years of Democratic rule, eighteen 
years for which they must assume resp on sib ility , eighteen years 
of appeasing Communists, for a lig n m en ts  with foreign nations 
who today are in p o ssess io n  of a ll  our s e c r e ts ,  after years of 
partnership with countries that have laughed and mocked us for 
d e cad es , we stand at the lowest ebb in d e cad es , sacrificing 
n eed lessly  the heritage our forefathers fought for, scores of 
years ago. What suckers the leading Democrats and many of 
our leading [interventionist] Republicans have been . What a 
terrible price the youth of America is paying for such miserable 
leadership .
On the same day Langer cr itic ized  the intervention in Korea:
I ask : "Who sent our boys to fight in Korea? W as any Senator 
in th is  body consulted about having a war in K orea?" We were 
to ld , "When we adopt this United Nations Charter we are not 
surrendering any sovereignty. "
"Who sent out boys to K orea?" There was no resolution adopted 
by the Senate. Except possibly  the majority leader, was any
Senator ever consulted. 807 84
In a speech prepared for the Senate but which was never delivered, 
William Langer critic ized  the United Nations and those who voted for 
its  inception:
^OO/Congressional Record, 81st Cong. , 2d s e s s .  , XCVI, 
1 5 6 5 6 -1 5 6 5 7 . This September 23 speech was a rebuttal to one given on 
August 14, 19 50 by C onnecticut's  Senator Brien McMahon in which he 
attacked iso la t io n is t  Republicans who voted against the Turkish Aid 
B ill ,  ECA and Atlantic Pact p o l ic ie s .  See a lso  appendix to the Con­
g ressional Record, 81st C o n g .,  2d s e s s . ,  XCVI, A5139. Langer had 
read into the Record an editorial from July 15, 19 50 United Mine 
Workers Journal which castigated  the Democratic administration because 
they did not foresee the North Korean a ttack .
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No sooner had the fighting stopped [in World War II] when one 
of the greatest betrayals of our time took p la ce , and the 
American people, the eleven millions of American veterans 
who were a cro ss  the water were betrayed by the organization 
of the United N ations. . . .  As Secretary and General Manager 
of the United Nations Conferences at San Francisco he [Alger 
Hiss] did h is job for the communists and he did it w ell .  But 
may Almighty God have pity and mercy for those Senators who 
voted for the United States to embrace i t . ^
Usher Burdick's concern was not with the national administration 
but rather with the United N ations. Although Burdick supported the 
commitment in Korea, he thought the United Nations was failing in its  
m ission . In a press re le a se  of August 10, 1950, he explained:
I have always considered that our efforts in the United 
Nations would not produce a deterent to war. The only con­
tribution made by the U. N. Assembly is  to present a U. N. 
flag to our command in the Korean battlefront. Where are the 
men from England, France, and South America? . . . We are , 
ju st as  I su spected , in a position where we shall have to 
carry the financial war burden and the manpower burden of 
any action taken by the United N ations. ^6
In a letter to a constituent Burdick remarked, "the te s t  of the U. N. is
now. England doesn't want interference with her b u s in e ss .  France is
w eak. But if we stay there [Korea] w e 'll  have to get U. N. help, and I
o n
mean MEN. " In a speech prepared for delivery in the House but not 
read Burdick again commented on the United Nations:
^ Prep ared  Speech, dated August 25 , 1950. Langer Papers.
®^Press R e le a se , August 10, 1950. Burdick Papers. See a lso  
Congressional Record, 81st Cong. , 2d s e s s .  , 1950, XCVI, 11611.
S^Usher Burdick to Herb H ester, August 2 1 ,  1950. Burdick 
P ap ers .
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If we are driven out of Korea it w ill indicate three th ings, 
f irs t ,  that the United Nations will c learly  demonstrate that 
there is no vital force in it except the United S ta te s .  Second, 
that most members of the United Nations have demonstrated 
. . . that they are not interested in defending th em selves.
Third, that we have to start an entirely different program--that 
of defending ourselves against R ussia . That we can do--but 
we can 't  defend the rest of the world if the present action of 
the United Nations is  to continue.^®
North Dakotans were a lso  cr itica l of the administration because 
they thought the troops sent to Korea had insufficient training and were
®®Prepared Speech, September 7 , 1950. Burdick Papers. See also  
Press Release , September 2 1 , 1950.
Burdick was not alone in his critic ism  of the United Nations. In a 
letter to Senator Langer an Oakes resident complained, "the news sounds 
as  if the United States has to fight the Koreans alone. . . . What does 
the U .N . stand for. Are they going to sit  on the sid elines and watch the 
U . S. kids get killed off. " J .  W . Enger to William Langer, July 8 , 1950 . 
Langer Papers. See a lso  M rs. A. W . Drause to Milton Young,
August 12, 1950. Young Papers. Senator Young did not share Burdick's 
contempt for the United Nations. In August, Young remarked, "the 
announcement that several of the United Nations would be sending troops 
was most heartening. This a s s is ta n ce  . . . is  a direct result of action 
taken by the United Nations Organization. The UN . . . has more than 
proven its  worth in providing us with some substantial a l l i e s .  " Press 
R e le a se , August 2 , 1950. There was considerable press comment on the 
United N ations. None of the daily or weekly newspapers critic ized the 
U .N . Comment came in the form of praise for the United Nations inter­
vention. One such paper said the Korean War "has done more than any 
single thing since World War II to cement the W estern nations. The 
United Nations is  no longer just a debating society  on the international 
le v e l— it is a beligerent. . . . The war is a U .N . , not merely a U .S .  
operation ."  New Rockford Transcript, August 17, 1950, p. 7. See also  
Tamestown Sun, June 2 7 ,  1950, p. 4; July 7 , 1950, p. 4; Hillsboro 
Banner, June 3 0 ,  1950, p. 2; Minot Daily N ew s, July 10, 1950, p. 4; 
Fargo, Normanden, July 13 , 19 50 , p. 2; Stanley, Mountrail County 
Promoter, August 3 , 1950 , p. 2; Bottineau Courant, September 20 ,
1950, p. 2; Langdon, Cavalier County Republican, August 24 , 1950 , 
p. 10; August 2 4 ,  1950, p. 10.
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poorly supplied. A Fargo automobile dealer declared: "We should be 
willing to spend great quantities of money experimenting and building 
the most powerful weapons our sc ie n tis ts  can d e v ise . . . .  If we are 
going into war in our present deplorable condition . . .  I fear we might 
l o s e . "  In another letter to Representative Burdick, he sa id , "it seems 
incredible that the most powerful nation in the world cannot ra ise an
O Q
army large enough to handle North Korea. The press was cr it ica l
a ls o .  One weekly newspaper declared:
The truth is gradually taking sh ap e . American soldiers were 
sent into battle to do with their bare hands which the South 
Koreans were unable to do with their bare hands. Now tanks 
and other heavy equipment have reached our front line troops, 
but the awful truth is that th is  same equipment is st il l  not good 
enough. . . . Somebody obviously forgot to bring the military 
manual up to date and some of our military planners ought to 
be reminded that the weapons of the Spanish-American war 
ought finally to be discarded. 9 0
Some North Dakotans who wrote to members of Congress opposed 
the commitment to halt agg ression . A New England resident critic ized 
Truman's decis ion  to deploy American troops to Korea:
89 S. W . Corwin to Usher Burdick, July 18, 1950; August 31, 
1950. Burdick Papers. See a lso  J .  W . Enger to William Langer,
July 8 ,  1950. Langer Papers.
^ L in to n ,  Emmons County Record, July 13 , 1950, p. 1. See also  
Valley City Times-Record, July 8 ,  19 50 , p. 2; Jamestown Sun, July 14, 
1950, p. 4; Dickinson P r e s s , July 15, 1950, p. 4; Crosby, Divide 
County Journal, July 20 , 19 50 , p. 6; Rugby, Pierce County Tribune, 
July 2 0 ,  1950, pp. 2 ,  4; September 14, 1950, p. 2; Wahpeton,
Richland County Farm er-G lobe, July 2 1 , 1950, p. 14; Stanley, 
Mountrail County Promoter, September 2 1, 1950, p. 6.
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Tonite I heard over the radio that Truman is planning on putting 
American troops into the Korean Civil W ar, isnt he deliberately- 
trying to bring on War III dosnt he care about the lives of our boys. 
Sometime back he was quoted as saying our boys would not be used 
like th at. Isnt it some way to stop our leaders from plunging us 
in to a war in Asia after a ll  Asia should be for the A siatics not 
Amerecans isnt that the proper thing. 91
Several advocated swift military defeat of the enemy as a solution to the
problem. A Rugby resident mentioned the stock pile of atomic bombs the
United States held:
Thousands of our boys will sacre fice  their livs  to this uncilized 
Koreans, b esid es  a ll  the money they are taxing out of the People, 
the government should order a dozen or two of this bombs, on 
North Korean that would end the war over n ig h t .92
A fuel company operator from O akes observed:
The people who have son 's  that will have to go to war are 
going to demand the use of the A Bomb. The ministers are 
demanding the use of the A Bomb in their sermons and a ll  we 
hear from Washington is  its  inhumane. When we write our 
Senators asking them to press for the use of the A Bomb, all 
we get is an answer that amounts to N uts.93
In a letter to Senator Young, McLean County's Register of Deeds advo­
cated a swift settlement of the war:
It does look so stupid to me for us to k ill our boys by the 
hundreds in Korea and tax our people to death. The only way 
to handle th is  thing is  to say to R ussia , "We will give you
Q I
George Austin to Milton Young, June 28 , 19 50. Young Papers. 
[Punctuation and spelling errors in original.]
Q? S. A. Torgerson to William Langer, July 24 , 1950. Langer 
Papers. [Punctuation and spelling errors in original.]
9 2] .  W . Enger to William Langer, August 14, 1950. Langer P ap ers . 
[Punctuation and spelling errors in original.]
ten days to stop th is  war in Korea . . .  if you don't we will 
launch atomic war on you. " I am here to say that they will 
stop i t .  We would save a ll  those boys and save the country 
from going completely bankrupt. Just why did we spend 
billions for atomic weapons if we are not going to use them ?^^
Other North Dakotans were discouraged with the war. An insurance
agent and realtor from Gackle was disillusioned about the American
commitment:
I have been reading the reports of what is  being done, also  
lis ten t  to the radio, and see that our government is  again 
letting our young men be slaughtered in trying to make the 
whole world good. . . .  I cannot see how any one can expect 
that we could police the whole world, be santa Caluse for the 
whole world and put more burdens onto our tax payers from 
time to time .  ̂^
A New England resident was more concerned with America's problems at 
home:
W hose war is  it any w ay? What busin ess  have we in it anyway.
As far as  I can see it is  the Koreans own Civil War and no matter 
what we or anybody e ls e  does there to interfere will not in any 
way make things better , isn 't  that right?
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I think it is high time that the Europeans and Americans pull out 
of A sia . We have plenty to do at home to make living both 
better and healthier for a good many A m e rica n s .^
A D evils Lake resident thought the war should be stopped. "I think it
Q4
R. R. Robinson to Milton Young, September 2 0 ,  1950. Young 
Papers. [Punctuation and spelling errors in original.]
q c;
A. F . Lehr to William Langer, August 14, 1950. Langer 
Papers. [Punctuation and spelling errors in original.]
q fi
George Austin to Usher Burdick, July 16, 1950. Burdick 
Papers. [Underlining in o r ig in a l.]
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is  time someone interveined in our argument with Korea. Our statesmen 
apparently dont realize  what it means, th is third world war, le ts  try and 
stop i t .  A Linton resident questioned the Koreans' desire to re s is t  
communism:
If the people over in Asia or Europe want to be communists, why 
interfere with them. . . . What have we to gain by war in Korea? 
Only blood and sweat and te a rs ,  Truman and Ache son prate about 
Freedom. How about the freedom of the G . I . ' s what are out­
numbered 10 to 1. And a lso  the freedom of the mothers of these 
G . I .  's whose pillows are wet with t e a r s . ^8
An Alexander woman saw the Korean War as  a trap:
Why should we be in war a ll  the time so that other nations can 
have freedom. Isn 't  it time that some thot is  given to our own 
boys and land. Why do our boys have to die in Korea? . . .
Isn 't  it time we stay at home and take care of o u rse lv es , surely 
Russia must smile when she se e s  how we are falling into her 
trap of se lf  destruction.
A Kongsberg man a lso  saw the war as  a trap:
That Russia is  behind the Korean Reds goes without saying. And 
it is  a good guess that the Kremlin is  behind other sa te llite  reds 
throughout her borders [urging them] to spring surprises on u s.
By starting trouble thus in half a dozen different p laces our whole 
military might could be engaged and tied up without perhaps 
accom plishing anything, while Russia with her forces left in
q 7
. J .  G . Monteith to W illiam Langer, July 19, 1950. Langer 
Papers. [Punctuation errors in original.]
q o
JOHans Hanson to Milton Young, August 6 , 1950. Young Papers.
qq
J 3 M rs. Otto G ajew ski to Milton Young, September 1 , 19 50. 
Young P ap ers .
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tact  could strike a major blow at Germany . . .  or Alaska, or 
both, and find us unprepared in these  v ita l p laces and be able 
to overwhelm u s . ^ ^
Several North Dakotans called  for a peaceful settlem ent. At Grand
Forks a W esley  College professor fe lt:
Recent events have made me h earts ick , almost to the point of 
despair. At times I have felt that final doom would strike; for 
the m ilitarists  of the world have led mankind to the very brink 
of h e ll .
Let the U .S .  take the in itiative for p e ace . Let the U .S .  suggest 
such an overall settlement to R ussia . Premier Nehru of India 
might be chosen as ch ie f  arbitrator. ^
A North Dakota woman who had recently  moved to M inneapolis, was
angry because the United Nations did not recognize Red China and
because they supported Chiang Kai-shek "a fa s c is t  h a s - b e e n ."
To ju stify  our stand as a democracy, we must permit Red China 
to be heard -  even if she is  a puppet. If we don't India will be 
the next puppet.
We sti l l  have enough votes in the U .N . and there is  a chance 
at p e ace . It is  a better risk than world war-America against half 
the world.
We took a calcu lated  risk in Korea. We lost i t .  We are s ti l l  
big enough to talk p eace , and get India on our sid e.
A Bowman woman added "we hope and Pray that a Peaceful Settlement
w ill soon be reached . . . .  a Peace settlement should be the main
C . F. Schmidt to Milton Young, July 7 , 1950. Young
P ap ers .
 ̂ ^Arthur W . Munk to Usher Burdick, July 14, 1950. Burdick 
P ap ers .
1 0? M rs. George M oses to Milton Young, July 20 , 1950. Young
P ap ers .
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ob jectiv e  of the lawmakers. God sp e c if ica lly  mentions the P e a ce -  
makers in the B ib le . " A letter to the Bismarck Tribune from a Temvick 
resident declared, "the best thing that we common people can do is  to 
appeal to our leaders and leaders of other nations to se ttle  their d is ­
putes by arbitration. "104
Newspapers weekly and daily; evenly spread throughout the state 
which commented on the commitment to halt aggression did so favorably. 
But comments by individual c it ize n s  in letters to their members of 
Congress and letters to newspapers are evenly divided between support 
and opposition for the commitment to halt communist aggression by 
defending the Republic of Korea. It is interesting to note that of those 
individual c it ize n s  who supported the commitment, several came from 
Grand Forks and Fargo and several were professional people. On the 
other hand those who opposed the "police action" were almost a ll poor 
letter writers and from small towns. It seems logical to conclude that 
th ese  persons who were poor grammarians and poor spellers were among 
North D akota 's more poorly educated and probably among the s ta te 's  
le a s t  prosperous people.
Although many editors favored the commitment, some of these
1 n  "3M rs. L. D. Bartelme to Milton Young, August 18, 19 50.
Young Papers. [Capitalization in original.]
104wiHiam Murphy, Letter to the Editor, Bismarck Tribune, 
September 2 , 1950, p. 4 .
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same papers expressed d issa tis fac t io n  with the national adm inistration's 
leadership . These Republican ed ito rs*05 thought the Democrats were 
partly to blame for the outbreak of war. This d issa tis fa c t io n  was a lso  
expressed by North D akota 's Republican members of Congress and by 
individual c it ize n s  in letters to the Congressional delegation and letters 
to newspaper ed itors . A few North Dakotans and several newspapers 
critic ized  the national administration because they believed American 
troops were sent into battle with inadequate training and poor equipment.
There was only one weekly paper, the Park River W alsh County 
P r e s s , which declared i t s e l f  a Democratic paper; a ll  the other papers 
were Republican.
CHAPTER II
CROSSING THE 38TH PARALLEL--THE DRIVE TO THE YALU
During the first week of O ctober, 1950 the war assumed a totally  
new a s p e c t .  On October 7 the United Nations gave General MacArthur 
implied approval to invade North Korea with his United Nations fo rces .
A Security Council resolution recommended that "a ll  appropriate steps 
be taken to ensure conditions of stab ility  throughout Korea. 1,1
W hile it is not the purpose of this paper to investigate the sp ec if ic  
reasons for this reversal in United Nations policy , some of the pressures 
which may have contributed to that fateful decision should be noted. It 
would appear that General MacArthur had been contemplating striking at 
the north for some tim e. He remarked to General J .  Lawton Collins 
(United States Army C hief of Staff) in mid-July when they met in Tokyo 
that to defeat the North Korean forces it might be n ecessary  to occupy 
a l l  of Korea.^ United Nations Secretary General Trygve Lie suggested 
on September 8 while in Chicago that the aim of the United Nations
* Record on U n ification , p. 106.
^David R ees , Korea: The Limited War (New York: St. M artin 's 
P re ss ,  I n c . ,  1964), p. 98 .
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should be a united and independent Korea.'5 On September 19 Singman
Ree, President of South Korea, stated in Pusan that "the United Nations
forces could not and would not stop at the 38th parallel and that no
nation or group of nations could keep the Koreans from uniting their
country. One historian reporting on American concern about the
problem of unification, declared: "There were mid-term e le ct io n s  in
November and even before the end of September [California 's] Senator
*
Knowland had announced that failure to cross the 38th parallel would 
constitute appeasement of R u s s ia . " 5 American concern for the "safety  
of the troops and the requirements of military operations rendered 
impractical any commitment not to cross the paralle l. " 5 The United 
States government believed that a p ossib ility  for a d ecis ive military 
victory was then p o s s ib le .7
A foreshadowing of the United States decision  to cross the 38th 
parallel can be seen in Ambassador Austin's speech in the First Com­
mittee of the General Assembly on September 30 , 1950:
^H istorical Summary of United States-Korean R ela tio n s, p. 85 .
^Ibid . , p . 86 .
5R ees , Korea: The Limited W a r, p. 100.
°Leland M. Goodrich, Korea: A Study of U .S .  Policy in the United 
Nations (New York: Council on Foreign Relations, 1959), p. 127.
7Ib id . ,  p . 12 8 .
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The opportunities for new a c ts  of agg ression , of course , should 
be removed. Faithful adherence to the United Nations ob jective 
of restoring international peace and security in the area counsels  
the taking of appropriate steps to eliminate the power and ability  
of the North Korean aggressor to launch future a tta ck s .  The 
aggressor forces  should not be permitted to have refuge behind 
an imaginary line because that would recreate the threat to the 
peace of Korea and of the world. ^
The United Nations decided to cross the parallel and the authority was 
given to MacArthur in the resolution of October 7, 19 50. The resolution 
recommended that "a ll  appropriate steps be taken to ensure conditions 
of stability  throughout Korea. The Republic of Korea forces had 
already crossed  the parallel on October 1. Patrols of the United 
S tates  First Cavalry Division crossed  over on October 7 , the same day 
the crucial vote to cro ss  was taken in the United N ations. The general 
advance of the Eighth Army across  the parallel followed on October 9 . ^  
It cannot be said that the proponents of crossing the 38th parallel 
had not been warned of the possib le  tragic re s u lts .  The Chinese 
Defense M inister Chou En-la i warned the Indian ambassador in late 
September that " i f  United Nations forces other than Republic of Korea 
units crossed the parallel his government would send troops to defend 
North Korea. Events on October 10 revealed that Chou En-lai had
^Ibid. ,  p . 130.
^Record on Korean U nifica tion , p. 106.
■*-^Rees, Korea: The Limited W a r, p. 108.
11Goodrich, Korea: A Study of U .S .  P o licy , p. 12 2 .
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not been bluffing. On that date Peking mobilized additional men and 
began deploying units into Korea. Unknown to the United Nations com­
manders, 1 8 0 ,0 0 0  Chinese troops had been moved into Korea by Novem-
12ber 1. On October 19, the North Korean cap ita l ,  Pyongyang, was 
captured by United Nations forces and North Korean Premier Kim Il-sung 
moved his headquarters to a position near the Yalu River. ^  The 
Chinese Peop le 's  Volunteers attacked the Republic of Korea forces on 
October 2 6 at the Yalu River and on November 2 they attacked several 
United States units along the Chongchon River. 14 gut the a ttack s were 
short lived and proved to be diversionary. Intelligence o ff ic ia ls  thought 
that the Chinese action was "lim ited, confined to a mere bluff to deter 
the U .N . final v ictory . "15 During the period November 7 -24  there was 
a lull in the fighting when the Chinese broke off contact as  a precaution­
ary measure to avoid "United States counter blows in the deployment 
stage and to maintain flexability  in ca se  there was a softening in United 
States policy . " ^
North Dakota did not react vigorously to the United Nations
^ R e e s ,  Korea: The Limited W a r, p. 133.
l^w hiting, China C rosses the Yalu , p. 104.
^Applem an, South to the Naktong, p. 672 .
^ F e h re n b a ch , This Kind of W ar, p. 29 7.
^ W h itin g , China C rosses the Yalu , p. 117.
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decis ion  to cross  the 38th p aralle l. Although committing American 
troops to a larger sca le  war with widened o b je c t iv e s ,  it prompted very 
litt le  response . From the evidence a v a ila b le ,  North D akota's Con­
gressional delegation ignored the issue and only two comments on the 
issu e  were found in letters to North D akota's Congressional delegation 
and to newspaper editors. Only a few newspapers commented.
A D evils Lake woman was one of two constituents to express her 
views on the p o ssib ility  of crossing the 38th paralle l. Writing to 
Senator Young, she declared:
I urge you to do a ll  in your power to keep the war from spread­
ing. Let us stop war when the North Koreans have been pushed 
out of South Korea. Indiscriminate bombing of North Koreans can 
only lead to further war. In dealing with the North Koreans who 
are guilty let us remember that "mercy season s ju s t ic e .  " Stop 
fighting when the 38th parallel has been reach ed . 1 '
After the su cce ss fu l  Inchon landing a Fargo resident suggested that the
war be broadened. For a "complete p eace"  he implied that it might be
n ecessary  to capture North Korea rather than stop at the "38th parallel
1 ftas  some are now su g g estin g ."
The Dickinson Press and Jamestown Sun published the views of a 
writer for the National Editorial A ssociation new sserv ice . "The UN now 
recognizes the South Korean government as the legal government of
1 7M rs. Lillian Lee to Milton Young, August 15, 19 50. Young
P ap ers .
1 ftA. Hoffman to Milton Young, September 2 5 ,  1950. Young 
Papers. Supra, p. 20 .
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Korea. That being so , the legal foundation e x is ts  for crushing the 
puppet North Koreans completely and occupying the whole peninsula. 
Gerald Saxerude, editor of the Nonpartisan League's Bismarck Leader, 
commented on October 5. "S illy  talk about whether we should cro ss  the 
38th parallel should be dispensed with. . . . We can 't  afford to let the 
Red North Korean aggressors re-group and perhaps attack  again in the
future, ,, 2 0 On the other hand the conservative Grand Forks Herald
commented both before and after the October d e cis io n . On August 2 7 
the editor, M. M. Oppegard stated , "to me the crossing of the 38th 
parallel by ground forces of the United States even under United Nations 
declaration would be an open invitatiop to a third world war. How­
ever, Oppegard changed his policy after the decision was made. "There 
could be no other decision  in the face of the North Korean refusal to 
surrender as demanded by MacArthur, unless we were to lose whatever 
we have gained in the Korean 'police actio n . ' "22
There w a s ,  however, considerable response to the war in general. 
Several newspapers printed editorials Advocating support of the war
19 Bruce Bios s a t ,  Dickinson Pres
Tamestown Sun, August 14, 1950, p. 2 
credit for this ed itorial.
August 17, 1950 , p. 4;
0 . The Sun did not give Bios sat
2^Editorial, Bismarck Leader, October 5, 19 50 , p. 2 . 
2lEditorial, Grand Forks Herald, August 2 7 ,  1950, p. 4 . 
22Editorial, Grand Forks Herald, October 8, 1950, p. 4 .
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effort. The W ells  County Free Press used the Crusade For Freedom 
campaign to comment on the Korean W^r:
So the Crusade For Freedom end 
it really  end th ere?  . . . We don't 
of President Truman when he said T 
anyw here." That is  no consolation 
sons or husbands or brothers in Kor 
peace it appears as though we mus 
a constant, concerted effort towardO O
be am iss at any tim e.
s on October 24th. But does 
particularly like the words 
uesday, that "w e'll  fight 
to people who have lost 
ea . . . but in pursuing 
fight to get i t .  However, 
peaceful relations cannot
In a Thanksgiving Day editorial the C4valier County Republican stated ,
-that they are right and strong 
>.24
"we are thankful for our United States' 
enough to stand up and fight for the right. The La Moure C hronicle , 
mixing its  metaphors, was optim istic about the war although it did not 
sp e c if ica lly  express approval of i t .
A complete sa t is fact io n  to a ll of 
situation has developed.
It is  certainly too early to convi 
assured of v ictory , but we certainl 
hope of ultimate s u c c e s s  than we h 
Despite fumbling we have shown 
can pick ourselves up off the mat a 
w a r . °
23 Editorial, Fessenden, W ells
1.1950, p.  The Crusade For Freedom 
effort to en list  support for the United 
dedication of the Freedom Bell in W est 
Dakota communities supported the Cru
o 4
^Editorial, Langdon, Cavalier pounty Republican, November 23 , 
1950, p. 10.
us is  the way the Korean
nee ourselves that we are 
r have a great deal more 
ad in Ju ne.
the world it is  evident we 
nd do a job of winning a
(bounty Free P r e s s , October 19,
campaign was a nationwide 
jLations. ’ It culminated in the 
Berlin, Germany. Many North 
s a d e .
25 Editorial, La Moure Chronicle), October 5 , 1950 , p. 2 .
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Although s t i l l  willing to support the war, two papers saw the 
outlook as rather b leak . The Richland County Farmer- Globe reasoned, 
"a war with China can only result in a pyrrhic victory for America. It 
may be that it has to be fought. Therd is  nothing to gain but Chinese 
prisoners and destitute Chinese land. '^6 The Jamestown Sun favored a 
ready reserve force for Europe and other a re a s .  The writer concluded, 
however, "naturally, if the Chinese Reds are bent upon a ll-o u t war, we 
shall have it .  There is  no way to avert it if  Mao Tse-tung decides to 
pour in perhaps 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  troops in an eJ 
Korean peninsula. 2
2 6ed itoria l, Wahpeton, Richlanc 
ber 10, 1950, p. 2G.
27 Editorial, Jamestown Sun, No\
An advertisement in a weekly pa 
Bank pictured a man and woman in Ame 
gun and walking towards a church. A1 
sp e c if ica lly  mention Korea, it inferred 
Entitled "Thanksgiving H eritag e ,"  it n 
many b less in g s  is  the liberty we enjoy 
thanks that it is  ours and pledge our e 
and wherever our right to enjoy it is c 
P r e s s , November 22 , 1950, p. 6 .
Another weekly paper published 
the Bacon. " It showed a smiling globd 
carrying two dead birds labeled "Korea 
Prestige for the UN. " W alsh County
A weekly paper published a cartoon sb 
revolvers strapped to his w aist . By on 
Against Communism in Europe"; by the 
munism in A sia. ” The cartoon was en 
O ff ic e r ."  Carson P r e s s , October 2 0 , 
credited to the Louisville Courier-Jour
ffort to push us c lear off the
County Farm er-G lobe, Novem-
ember 15, 1950, p. 12.
per for the Grant County State 
rican colonial regalia carrying a 
hough the message did not 
the need to halt aggression , 
pad: "Among the greatest of our 
as free Americans. Let us give 
iforts to safeguard it whenever 
h a llen g ed ."  Advertisement, Carson
i cartoon entitled "Bringing Home 
-map looking at a U .N . soldier 
n Victory" and "Increased 
eco rd , October 5 , 1950, p. 2 .
pwing Uncle Sam with two 
e gun was written, "Defense 
other, "Defense Against Corn- 
titled "The Two-Gun Peace 
1950, p. 2 .  The cartoon was 
n a l .
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Support for the war effort was vo 
Grand Forks man advocated using b a c t  
n e c e s s a r y .
We must destroy the other half df the world and bring peace
iced by individual c i t iz e n s .  A 
erio logica l warfare if  it was
before it destroys us and therefore a result of hopless and
s e iz le s s  wars would continue to th^ devastation and deploration
for the next hundred years [or until" 
there may be left of the human race 
i s m .20
Governor Fred G . Aandahl said in an Armistice Day speech that not only
wars be honored but thatshould those who had died in previous 
Armistice Day should be "a day on wh 
honor to our present-day heroes who ar 
of freedom and democracy. "20 Repres 
critic ized  the United N ations. Flowev 
h is position.
ch we shall pay the highest 
e fighting and dying in the cause 
ntative Usher Burdick usually 
a r , in mid-November he reversed
We are in it and no true America
U. N. effort. Our lives and our rel 
freedom are at stake and those who 
contest do not realize  the danger to 
jo in  in th is  effort and present a uni
In a letter to the Bismarck Tribune, the state secretary of the Democratic 
party declared adamantly:
^ B e n  W . W osick to Milton Young, November 6, 1950. Young 
Papers. [Errors in original.]
? QAandahl s proclamation quoted! in Editorial, Oakes T im es, 
November 9 , 1950, p. 2 .
the end of the world. What 
we must save from anim al-
n will fail now to support the 
igion, and our individual 
will not give their all in this 
freedom. All our people must 
fro n t .30ted
30 Press R ele ase , November 16, 1950. Burdick Papers.
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The issu e  as  set forth is that of survival, to which all other 
is s u e s  are secondary. . . . This country cannot follow the lead 
of the iso la t io n is t 's  wing in C ongress. . . . Our policy must 
be a policy of strength. I
If there is  anyone in Washington today who is  playing the 
Kremlin's gam e, it is th is  team of i s o l a t i o n i s t s .^
During the second phase of the war editors and c itizen s d is ­
cussed  at some length three topics indirectly related to the issue of 
halting aggression : The United Nations efforts ,  Universal Military 
Training, and preparedness.
Opinions about the United Nations varied. The Pierce County 
Tribune reflected  on R u ssia 's  June, 1950 w alk-out from the Security 
Council. "The result of the w alk, as you know, is  that for the first
time in history 50 nations joined toget 
agg resso r. The important thing is the 
Nelson County Arena printed an editori 3
ler and used force against an 
precedent that was se t .  The
al from Michigan High School's
3 1Abner B. Larson, Letter to the 
November 24 , 1950, p. 4 .
A news story-editorial in the Cavlalier County Republican
Editor, Bismarck Tribune,
illu stra tes  the ca llo u sn ess  generated fyy war:
"While his friends back home wdre preparing for the hunting 
se a so n , Cpl. James (Bud) Nickeson of Langdon was having 'open 
season ' on North Koreans as  UN forces captured Seoul.
"Writing home . . . Cpl. Nickeson reported that thus far he had 
scored 'one sniper' for his 'd ad ,' but that he was looking for more for 
the other members of the family. " "Open Season: Nickeson Gets Sniper 
in Taking S e o u l ,"  Langdon, Cavalier CjUunty Republican, October 19, 
1950, p. 13.
Editorial, Rugby, Pierce County Tribune, October 5 , 1950, p. 2 .3?
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school newspaper, the Green and Gold G a z e t te .
A blue and white banner f l ie s  over the troops now advancing 
above the 38th paralle l. . . . Most of these  men have litt le  
knowledge of this remote insignificant Asiatic country. Yet they 
now find them selves . . . res istin g  aggression there. The blue 
and white flag . . . symbolizes the force which has united these 
combatants in a fight for freedom. ^
In late November the Cavalier County Republican remarked: "Even
though too often we feel that our United States is  fighting the world­
wide battle for peace for too many . . . we must be thankful that we now 
have the United N ations, in whose naine we are today, with help ,
making demands for world p e a ce . "34
A Kenmare woman thought the fin 
States of the United Nations was low. 
when one looks at the world situation 
n ecessary  but surely not as  important 
U. N. work s u c c e s s f u l l y . " ^  A Mand
with the course of the war. "We as y<t>uth fee l that some kind of
positive action toward world peace is 
promoting good w ill and understanding
ancia l support by the United 
"Is that not rather appalling 
today? Rearmament may be 
as further attempts to make the 
an high school student was upset
e s s e n t ia l .  The United Nations is 
in many countries and I feel we
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Michigan High School, Green and Gold Gazette , 
quoted in Nelson County Arena, October 2 0 ,  1950, p. 8.
34,
1950, p. 10.
Editorial, Langdon, Cavalier bounty Republican, November 23 ,
^ M a rio n  Grunstead to Milton Young, October 2 8 ,  19 50. Young 
P ap ers .
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should back them whole heartedly. Speaking before the North
United Nations organization con -
Dakota Farmers Union annual convention in Bismarck, President Glen J .  
Talbott urged his lis ten ers  to remember that the Farmers Union had 
supported the organization of the United Nations in 194 5. "I believed 
then and I believe now, that a strong
stitutes the only possib le  hope to achieve an enduring peace in the 
world. " Later in the speech Talbott stated that he saw the Chinese 
entry into the war as an effort to protect the Yalu power sta tion s. He 
added, " i f  the United Nations were to 
government of [Red] China it would, it 
sound b a s is  to stop a ll  military action 
of the Yalu power stations is  resolved
offer representation to the new 
seems to me provide a morally 
in North Korea until the question
o 7
, In a telegram to Jack
Swenson at Bismarck radio station KFYR, Senator Milton Young advo 
cated finding a peaceful solution to the differences between the United 
States and Russia "preferably through (the United Nations organization."
36,Marion Unkenholz to Milton Young, October 2 8 ,  1950. Young
P ap ers .
37 'Talbott Sounds Challenge to 
Dakota Union Farmer, November 2 0 ,  1 
"Talbott Sounds Challenge . . . , " De 
called  the N ationalist Chinese govern 
Chiang K ai-sh ek , who, . . .  is  suppo 
handful of m ercenaries. " It is  intere 
N ew s, the o ff icia l paper of the North 
ignored the first s ix  months of the Kor^
st
38
Enemies of Democracy, " North 
9 50 , p. 7 and continued in 
cember 4 , 1950, p. 5 . Talbott 
ifnent the "paper government of 
rted by no one in China except a 
ing to note that the Farm Bureau 
Dakota Farm Bureau Federation, 
an W ar.
^T elegram  from Milton Young to Jack Swenson, November 14, 
1950. Young Papers.
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Some North Dakotans were d issa tis f ie d  with the United Nations. 
The Grand Forks Herald thought "either the non-participating nations of 
the U. N.  must make more substantial contributions in fighting men and 
materiel or [some one] must work out a diplomatic peace that the U. N.  
can accep t with good g r a c e . '  Except for the November 16, 1950 
press re le a se  cited ea r lie r ,  Usher Burdick continued his scathing attack s 
on the United N ations. In late O ctober, Burdick, referring to the United 
S ta te s ,  declared, "we have been such a sucker Santa Clause in the past 
that it is  difficult now to get the U . N 1. members to understand that we
c a n ’t keep up this everlasting spending of b illions to help otherE
statement dated November 13,countries . In an unreleased press 
1950,  Burdick stated his views exp lic itly :
We should get out of the United Nations and the Atlantic Pact 
right now if  the members don’t come to their s e n s e s .  . . .  If 
th ese  countries do not want to fight for their own protection, let 
them go down. We can s t i l l  defenp o u rse lv es , but we cannot 
feed and defend every Anti-Communist nation on e a r t h . ^
The Korean War even with its  gr 
litt le  comment on the idea of Universe 
to the newspaper support for Universa
owing manpower n eed s, evoked 
1 Military Training. In contrast 
Military Training during the first
three months of the war, only one newspaper felt it was e s s e n t ia l .  The *
39 Editorial, Grand Forks Herald, November 2 8 ,  1950,  p.  4 .
40 Press R e le a se , October 2 0 ,  19 50 . Burdick Papers.
^ P r e s s  R e le a se , November 13, 19 50 . Burdick Papers. This 
unreleased statement was a lso  marked for re lease  November 29 , 1950.
Richland County Farmer-Globe thought "even though the present war
ends with Korea, U . S .  forces are going to [have to] be built up to a 
large number. We are going to see universal military training for the 
purpose of creating a large army for future em ergencies. In answer­
ing the le tters  of two constituents Senator Young stated that Universal 
M ilitary Training was e s s e n t i a l . T h e  two con stituen ts , one a Mandan 
high school student, the other a W esley  College [Grand Forks] student, 
thought Universal M ilitary Training would interrupt a man's education, 
teach  destruction, and precipitate war, not prevent i t . * 44
Several North D akotans, among them Senator Young, advocated 
preparedness as  a means of achieving national security . The Richland 
County Farmer- Globe declared, "we are a lso  going to see a vastly  
expanded production of tanks, guns and other implements of war. We 
are not going to be caught flatfooted and unprepared while Russia eggs 
on another sa te lite  or sucker nation into fighting her wars on
4 9 Editorial, Wahpeton, Richland County Farm er-G lobe, O ctober, 
1950,  p.  22.
4 ^Milton Young to Marion Unkenholz, November 9 , 1950;  Milton 
Young to Willard Ruliffson, November 13 , 19 50. Young Papers.
4 4 Marion Unkenholz to Milton Young, October 29 , 1950;  Willard 
Ruliffson to Milton Young, November 1 , 19 50 . Young Papers. It is 
interesting to note that North Dakota's! congressional delegation 
received very few letters during October and November regarding 
Universal Military Training. As stated ear lie r ,  President Truman on 
August 2 9 ,  19 50 asked that consideration of U . M . T .  be dropped from 
the Congressional agenda for that s e s s io n .
agg ression . The state Democratic party's secretary remarked,
"this country must maintain such strength that an act  of aggression by
Russia would be an act of su ic id e , that a campaign of world conquest
would place upon them the seal of doom. On several o ccas io n s
Senator Young told his constituents that it was imperative that stronger
defense preparations be undertaken without d e la y .^ 7
Several months after the war had begun c r it ic s  continued to place
the blame for the war on the Democratic administration. The Richland
County Farmer- Globe thought "the m istakes made during and after the
second world war [and the] vacillating  policy in Asia a ll  resulted in the
4 8need for the Korean war, a war fought largely by American fo rc e s .  "
The jamestown Sun remarked, "the picture is  not a bright one. And in 
conclusion it might be pointed out that if  World War comes again it will 
be the third to descend upon us under a Democratic administration, 
w hich, by its bungling, three times pushed us over the brink. 45
54
45 Editorial, Wahpeton, Richlancji County Farm er-G lobe, October 6, 
1950,  p.  22.
46 Abner B. Larson, Letter to the 
November 24 , 1950,  p.  4 .
Editor, Bismarck Tribune,
^7 Milton Young to Marion Grunstead, November 10, 1950;  Young 
to Willard Ruliffson, November 13, 1950;  Young to Jack Swenson, 
November 14, 1950.  Young Papers.
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Wahpeton, Richland County Farm er-G lobe, 
November 3 , 1950,  p.  18.
49 Editorial, Tamestown Sun, November 17, 1950,  p.  4 .
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Individual North Dakotans were |also c r i t ic a l .  A Fargo launderer
critic ized  the administration:
The worst f iasco  in the diplom atic, econom ic, and military 
affa irs  of our history have been carried on by the present 
adm inistration. Its disgraceful and crim inal. They are 
squandering our resources and p ractica lly  murdering our 
youth. 50
In a letter to Senator Young a Fargo imElement dealer castigated  the
Democratic administration:
It certainly 
attempting to cover up the
It is  not difficult . . .  to catch  the undercurrent of a move­
ment afoot in Washington to discredit General MacArthur and 
his handling of the Korean and Formlosan problems, 
appears to me that the president is 
blunders of the State Department.
In my opinion, there is  a definitb feeling in the hinterlands 
that MacArthur's p o l ic ie s ,  both in connection with the rebuild­
ing of Japan and in re a lis t ic a l ly  apbraising our position in the 
entire O rient, have been much more astute than the pink tinged 
v ac illa tio n s of the State Department and of General Marshall 
and his Chinese se ll  out. 51
A Mandan woman called  for drastic m easures: "Dean Acheson must go 
and it should have been done a long time ago. I fee l that P res . Truman 
should be impeached as unfit to hold that o ff ice .  What do you think of 
the terrible mess they got us in to?  "52 An unidentified writer to the 
Bottineau Courant fe lt war was imminent. "They [the Democrats]
50 R. A. Samels to Milton Young, November 29 , 1950.  Young
P ap ers .
"^George A. Anderson to Milton Young, October 5, 1950.  Young
Papers.
52 m t s . August Baumann to Milton Young, November 2 8 ,  1950.  
Young P ap ers .
56
plunged us into two world wars in a generation, and it looks like 
number three is  on us now. Killing and maiming 15 million of the best  
boys and girls of that generation. So I say to you VOTERS go to the 
polls  on NOV. 7th and vote the REPUBLICAN TICKET STRAIGHT and avoid 
a calamity of our economic structure. "^3 Two weekly newspapers,  the
Mott Pioneer Press and the Turtle Mountain Star printed scathing denun­
c ia t ions of the Truman administration in the form of an advertisement
paid for by the Republican State Headq uarters:
So nigh is grandeur to our dust,
So near is  God to Man,
When Duty whispers Low, Thou must,
The Youth rep l ies ,  I can.
— Emerson
OUR YOUTH HAVE AGAIN PAID WITH THEIR BLOOD FOR THE 
BLUNDERS OF THE TRUMAN ADMINISTRATION !
AS IT IS THE DUTY OF AMERICAN YOUTH TO BRAVE WAR . . .
IT IS THE DUTY OF EVERY CITIZEN TO VOTE . . .  TO ELECT 
CAPABLE AND PATRIOTIC LEADERS TO CONGRESS WHO CAN 
AND WILL STRAIGHTEN OUT THIS MESS IN WASHINGTON.
VOTE NOVEMBER 7th, Vote Republican.54
In a letter to a constituent Young said that Truman and Ache son
were influenced by men like foreign policy advisor Owen Latt imore, 
and "Lattimore1 s t y p e . "
In Lattimore’s own c a s e ,  he did exerc ise  quite an influence in 
government, and particularly in the Far Eastern Division of the S
S 3̂ Unsigned Letter to the Editor, Bottineau Courant, October 25 ,  
1950, p. 2 .  [Capitalizat ion in or ig inal .]
^ A d ver t isem en ts , Rolla,  Turtle [Mountain S tar , October 26 ,  1950, 
p. 2; Mott Pioneer P r e s s , October 2 6 ,  1950, p. 4 .
57
State Department. Whether or not he was a Communist himself 
is  not the important thing, but the fact that pol ic ies  he advo­
cated and worked so hard for fit as  well  into the Communist 
schemes of world conquest and domination i_s the all-important 
th ing . 55
U . S .  News and World Report querried Senator Young about reasons for
his reelection to the Senate.  After discussing the concern of North
Dakotans for a "workable [farm] price support program, " Young noted:
Most d iscussed  issue  in the campaign was the Korean War and 
the administration's policy in the whole Asiatic area .  This had 
a tremendous bearing on the e lec t ion .  It would seem that at 
leas t  75 percent of the people of  this state disapproved of 
Acheson’s policy or lack of policy in Asia."*®
Approximately the same number o f North Dakotans expressed
opposition towards the war as voiced support of it during October and
'
November, 1950. Most of those who opposed the war s tressed p e a ce ­
ful means of reconciling dif ferences .  A Bismarck salesman told Senator 
Young: "As of now-we are burying thousands of our young men 5 to 
10 ,0 0 0  miles away from our shores .  . . . One would think-we have an 
over population of young men and are bent on burying them in every 
he l l -ho le  on earth .




Milton Young to George A. Anderson, October 14,  19 50. Young
s and World Report, November 8,Telegram, Young to U . S .  New 
1950.  Young Papers.
^ F .  J .  Berger to Milton Young, November 21 , 1950. Young 
Papers.  [Punctuation in original.]
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kind of positive action toward world peace is  e s s e n t ia l .  A W esley
College student added, "we need to greatly increase our efforts along
the lines of intell igent  peace work. "59 Senator Young also  called for
attempts at a peaceful settlement of the war. He told two young North
Dakotans, "every peaceful avenue to a solution should be explored.
Referring to Russian-American relat ions Young believed:
Despite the gravity of the situation,  most American's feel that 
our country should leave no stone unturned to find a peaceful 
means of settling differences between the United States and 
Communist Russia ,  preferably thru
zat ion.  May even be advisable to 
without sacrif ic ing principles . ^* 1
the United Nations organi- 
compromise some differences
Although crossing of the 38th parallel  committed American troops
to a larger sca le  war with widened obj< 
response .  There w a s ,  however,  cons
general.  The press ,  esp ec ia l ly  the weekly papers,  continued to support 
the commitment to halt aggression.  As in July-September North Dakotans 
expressing an opinion on the war were evenly divided between support 
and opposition to halting communist aggression.  During
e c t iv e s ,  it prompted very little 
derable response to the war in
CO
Marion Unkenholz to Milton Young, October 29 , 1950. Young
Papers .
59Willard Ruliffson to Milton Young, November 1, 1950. Young 
Papers.  [Underlining in or ig inal.]
r f)
Milton Young to Marion Unkeijiholz, November 9 ,  1950; Milton 
Young to Willard Ruliffson, November 13, 1950. Young Papers.
1 ITelegram, Milton Young to Jack Swenson, November 14, 1950. 
Young Papers .
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October-November the press as  well  as  some individual c i t izens  con-
tinued to place part of the blame for tlle war on the Democratic
administration, particularly the State Department. With the exception
of the Grand Forks Herald and Usher Burdick, North Dakotans continued
to support the United Nations. There was very little comment on
Universal Military Training. Support for preparedness continued during
October-November as  it had from July -September. It seems reasonable
to conclude that so few North Dakotaris commented on the 38th parallel
crossing because  they believed the w ar was going well  for the United
Nations forces .  The United Nations troops were advancing steadily
towards the Yalu River after decis ive l /  defeating the North Koreans in
late September, 19 50.  The North Koreian capital had been captured and
the enemy government had fled. The NForth Korean armies seemed to
have virtually col lapsed,  for three we 
fighting.
eks in November there was no
CHAPTER III
AN ENTIRELY NEW WAR: THE CHINESE
ENTER— THE ALLIES RETREAT
December, 1950
On November 2 4 ,  1950,  when General MacArthur initiated his
"Home by Christmas" o ffensive ,  he pe 
that sent American and South Korean d
Valley of north central Korea about fiftV miles south of the Manchurian
border. (See Figure 3 ,  p. 61 . )  This 
Chinese began a counter-offensive on
humiliating defeat for the United Nations forces .  In full retreat,  by 
December 5 ,  they had abandoned Pyongyang, the North Korean capital.  
By December 15 General Almond's troops (on the western front) had 
retreated to an area below the 38th parallel  and by December 24 the
First Marine Division (on the eastern
the northeast.  During January, 1951
rsonally issued the commands 
v is ions  into the Chongchon
move ended in disaster  when the 
November 2 7 that ended in a
ront) had evacuated Hungnam in 
the Chinese continued their
1 i i  i'Allies Open 'End the War' Assault ,  " Fargo Forum, November 24 ,  
1950,  p. 1.




attack .  Eighth Army commander, Lt. General Matthew Ridgway ordered 
a retreat to the Pyongtaek-Samchok line approximately seventy miles
below the 38th paralle l .  On January 2 0 the front was stabilized near
Wonju. The Chinese New-Year offensive had ended but not before the
Eighth Army had given up 2 75 miles of 
Support for the war by the North 
December debacle .  Twelve papers-- ! :  
pledged their continued support to the
aggression. The Dickinson Press and
views of a syndicated columnist.  Noting the recent entry of Red 
Chinese troops into the fray he declared,  "this is  a time for the free 
nations of the world to stand up and b^ counted. It is  a new and
greater tes t  of their moral fiber than th
n 5outbreak of the Korean war. " The Fai;go Forum commented on the
cal l -up of the 164th Infrantry Regiment and the 188th Field Artillery 
units of the North Dakota National Guard: "We can only hope and pray 
that the c e a s e  fire order in the Korean 
before they are committed to act ion.  .
R ees ,  Korea: The Limited War,
I b i d . , pp. 178 , 184 .
’Editorial, Bruce Bios sa t ,  Dicki
p. 10; Jamestown Sun, December 4 ,  
credit Bios sat with the editorial.
hard-earned territory.
Dakota press continued during the 
ve dai l ies  and seven w e e k l ie s — 
commitment to halt communist 
Tamestown Sun published the
e one they met so well  at the
war will be issued and obeyed 
. No matter how long they are
p. 177,
nson P r e s s , December 12, 1950,
1 $50 , p. 4 .  The Sun did not
63
gone, we want them to know that North Dakota is back of them every 
0
inch of the way. " The Jamestown Sun a lso  noted the federalization 
of  the National Guard and lauded its past exploits  on Guadalcanal and 
in other World War II engagements.  The editor concluded, "to both the 
164th and the 188th, we join with other North Dakotans in wishing you 
smashing s u c c e s s  and, by all  means, a swift return."  Noting that 
President Truman said he might use the atomic bomb, the Minot Daily 
News thought,  "the greatest  hope remains that the flurry of talk about 
the atomic weapon may have jolted the communist capita ls  a l ittle too. 
They need to be reminded that we are in dead earnest in our backing of
O
the United Nations stand against  aggression.  The News printed an
editorial from a near-by weekly paper which noted the high cost  of war:
Wars tear apart c iv i l iza t ion s .  They burn out the insides  of 
nations, as  does a smoldering oil f i re .  They burn and cripple 
until there is  nothing left but crumbling heaps of misery and 
degredation.
This nation may stand thru another war. It may win another 
war. I t ’s got to win another war. But what will be le f t?^
Support was forthcoming in several weekly papers.  Two weeklies
drew paralle ls between Korea and Pearl Harbor. Referring to the heavy *7
^Editorial,  Fargo Forum, December 17, 1950, p. 40 .
7
Editorial, Jamestown Sun, December 19 , 19 50,  p.  4 .
^Editorial,  Minot Daily N ew s, December 11, 1950 , p. 4 .
^Editor ial ,  Towner,  Mouse  River Farmers P r e s s , December 7 ,
19 5 0 ,  p.  2 , quoted in Minot Dai ly  N e w s , December 16 ,  1 9 5 0 ,  p.  5 .
ca su a l t ie s  suffered by United Nations troops at the hands of the 
Chinese army the Bottineau Courant remarked:
Despite how dark things may look today we will not lose 
hope. Tomorrow, December 7 ,  is  the anniversary of Pearl 
Harbor. Things looked dark then. It was in December of 
1944 just  before Christmas when the Battle of the Bulge drove 
back and trapped some of our troops. Things were bad then 
too,  but we came out with our head|s up. We will this time
64
On December 7 the editor of  the Sargept County News remarked:
On th is ,  the ninth anniversary of Pearl Harbor, we can 
see the full rounding of the c ircle  that was begun on that 
black day which saw us embarked on the hardest— if not the 
longest - -w ar  in American history.
I firmly bel ieve in the rightness of the c a u s e ,  I think it is 
n ecessary  to draw a line and say "thus far and no further" to 
Stalin,  just  as  it finnally [sic] became n ecessary  with Hitler.  11
In mid-December the New Rockford Transcript and the Richland County
Farmer- Globe printed the same editorial:
Once again American armed forces  are in action trying to 
protect and uphold the ideal of freedom. Once again the spirit 
of Christmas will be mocked by hate and bloodshed on the 
batt le field .
In many American homes the roar of the cannon will make it 
hard to hear the ringing of the Christmas b e l l s .  That is to be *
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Bottineau Courant, December 6 ,  19 50, p. 2.
'■'•Editorial, Forman, Sargent County N ew s, December 7,  1950, 
p . 1. See a lso  Sargent County N ew s, December 28 ,  1950, p. 6.
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deeply regreted, but throughout history the torch of man's 
dignity and freedom has been held aloft only through the s a c r i ­
f ice  of its b e a r e r s . ^
The Foster County Independent and the Divide County Journal d iscussed 
the war in its relation to Christmas.  The Independent declared: "This 
Christmas American boys are fighting and dying on foreign soil  trying to
]  O  j
uphold principles of freedom. The| Journal's editor declared:
This country is in a more perilous position as  to its future 
than at any time in our history. The free nations of the world 
are up against  communist enemies numbering a bill ion five 
hundred million people,  who are on the march against  our 
theory of capita l is t  governments.  14
As part of their continued support for the war a few weekly and 
daily papers advocated greater preparedness.  The Minot Daily News 
discussed  the attack on Pearl Harbor 4nd the communist aggression in
Korea:
It would be well  if Americans, on this anniversary of the open­
ing of the greatest  war in history,  recalled the lesso n s  of that 
war. One of the le s s o n s  should include the truth which, . . . 
is  asso c ia ted  with George Washington: In times of peace prepare 
for war. That thinking, applied to the fullest  possible  extent ,  *19
1 9 Editorials ,  Wahpeton, Richland County Farmer-Globe,
December 12 , 1950,  p. 14; New Rocktord Transcript , December 14,
19 50,  p. 7. The Transcript did not give credit to the Farmer-Globe 
for the ed itor ia l .
^ E d i to r ia l ,  Carrington, Foster County Independent, December 21 ,  
1950, p.  2.
14 Editoria l ,  Crosb y ,  Divide Coijtnty Journal , December 28 , 1950 ,
p. 6.
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might help avert a major disaster  even though the United Nations 
confl ic t  in Korea appears to offer nothing but gloom. ^
In mid-December the Fargo Forum concluded that "sound practical sense
should have indicated during the last  half-year  that we had better do a
real job of getting ready against  any eventuality.  " The following day
the Forum advocated a huge defense-building program. "America wants
p e a ce ,  but in the world of today, armed might seems to be the only way
to preserve p e a ce .  The Valley City Times- Record said the Russians
were the chief threat:  "The Kremlin's purpose is  unalterable— to
destroy us .  " It added:
We must then resolve to do everything possible  to compel 
Russia to postpone the decis ion that means a general war.
That means a high state of military preparedness for ourselves 
and our Allies;  real production both for America and the crucial 
industry of Western Europe. It means accepting controls ,  
s a c r i f i c e s ,  hardships at h o m e . ^
Those who opposed preparedness incurred the wrath of the Adams County 
Record's editor:
It is a shame that our people couldn't see the need of more 
preparedness the past few years to avert the present war.
There were too many people right here in our midst who called 
others warmongers because they asked for preparedness when 
in reality the people who declared against  preparedness were
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Minot Daily N ew s, December 7,  19 50, p. 4 .
^ E d i to r ia l s ,  Fargo Forum, December 14, 1950, p. 22;
December 15, 1950,  p. 28 .
^ E d i t o r i a l ,  Valley  City T im e s - R e c o r d , December 16 ,  1950 ,  p.  2 .
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the warmongers.  They're the meatheads that usually do 
the most to bring about wars and the leas t  to fight 
them . 18
Several daily and weekly papers which supported the "police 
act ion"  and cal led for greater preparedness a lso  opposed negotiation. 
Some thought negotiation constituted appeasement.  The Bismarck 
Tribune remarked:
History has taught us that an agreement with Communists
is  good only so long as  it serves Communist purpose. Often
such accords are useful chiefly in lulling us to s leep .  If we
got a settlement,  we'd be stuck with the stigma attaching to
appeasement of communism, and wbuld st i l l  face the risk of
19losing later what we'd held througfj the agreement.
The Valley City Time s - Record took much the same view:
Russian talk of peace is  meaningless .  It is  contradicted 
by Communist action in Korea and Communist action in the 
United N at ions .
The Kremlin has no idea of negotiating a lasting peace or
18 Editorial, Hettinger,  Adams C
1950, p. 1. See a lso  Bottineau Couralnt, December 27 ,  1950,  p. 2
ounty Record, December 20 ,
A few editors lauded civil  defense efforts in their communities 
as  a preparation against  possible  a t tack .  According to one editor,  
"with the nearest Russian Air port only about 4 ,0 0 0  air miles away, 
or approximately 8 to 10 flying hours,  the IMPORTANCE of Civilian 
Defense cannot be stressed too much."  Editorial, Carson P r e s s , 
December 13, 1950,  p. 1. See a lso  Hillsboro Banner, December 8,  
19 50 , p. 2; Wahpeton, Richland County Farmer-Globe, December 2 6 
1950 , p . 12.
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Bismarck Tribune, December 12 , 1950 , p. 4 .
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any other kind of settlement that would hamper its plan for
global c o n q u e s t .2 0
The Bottineau Courant's editor declared:
Now the Chinese Reds have come across  the line;  invaded Korea
if you want to ca l l  it that .  No doubt those who dictate the
Chinese Reds a c t io n s ,  . . . have had this in mind for some
time.  Yet the UN entertains a delegation of Chinese Reds in
hopes of a peace settlement.  Seems to bring back old
memories.  Somebody e ls e  entertained other Orientals at the
9 1time of Pearl Harbor.
The Sargent County News reasoned: "Appeasing Germany in Hitler's hey
day did not bring 'peace in our time. ' Appeasing Russia now will do no
better .  " 22 The Killdeer Herald recalled Pearl Harbor:
HO HUM. The Verbal battle continues in the UN while 
American boys you and I know are getting shot up every hour.
If the Chinese Communists can talk and delay us long enough 
at the UN w e ' l l  have nothing left  in Korea but the graves of 
good soldiers over which no one can re jo ic e .  It might be 
pointed out that on this very day in 1941 we had some em is­
sar ies  of peace in Washington who had come here from Japan 
to talk p eace .  That was Pearl Harbor Day. When dictators,  
f a s c i s t s  and communists talk peacp we should prepare for 
war. We should have learned our l|esson nine years ago 
t o d a y .23
^ E d i t o r ia l ,  Valley City Times-fcecord, December 16, 1950,
p . 2 .
2 Editorial, Bottineau Courant, November 29 ,  1950, p. 2.  
22Editorial,  Forman, Sargent Cqunty N ew s, December 7,  19 50,
p . 1.
23Editorial, Killdeer Herald, December 7, 19 50, p. 4 .
Only three papers expressed anti-big  business  sentiment.  The 
Killdeer Herald thought the sacr i f ice  should be equalized: "The power­
ful U . S .  Chamber of commerce has started a campaign to avoid any kind
The war evoked cr it ic ism from the press on three other topics :  
American foreign policy,  the United Nations and America's a l l i e s .  
Criticism of the State Department came from both the interventionist 
and isolat ionis t  p re ss .  The anti-communist papers accused the State 
Department of ineptitude. The Jamestown Sun declared:
We al l  have known for a long time that there was too much 
coddling of the Russians being done by our government and by 
the United Nations. It was forced by Joe Stalin and his 
cohorts and everybody went along with it hoping that Stalin 
w a s n ’t thinking of what everyone was convinced he had in mind.
The American people were not content to do so ,  but grudgingly 
accepted the hope that our state department knew what it was 
doing in its deal ings .  But l ike the UN, that protective agency 
[the state department] was satis f ied to do business  with a pen
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of government controls and e x c e s s  profits t a x .  There is considerable 
merit in their arguments. However their contention that se l f  control in 
business  will halt inflation is even l e s s  commendable than wishful 
thinking. The se l f  control of which they speak can be pointed out in a 
few c a s e s .  For example, it was recently pointed out that certain 
export firms in the U . S .  are and have been sending petroleum and 
valuable military goods to Communist China. In fact these firms even 
had enough se lf  control to l is t  petroleum, . . .  as  medicine on their 
shipping forms. Because of this demonstrated se l f  control many of our 
young men are being slaughtered in the present rout of UN troops by the 
Chinese communists ."  Editorial,  Killdeer Herald, November 30 ,  1950, 
p. 4 .  See a lso  Rugby, Pierce County Tribune, December 21 ,  1950. 
p. 2 1 .  The Union Farmer, off ic ia l  papbr of the North Dakota Farmers 
Union, printed a cartoon called "Paytriotism! " The upper half of the 
cartoon shows two soldiers carrying a soldier on a stretcher.  Below 
is a businessman labeled "Big Business"  and on his back ,  a pile of 
money. The businessman s a y s ,  "No Excess  Profits Tax!  Or I Won't 
Increase War Production! ! " The cartoon was drawn by John M. Baer, 
former cartoonist for the Nonpartisan League, and for forty years the 
cartoonist for Labor, the off ic ia l  publication of the Railroad Brother­
h o o d s . Cartoon, North Dakota Union farmer,  December 4 ,  19 50, p. 8.
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m hand rather than by use of a l ittle of the people s common 
24s e n s e . ^
Referring to Allied reversals  the Pierce County Tribune remarked:
Most thinking people agree that because  of a ser ies  of 
th ings,  traitors in our midst, traitors among top government 
off ic ia ls  and bad judgement or lack of brains of [in] many of 
the same, [also] bad luck, a l l  [these] mixed with the insane 
obsess ion  of the Communists to want to conquer the world, 
we find ourselves in the most precarious situation of our 
history as  a p e o p le .25
The isolat ionist  press a lso  cr i t ic ized American foreign policy. 
The Grand Forks Herald cast igated the State Department:
This hast ily  conceived adventure in Korea, born largely 
out of conceit  and an immature knowledge of al l  that is 
involved, reversed a so called foreign policy of the United 
States  that stood for abandonment in Asia.
We are now paying the price of a sort of a fumbling "blind 
man's bluff" foreign policy,  and we must make the best  of 
the sorry bargain.
An editorial very cr i t ica l  of American foreign policy appeared in the 
Bowbells Tribune. It printed an editorial from an Idaho weekly news­
paper cr itic izing Texas Senator Thomas Connally:
Now you say to hell  with the Republican consultat ion on 
international policy,  that you are for an American policy on 
foreign affa irs .  You don't have an American policy and 
haven't  since Roosevelt took over iji 1933. Therefore,  *2
24 Editorial, Jamestown Sun, November 30, 19 50, p.  12.
^^Editorial, Rugby, Pierce Counjy Tribune, December 7,  1950,
p. 2 .
2 6Editorial,  Grand Forks Herald, December 6,  1950, p. 4 .  Later 
in this editorial and others the Herald called for withdrawal from Korea.
Senator Connally,  we say to hell  with you, Vandenburg, Roosevelt ,  
and every one e l s e  who took us into this unAmerican international 
m e s s . * 2 ?
The Richland County Farmer- G lo b e , usually an interventionist paper, 
published an isolat ionis t  editorial:
The advocates of the one world policy have little to show 
for some 30 years of that idea except American graveyards in 
just  about every nation on the face of the earth. The 
M essaba  [ sic] iron range has been sunk to the bottom of the 
oceans of the world. American capital has been "loaned" to 
ungrateful people who return good will with hatred. ^
Some of these  same editors attacked the United Nations. Referring 
to the recent  Red Chinese attack the Jamestown Sun urged the United 
Nations to act quickly to halt aggression: "For the first t ime, the 
United Nations is going to have to quit playing scared to death of the 
Russians and demand a showdown. If it doesn ' t ,  it will  be the laugh­
ing stock of the world-- the biggest joke since the League of Nations. "29 
Wahpeton's Richland County Farmer- C l̂obe did not like United Nations 
control of American troops. "If the United Nations is to be an organiza­
tion that makes rules and sends American troops to enforce those 
regulations , a considerable lessening)of  interest in the United Nations
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Editorial, Power County (Idahib), Power County P r e s s , quoted 
in Bowbells Tribune, December 7 ,  1950, p. 2 .
2 REditorial, Wahpeton, Richlancjl County Farmer-Globe, 
December 5,  1950 , p. 15.
2 Q̂Editoria l ,  Jamestown S u n , November 3 0 ,  1950 , p.  12.
can be expected here.  "30 The Bowbells Tribune took much the same 
approach: "Another thing that seems a bit difficult to understand is 
that W e,  the United S ta tes ,  are the ones who are doing the fighting, 
and the United Nations is telling us how, when and where. Just don't
O I
make s e n s e .
Newspaper accounts of the war referred to the "Allied" effort.  The
"All ies"  were made up primarily of American and South Korean units.
The only other forces  came from Great Britain, Canada, Turkey, Greece
and eleven other nations plus hospital units from India and four other
nations. Most of these  countries contributed only one infantry batta l -  
3 2ion. This puny effort by other Unitejd Nations members prompted
c r i t i c i s m . The Hillsboro Banner declared:
There is certain to be a reexamination of our policy of try­
ing to "buy" friendship around the globe. There should be a 
study to determine if the funds we have spent to help our 
would be friends have been spent wisely  or squandered.
Uncle Same stands virtually alohe in its fight against  
world aggression.  We have the token help of members of the 
United Nations. So far,  at leas t  in Korea, that help has been 
negligible and it is apparent l it tle more will be made availableQ O
if  the confl ic t  breaks out into anot’n|er global w a r . 00 
Rugby's Pierce County Tribune was even more cr it ical:  *2
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Editorial, Wahpeton, Richland) County Farmer-Globe, 
December 5,  1950,  p.  15.
^ E d i to r ia l ,  Bowbells Tribune, December 7,  1950, p. 2 .
3^Rees, Korea: The Limited W a r , p. 4 57.
2 2 iEditorial, Hillsboro Banner, December 8 ,  1950, p. 2 .
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What of our A l l ie s?  Maybe you have more faith than I.
It seems to me that most of them are already so rotten with 
Communists within their own countries that in case  of a show­
down, they'd be of l i t t le  u se .  Most of them are exhausted, 
economical ly and morally.  So bankrupt do they seem to be that 
they expect  us to feed and protect them. Their main contribu­
tion to the common cause seems to be debate .  34
Although there was continued press support for the commitment to 
halt aggression,  for the first time since the Korean "police action" 
began in June, there was editorial opposition. Referring to the Red 
Chinese at tack the Grand Forks Herald declared: "We face a definite 
situation now that cannot be concealed by technica l  phrases and 
military mumbo-jumbo. If the Chinese Reds continue attacking in hordes 
beyond the 38th paralle l ,  the ta c t i c a l  thing is  to get out of Korea but 
fa s t .  "35 On December 2 0 the Grand Forks editor reaffirmed his 
position:
To stay in Korea against  the vastly  greater numerical 
strength of the Chinese Reds would serve no purpose except 
to exhaust and reduce our limited force there.  . . .  If we 
withdraw without co n ce ss io n s  or some form of appeasement,
we do so honorably. 3 5
Only one weekly paper, the Bowbells ^ribune, advocated withdrawal 
from Korea: 34
34 Editorial, Rugby, Pierce County Tribune, December 7,  1950,
p . 2 .
35Editorial, Grand Forks Herald, December 6 ,  1950, p. 4. See 
a lso  December 10, 1950,  p.  4 .
35Editor ia l ,  Grand Forks Herald,  December 20 , 1950 ,  p.  4 .
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The other night we heard propaganda a g e n t , Chet 
Huntley, say we had a choice  of two e v i l s ,  either an 
al l -out  war with China or withdraw entirely from Korea 
and that the later was unthinkable. Why not withdraw?
We have no legal or moral right to send these fine young 
men into this human slaughter house that was con­
structed by a few would be "drunken sa i lors .  "3 7
On December 2 1 the Tribune ask ed ,  "what method is  to be persued [ sic]
to attain consolat ion and peace of mind for the needless  slaughter of
o o
thousands of American youth in Korea. °
Although they were not opposed to the war, three daily papers 
thought the atomic bomb might shorten the Korean war and save American 
l iv e s .  The Tamestown Sun began by stat ing, "we're against  i t .  " How­
ever,  after d iscussing the military and diplomatic asp e c ts  of using the 
atomic bomb, the Sun concluded:
For our money, our atomic bomb stockpile should be labeled 
right now. "For Joe Stalin Personadly"— and if it ever becomes 
n ecessary  to cure Stalin by its u se ,  we're behind the step, 
because  this  is  one time we don't Jvant to be getting in ourQ Q
licks  se co n d . ^
The Valley City Times- Record weighed the military and moral a sp e c ts  of 
using the bomb and concluded: 3
3 ^Editorial, Power County (Idaho), Power County P r e s s , quoted in 
Bowbells Tribune, December 7 , 1950,  p.  2.
^ E d i to r ia l ,  Bowbells Tribune, December 21 , 1950 , p. 2 .  The 
Tribune printed a cartoon entitled "Powder Keg. " It pictured a barrel 
labeled "World War III" sitting atop a map marked "Korea. " A fuse 
hanging from the keg was labeled "Chinese Communist Intervention."
^ E d i t o r i a l ,  Jamestown S u n , December 1, 1950 , p.  4 .
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These are types of questions military men would ask  them­
se lv es  in any big war. A final decis ion likely would have to 
be made by the President as  Commander-in-chief.  But the 
ingredients of that decis ion should be military— not moral .4(1
The Mandan Daily Pioneer wavered:
The decis ion boi ls  down to a military one. The atomic 
bomb is too signif icant ,  too destructive and too costly  to 
be used ca su a l ly .  Yet if  the situation ar ises  in which the 
use of the bomb is c learly  indicated for strategic  and ta c t ica l  
rea s o n s ,  both Americans and others should know that neither 
pol it ical  or moral demurrals are likely to override the military 
dec is ion .  The poli t ical and military ob ject ives  are ,  after a l l ,  
the same. And it is more moral to attempt to end a war than 
to prolong it .  Would the atomic bomb end the war or spread 
i t ?  There 's the ru b .41
A few North Dakotans writing their members of Congress supported 
the war. A district Veterans of Foreign Wars meeting in Carrington 
passed a resolution supporting the commitment to halt aggression:  "We 
feel that this nation should place squarely before the United Nations in 
no uncertain terms the imperative and unalterable n eces s i ty  of backing *4
4(1Editor ial, Valley City T imes-Record, December 7 ,  1950, p. 2 .  
See a lso  Valley City T imes-Record, December 11, 1950, p. 2 .
4 E d i t o r ia l ,  Mandan Daily Pioneer , December 9 ,  19 50, p. 4 .
Several editors stressed prayer as  a means of finding a solution 
to the war. "On such a beautiful day as  this it is  hard to bel ieve that 
many of our boys are fighting for their l ives on a b leak,  foreign s o i l - -  
fighting because a group of fanatics  in Moscow hope to bankrupt our 
nation of men and money while they use lackeys of other nations to do 
their fighting. We st il l  bel ieve there is  a Just God and that if all  of us 
live better l ives and pray more often , A WAY OUT WILL BE FOUND. " 
Editorial, Valley City Times-Record, November 28 ,  1950, p. 2 .  See 
a lso  Harvey Herald, December 2 1 ,  19$0, p. 1; Langdon, Cavalier 
County Republican, December 28 ,  19 50, p. 4; Lisbon, Ransom County 
Gazette , December 2 1, 1950,  p. 1.
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up its original decis ion to act  in Korea to stop Red aggression.  "42 A 
farmer and World War II veteran stated emphatically:
It is my bel ie f  that after having went to such a great 
expense in Korea e sp ec ia l ly  in the life of men to defend 
our stand that it would now be a betrayal of these  mens 
faith in us here at home to sett le  for anything le s s  than a 
free country for these people [the Koreans] . For so many 
of these  men have died already for this cause that there 
just  has to be something in i t .  43
A Fargo resident was resolute:
It is my b e l ie f  that we could have done no different in 
getting ourselves into the so -ca l le d  Korean ' 'm e s s . "
Appeasement is not,  has never and will  never be the 
answer in the handling of the terrible disturbances thrust 
out by the blood maniacs of the Krqmlin.
The hour is  very late yet there are those of us who 
relegate fear to its rightful position in the cellar  and say 
with a l l  our hearts and souls that we live by the precept 
that individual human dignity is forever sacred no matter 
what the c o s t .44
Dr. C .  C .  Swain, President of Minot State College declared adamantly
America needs nothing quite so much as  to be shaken out 
of her complacency and to face the stark reality that the life 
of our western c iv i l iza t ion ,  and all! that we have come to 
hold dear and valuable in l i fe ,  is h'anging in the balance .  42
42 iJohn J .  Satt ler ,  Commander, Ipepartment of North Dakota
Veterans of Foreign Wars to President Truman, December 4 ,  1950. A
copy was sent to Senator William Langer.  Langer Papers.
“̂ J o s e p h  W .  Johnson to William Langer,  December 4 , 1950. 
Langer Papers .
^ R o b e r t  Thacker to Milton Young, December 7 ,  1950. Young 
Pap ers .
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The only thing that will  stop Russia is  force. 45
In early December Representative Usher Burdick seemed to reverse 
his earlier  support of the war effort. He bemoaned the lack of support 
from other United Nations members and added that Korea was "a poor 
place to tes t  the defense of freedom" since Americans were fighting alone 
"almost 7 ,0 0 0  miles from home against  a bill ion communists."^® How­
ever,  six  days later Burdick said it was time to "forget that we are 
Republicans or Democrats"  and to unite against  the common m e n a c e . ^
During Christmas week,  with United Nations forces in full retreat,  he
stated emphatically:
The free nations of the world are up against Communist enemies 
numbering 1 bi l l ion , 500 million people,  who are on the march 
against  our theory of capita l is t  governments. If we should fail  
in our attempt to protect this democracy, then the noblest plan
of government will be defeated and what w
long will  be denied u s .  We can 't  permit this to happen and
we shall  have to give a l l  we have f:o avert
e have enjoyed for so
4 Hthis danger. °
A Fargo resident wanted American troops to be granted permission 
to bomb strategic  military positions iA Manchuria 's privileged sanctuary *4
^ 5 "Two Years Universal Service for Young Men Gets  Support Among 
Minot Leaders ,  " Minot Daily N ew s, December 15, 1950 , p. 14.
^ N e w s  R e le ase ,  December 6,  1950. Burdick Papers.
^ " N o  Cause to Oust Acheson, Burdick Say s ,  " Minot Daily N ew s, 
December 12, 1950,  p. 5.
4 RNews R e le a se ,  Christmas W e e k , 1950. Burdick Papers.  See 
a lso  Congressional Record, 81st  Cong. , 2d s e s s .  , XCVI, 7 9 2 4 -7 9 2 5 .
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as a means of protecting men in com bat .49 *52 A Bismarck confectioner,
referring to e x c e s s iv e  government spending, declared:
All this monies wasted MUST be used for tanks ,  guns, planes 
and ammunition if we are to survive the present c r i s i s ,  pray 
God it is not too la te .  . . . Let us lose  no further time in pre­
paring for war, not in half way measures,  but all  out read iness ,  
in no other way can we save our country at this c r i t ica l  time. ^0
Several North Dakotans thought Chiang K ai-shek 's  Nationalist  
Chinese forces should be enlis ted in the fray. A Fargo secretary 
remarked: "I can see no reason why we shouldn't accept aid from the 
Nationalist  government of China. Why should are [sic] men do most of
the fighting without the aid of the countries that are willing to send men
over to help u s ? " ^  Another Fargo resident observed:
I have spent considerable time visiting around in lobies  and 
general hang out p laces  in Fargo, and elsewhers the Korean 
situation was being d iscussed:  The almost unanomes opinion 
was . . . that Chinese Nationalist help be accepted and a 
second front be e s ta b l i s h e d . ^2
"Why are our boys being sacrif iced in Korea, " asked a Fargoan, "while 
Chiang and his trained Chinese soldiers  sit  on the island of Formosa
49 Norman C. Severson to William Langer,  November 2 8 ,  1950. 
Langer Papers .
^9 Mel H. Johnson to Milton Young, December 14, 19 50. Young 
Papers.  [Capitalization in original .]
^ G lo r ia  Van Horn to Milton Young, December 6,  1950. Young 
P ap ers .
52 Paul Rognlie to William Langer, December 7,  1950. Langer 
Papers.  [Spelling errors in original.]
straining at the l e a s h ? " 53 The Killdeer Herald's publisher told Senator 
Young, "I think we can give the Chinese Nationalists all  the help they 
want and keep our boys out of China.  " 5  ̂ A Minot resident advocated 
fu l l - s c a le  aid to the Nationalists :
Now with our Korean retreat let us go all  out and reinforce 
the N at ional is ts ,  start a counterrevolution from within China 
and eat Communist China from the inside out until we can get 
into shape. The Chinese farmer is ready and waiting for a 
leader.  5 5
A Bismarck housewife questioned Senator Langer:
Can you te l l  me the answer to this  question?  We 
recognize Nationalist  China in the U .N .  She is one of the 
so -ca l le d  " b ig -F iv e " ,  is she not?  Yet in our fighting in 
Korea, [we are] carrying the major portion on our sholders,  
yet fighting as a United Nations force,  we do not accept 
the help of Nationalist  China.  Why can 't  or don’t we use 
their soldiers ? 55
Senator Milton Young shared North Dakota 's  concern that Chiang Kai- 
shek and Nationalist  China join in the war. In mid-December Young 
remarked: "The State Department in my opinion influenced by pro- 
Communist thinking, more than five years ago joined in the Communist
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53Mrs.  Hazel Benson to William Langer, December 7,  1950. 
Langer Papers .
5^Ed Doherty to Milton Young, December 8 ,  19 50. Young Papers.
55John Tribe to Milton Young, December 17, 1950. Young Papers.
55Mrs.  Elmer G. Gahley to William Langer, December 2 9 ,  1950. 
Langer Papers .  See a lso  letters to Senator Young from Republican State 
Senator P. L. F o s s ,  Valley City ,  December 12, 1950; C .  W . Waldron, 
Minot,  December 6,  1950; and D. V/. Baldwin, Langdon, December 13, 
1950.
program to discredit and liquidate Chiang Kai-shek and the Republic of 
China. ” Young thought the United Nations "should accept  the offer of 
Chiang Kai-shek of his more than 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  well- trained and w e l l -  
equipped Chinese Nationalist  t ro o p s . "  In a speech in the House, 
Representative Burdick asked ,  "have we the moral right to refuse the 
a s s i s t a n c e  of the Nationalist  Army of China which is  more than willing 
to enter the c o n t e s t ? " ^
In December, as during the preceding five months, North Dakotans 
continued to blame the administration for the war. Only two constituents 
writing to the Congressional delegation defended the administration. A 
Bismarck man advised Senator Young: "Stand by. Truman whatever 
happens. "59 A Walhalla  man defended Dean Acheson:
Some of us Republicans are of the opinion that it is a 
mistake to a s s a i l  Secretary Acheson.
80
He impresses us as an able off ic ia l  and a constructive 
thinker.  He was largely responsible for the Marshall  Plan. 
Granted that it has not been well  administered in certain
5?Press  R e le a se ,  Milton R. Young, December 13, 1950. See also 
le tters from Senator Young to Mrs.  Roy Swenson, December 13 , 1950; 
Elmer M. Nordby, December 11, 1950; and C. W . Graves ,  December 13, 
1950. Young Papers.
^ Congressional Record, 81st Cong. , 2d s e s s .  , XCVI, 16139.
59a . PI. Fruh to Milton Young, n .d .  but received December 4 ,  
1950. Young P a p ers .
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r e s p e c t s ,  [but] is the blame for that with the Secretary of 
S t a t e ? 60
Most m essages  cast igated the administration. Some thought the 
problems stemmed from mistakes made in the 1940 ' s .  A c i t izen of the 
small town of Michigan who addressed Senator William Langer as  "First 
Cit izen Bill"  was very cr i t ical  of the administration:
Because of the criminal intent— design— or at best  gross 
incompetense of this & the executive govt preceding this 
administration, this world is now faced by either [the] 
n e ce s s i ty  of correction [changing American foreign policy] 
in so far as  possib le  or e ls e  persisting in a course leading 
to a war of annihilat ion. * 6 ^
A Minot attorney spoke of "the incredible blunders of Yalta,  of Teheran 
and of Potsdam; . . . [and the] . . . asinine grandstanding committed 
in the Roosevelt administration. "
Several people attacked Secretary of State Ache son and President 
Truman. Most of this cr it ic ism came from isolat ionis ts  who thought the 
government had "bungled" the nation into commitments like halting
60Charles Converse to Milton Young, December 2 2 ,  1950. Young 
Pap ers .
6 *HarryA. Biesio to William Langer, December 2 , 1951. Langer 
Papers .  Biesio told Langer, "you are the lone survivor in the Govt of 
those who tried unsuccessful ly  to avoid this d i s a s t e r - - H o n . Burt Wheeler 
and Hon. Hen'k Shipstead [sic] arr the men who like yourself  saw [the 
mistakes of the Democratic administration] . . .  & did their patriotic 
duty--only  to be reviled and defeated by the sinis ter  influence of those 
who brought your America and mine to this  a b y s s .  " [Punctuation and 
spelling errors in original.]
6 2 C . W .  Waldron to Milton Young, December 6 ,  1951 .  Young
P a p e r s .
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aggression in Korea. The possib i l i ty  that troops would be sent to 
Europe to form a NATO army prompted a Fargo automobile salesman to 
ask  Senator Young, "what is  the matter with our leader and Atcheson, 
are they insane ,  le ts  take care off our side here [the Western 
Hemisphere], we just  have not got a chance against ,  a ll  those lunatics ,  
do your best  Senator Young. ” A Parshall  resident cast igated President 
Truman:
By what authority did Mr. Truman have to start a war with 
Korea. Order our boys into action without tanks ,  planes or 
guns and no winter clothing as if we have a one man govern­
ment.  What in heavens name are the congressmen and 
Senators doing on the payrool.  The constituttion reads its 
up to Congress to declare war. The Home Front is Bitter and 
hostile  over Trumans shameful Blundering and disaster  in Korea. 
Truman set the stage for disaster  and doom. . . . Mr. Truman 
should be tried by a Court of Gold Star Mothers as  a war 
criminal.  ^4
A Bismarck weather observer alluded to the mistakes of " these  years of 
foreign intervention" then crit ic ized Senator Young: "I thought you 
Senators determined WARS--what is this affair in Korea? Does Dean 
Acheson dictate to YOU and the American people,  so the same mistakes 
will again be made and the same blind course [followed as  that one] 6
6 3Martin Koenning to Milton Young, December 2 0 ,  19 50. Young 
Papers .  [Punctuation and spelling errors in original.]
6^H. Peterson to Milton Young, December 22 , 1950. Young 
Papers.  [Capitalization,  punctuation and spelling errors in original .]
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followed in Europe. An Epping man about to enter the Army in January 
wrote:  "I am getting s ick and tired by [of] the way Congress is letting 
Truman and Dean Atcheson run the world. Who started the Korean War?
I think Dean Atcheson did. 1 ^
Other North Dakotans crit ic ized foreign policy makers in general
rather than any particular individual.  The director of the State Laboratory
at Bismarck attacked American diplomats:
It seems to me as  a common c it izen that this country has 
been playing around about long enough, over there in Europe 
and Asia.  It seems to me that the bungling of our diplomats 
in the past has got our Country into a sorry m e s s . ^
After stating that Americans should "pull in our neck a b i t ,  " a Fargo man
reasoned:
I bel ieve that our leaders ,  for a good many ye ars ,  have been
using extremely poor judgement in their foreign policy.  For all
I know, in a few years we may be fighting England and Canada.
At leas t  it seems to be common practice for our foreign pol ic ies
ft& friendships to reverse them selves .
^Meyer s. Cohen to Milton Young, December 22 , 1950. Young 
Papers.  [Capitalization in original .]
^ D o n a ld  Knutson to Milton Young, December 30 , 1950. Young 
Papers.  [Spelling errors in original.]
°^F. W. Lonsbrough to William Langer, December 6,  1950. 
Langer Papers .
ft ft°Edward Brekke to William Langer, December 8 ,  1960. Langer
Papers .
For similar isolat ionis t  views cr i t ica l  of the administration see 
letters to Senator Young from Mrs.  Robert W. Vance,  Grand Forks, 
December 1, 1950; Mrs.  Otto G ajewski ,  Alexander,  December 4 ,
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Some interventionists were c r i t ica l  of the administration. A 
Monango man remarked:
It is my opinion and the opinion of others that it is  not 
General MacArthur's fault because of [for] what is happening 
in Korea. It is the fault of some one higher up, namely Dean 
Acheson and some others who seem to be willing to let 
American soldiers die because of their stupidity.  ^9
A Fargo man declared, "Communist China entered the Korean war on a
large s c a l e ,  our military personnel there is  virtually forbidden to fight
back due to sluggishness in action on the part of our leaders (State
Dept and/or Chief Executive) to permit our troops to use necessary
means (i e bombing of strategic  positions in China and Manchuria).
While some North Dakotans were content t o  place blame on the *6970
1950; Robert R. Rust, Martin, December 7,  1950; Mrs. Alfred B.
Schauer,  Napoleon, December 9 ,  19 50; State Senator P . L. F o s s ,
Valley City, December 12, 1950; Martin Koenning, Fargo, December 20 ,  
1950; DonVogtman, Bismarck, December 2 1 ,  1950; Loren Oliver,
Fargo, December 22 ,  1950.  Letters to Senator Langer from J .  W. Enger, 
O a k e s ,  December 4 ,  1950; Mrs.  Emma G i l l i g , et a l . , Fargo, Decem­
ber 2 1 ,  1950; Ferdinand Manz, Martin, December 29 ,  1950; and the 
Reverend Eldred D. Murdoch, an Episcopal priest of Christ Church 
Episcopal,  Mandan, December 29 ,  1950. Langer Papers .
69 Lawrence Richter to William Langer, December 4 ,  1950. Langer
Pap ers .
70 Norman C .  Severson to William Langer, November 2 8 ,  1950. 
Langer Papers .  [Parentheses and grammar errors in original.]
For other interventionist views cr i t ica l  of the administration see 
letters to Senator Young from Dr. P. H. Burton, Fargo, December 1,
1950; and Mel H. Johnson, Bismarck Dairy Queen manager, December 14, 
1950. Young Papers .  See a lso  letter to Senator Langer from KFGO news 
director,  Frank P . Sanders,  Fargo, December 3,  1950. Langer Papers .
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administration's foreign policy makers,  others clamored for a "house-  
c leaning"  of the administration, e s p e c ia l ly  the State Department.
Several iso lat ionis ts  demanded change.  A Fargo merchant asked Senator 
Young, "I wonder if there aren't  enough Senators and Congressmen like 
yourself  that feel i t ' s  about time to get rid of every Communist Red--  
Acheson and Latimore [ s i c ] — in Washington and get down to real bed­
rock! " 7 -̂ A Mayville resident was very cr it ical:
We really  got taken for a ride by this bungling administra­
t ion,  we have to put a stop to sending our boys to fight other 
peoples wars a l l  over the world. Pres .  Truman should be 
impeached for the uncalled for slaughter of our b o y s . 73
A Minot attorney recounted the "double-deal ism " mistakes of the last
twenty years of the Democratic administrations, then added:
As one c i t iz e n ,  I therefore earnest ly urge that every step 
be taken to secure a Secretary of State who is thinking of 
the United S ta tes .  We should have a complete housecleaning 
in the State Department. The next elect ion will  take care of 
the president and le ts  get our fine young men back here where 
together we can prepare for the defense of the greatest country 
on ear th . 73
A Buxton resident chided Senator Langer: "You have been strangely 
quiet during this grave c r is is  which we are in,  " then added: *17
73J.  M. Wylie to Milton Young, November 28 ,  1950. Young 
Pap ers .
17 Jacob Quanbeck to Milton Young, December 5,  1950. Young
Papers .
7 3 C .  W .  Waldron to Milton Young, December 6 ,  1950 .  Young
P a p e r s .
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As our representative in the Senate we would like to see a 
housecleaning in our State Dept.  We have been playing right 
into the hands of the enemies of our country, through the 
leadership of our present Secretary people in our community 
are throughly disgusted with [the] present s ta tus .
We demand Dean Acheson be f i r e d .74
A Fargo insurance underwriter remarked:
Our frontiers are not China, India,  G ree ce ,  Germany and every 
other known spot on this globe. L e t 's  be honest we are a great 
people and a [great] nation, but even as  individuals we have 
our l im ita t ions .
If this be isolationism, . . . then I for one am willing to 
stand up and be counted. * 7^
Senator Young told a Bismarck confectioner ,  "somehow we must get rid 
of Acheson immediately and Truman two years from now. I hope and 
pray that no more tragic event than the one in Korea will occur within 
the next two y e a rs .  " 7 ^
74James Egge to William Langer, December 7 ,  1950. Langer 
Papers.  [Grammar errors in original.]  From the material available  it 
appears that Egge was correct in accusing Senator Langer of being very 
quiet .  Langer issued no press re le a se s  and made few statements of any 
kind explaining his views on the Korean War. The replies to his con­
stituents were sometimes written a month later and usually were non­
committal.  He was the most ret icent  of the North Dakota Congressional 
de leg at ion .
7 "’Walter FI. Mashek to Milton Young, December 7,  1950. Young 
Papers .  See a lso  letters to Senator Young from G. C .  Ryan, Grand Forks, 
December 4 , 1950; Dr. William A. Gerrish,  formerly of Jamestown, retired 
in California,  December 7,  1950; Quentin M. Johnson, Fargo,
December 8 ,  1950; C . W . Graves ,  Grand Forks, December 8 ,  1950; and 
L. R. Nostdal ,  Rugby attorney, December 8 ,  1950. Young Papers.
^ M i l t o n  R. Young to Mel H. Johnson, December 14, 1950. Young 
Papers.  See a lso  Young to Mrs. Roy Swensen, December 9 , 1950;
Dr. William A. Gerrish, December 12 , 1950; and Mrs.  C . W . Graves ,  
December 13, 1950.  Young Papers.
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Some interventionists a lso  demanded sweeping reform. A Grand
Forks Central High School teacher wrote,  "because I am no student of
foreign affairs or diplomatic maneuvers I realize I do not see 'all  the
picture'  but I am vitally interested in seeing a housecleaning in our
State Department, and constructive, immediate help for our fighting men 
7 7in Korea. " After Secretary Ache son's  speech at the Farmers Union 
Grain Terminal Association meeting in St.  Paul, a Minot man wrote to 
Senator Young:
This definitely pegs the man. We ought to get rid of him 
and get going on a positive strong program in China.  He is 
another weakling like Chamberlin [sic] who emphasized "Peace 
in our time" and how wrong he w a s . ^
After claiming that the administration deserted Chiang Kai-shek and left
American troops in a "death trap" a Minot concrete company owner
declared, "brother if this  is not treason I dont know the meaning of the
word. Mr Trumans stincking Red Herring should be shoved down his
throat with an Empeachment along with his Glorious friend Atcheson and
his whole Fair (Racket) D e a l . " ^  Representative Burdick was *19
77 Mrs. C . W. Sawyer to William Langer , December 9 ,  1950. 
Langer Papers .
7ft Harold Dunnell to Milton Young, December 2 ,  1950. Young
P ap ers .
^ M y ro n  j . Miller to Milton Young, n .d .  , received December 4 ,
19 50.  Young Papers.  [Punctuation and spelling errors in original.]
See a lso  Mrs.  Hazel Benson, Fargo, to William Langer, December 7,
19 50. Langer Papers .  Mrs. Robert Tatlow Barnard, Fargo, to Milton 
Young, December 4 ,  1950. Young Papers.
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dissat is f ied  with the Administration but did not ca l l  for Ache son's  removal 
or Truman's impeachment. Burdick explained his position to Henry 
Kiehn, Minot 's  mayor: "As long as the President wants him there is 
nothing Congress can do about i t - - u n l e s s  it gets  so bad that someone
o n
will  be impeached. In a letter  to a Wil l is ton man, Burdick explained 
his position fully:
If I were President,  I would let Ache son go,  but unfortunately 
for the country, I am not President!  The Secretary of State is 
nothing but a mouthpiece for the President,  and it has always 
been that way through our history. Only one man rebelled 
against  the President,  and that was William Jennings Bryan, 
and he resigned the very day after he could not agree with the 
President .
I didn't support Truman, so any of his se lec t ions  can 't  be 
charged to me. As long as  Truman will keep Acheson, we shall 
have to go ahead with the war on that b a s i s .  81
8 0 u s h e r L .  Burdick to Henry Kiehn, December 2 6 ,  1950. Burdick 
P ap ers .
^ U s h e r L .  Burdick to Kenneth Kuhn, December 2 7 ,  19 50. Burdick 
Pap ers .
During December there was more opposition to the war-related 
Universal Military Training than support for i t .  A Gackle farmer told 
Senator Langer: "I think that U . M . T .  is the worst and dangeroust thing 
that can and could happen to our sons and daughters.  . . .  If only this 
was Election year I am positive a new and different administration would 
be elected to keep this U . M . T .  bill from becoming law, as  far as  I have 
heard and I have talked with many people they are all  against  U . M . T .  " 
Albert Kinzler to Milton Young, December 8 ,  19 50. Young Papers.  See 
a lso  letters to Senator Young from Mr. and Mrs. Gust Heringstad,
Mohall ,  December 31,  1950.  Young Papers.  Letters to Senator Langer 
from Mrs.  Casper Anderson, Valley City, December 18, 1950; and 
Alfred Thompson , Rolette,  December 8 , 1950. Langer Papers . Thompson 
wrote on stationery marked: "Mili tarism--Arch Enemy of Liberty!
Repeal Se lect ive Service Law. No Universal MILITARY training in
89
Several North Dakotans questioned the e f f icacy  of the United 
Nations. A Grand Forks broker thought "running the world today with 
and by the United Nations is l ike trying to run a very large Corporation 
with a committee se lec ted  at Random and with no common view point.
It can 't  be d o n e . " ^  A Washburn man stated: "I openly have opposed 
this  kind of kid play for and s ince the UN came into being--but  when 
anybody says a word against  the world wide Santa Claus hand outs to a
O O
bunch of beggers all  over the world we are called ' I s o la t io n is t s . '
U .S .A .  " Only two people supported U . M . T .  Referring to the enlarged 
armed services  which the program would make p o s s ib le ,  President Swain 
of Minot State College maintained, "the only thing that will stop Russia 
is  force.  . . . Only UMS will guarantee this s trength ."  Henry Kiehn, 
Minot 's mayor a lso  favored the plan. "Such training, . . . and [with] 
its result in a large standing army in the United S ta te s ,  may prove the 
dif ference between retention of l iberty, . . . and utter ch a o s ,  in the 
event of conquest by godless  communists.  " "Two Years Universal 
Service . . . Gets  Support Among Minot L e a d e rs , "  Minot Daily N ew s, 
December 15, 1950,  p.  14.
Only a few North Dakotans critic ized the administration’s policy 
of drafting farmers and farm laborers.  A McVille farmer told Young: "The 
draft of f ic ia ls  te l l  us we do not need farm boys to work on the farms 
because we raise  to much grain, rotten is it not. I think some arrange­
ment should be made to keep our farm labor or the farmers will  soon quit 
being the goats for the people,  that consider a human life worthless .  I 
am in Nelson county and the draft board is very unreasonable.  " Jacob 
Quanbeck to Milton Young, December 5,  19 50. Young Papers.  See also 
Albert Kinzler, G a ck le ,  to Young, December 29 ,  1950. Young Papers.
8 2C. W . Graves to Milton Young, December 8 ,  1950. Young
Pap ers .
8 3R. R. Robinson to Milton Young, December 6,  1950. Young
Papers .
90
A Valley City woman was disi llusioned with the United Nations efforts 
at peace keeping:
I have not ye t ,  talked to anyone who can understand why 
we're fighting in Korea. . . . What exactly  has the UN done 
s ince its establishment 5 years ago. Offhand, I can think of 
one thing. Not a very good record considering the reason it 
was founned & the problems the world is facing.  * 8^
Many were dis illusioned because the United States carried the manpower
and financial  burden of the war. A Monango man declared:
What is  the U .N .  for?  It is my understanding that all  
countries are supposed to stand together to fight for freedom.
How many U .N .  nations have sent troops and supplies to 
Korea? Or are the l ives of the people of other countries worth 
more than the lives of the American s o l d i e r s .88
A Pekin resident asked Senator Langer:
P lease  let me know exact ly  how many soldiers each of the 
UN countries has in Korea. I think this should be itemized 
and printed in every paper so that the people could see who 
is  doing the fighting.
If more UN countries can 't  send in troops over there then 
draw our men out and let the Koreans fight it out between 
themselves if there is  anything to fight about.  88
A Martin man asked William Langer:
Why is  it that the U .N .  isent  pitching in Why do we the U .S .A .  
have to do it a l l  Why do we have to take Orders from the U .N .  ?
84 Mrs. Casper Anderson to Milton Young, December 20 , 1950. 
Young Papers.  [Spelling and grammar errors in original.]  She did not 
explain what the "one th ing” was that the U .N .  had done.
8 ^Lawrence Richter to William Langer , December 4 , 1950. Langer 
P a p ers .
8 6Oscar Stromme to William Langer, December 5,  1950. Langer
Papers.
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This senting our boys in to other parts of the world to fight 
will caus troble here at home sooner or later .  8?
A Gackle farmer reasoned:
Why do they ca l l  our army over there the United Nations army 
when its only our boys doing the most fighting? We have more 
boys over there then all  the other countries together 12 to 1.
And now they are planing to form another U .N .  army in europe 
[NATO force] and expect  us to furnish our boys & everything 
to take care of them. 88
Congressman Burdick continued his cr it ic ism of the United Nations:
Is not the time here now when we shall  have to decide for 
ourselves  what is best  for this democracy instead of racing 
around the world to police aggressors  everywhere? If the UN 
showed any signs at a ll  of defending themselves against  the 
hordes of communism, we might fight it out until they decided 
to enter the conf l ic t .  But in my opinion this organization is 
impotent, powerless and totally unaware of the fate that 
awaits them. Shall we gamble further or shall  we decide to 
protect this democracy and save at least  one Nation from the 
c lutches  of murderers, thieves and hypocrites ?89
The cr it ic ism of American a l l ie s  continued during December. One
North Dakotan who supported the war feared appeasement:
o 7
Ferdinand Manz to William Langer, December 29 ,  1950. Langer 
Papers .  [Punctuation and spelling errors in original .]
O O
Albert Kinzler to William Langer,  December 29 ,  19 50. Langer 
Papers.  [Spelling and grammar errors in original.]  See a lso  le tters to 
Senator Langer from O. A. Schollander,  Fargo, December 2 ,  1950;
John J .  Sattler,VFW Commander, Carrington, December 4 ,  1950; and 
W .  T. W e s t ,  Devils Lake, December 7,  1950. Langer Papers . Letters 
to Senator Young from Robert R. Rust,  Martin, December 5 ,  19 50; and 
D. W .  Baldwin, Langdon, December 13 , 1950. Young Papers.
R9 Congressional Record, 8 1st Cong. , 2d s e s s  . , XCVI, 16139.
92
Mr. Langer,  do you propose to sit  there in the center of 
our government and see these supposedly great countries of 
France and England te l l  us how to conduct ourself  just  because 
they are once more trying to appease this great meance to our 
way of l i f e ?  Do you recal l  this is the same thing that was 
tried back in 1939 and I don't believe it will work any betterq n
at this time than it did before.
Another war supporter, a veterans club off icer ,  took much the same 
stand:
We recognize fully appreciate and sympathize with the 
del icate  and vulnerable position in which France and England 
find themselves in the event of total war. . . . However we 
feel that they must be told . . . that we cannot countenance 
another Munich and we feel  that the only hope . . . , is  to 
stand firm and unalterable behind the original decis ion of the 
United Nations to stop communist armed aggression.
Most were irritated because they felt  that the United States 
supplied almost all  the man and materiel for the war. A Monango 
resident declared:
From the news that I heard lately it seems like the British 
are willing to give everything to the Russians.  They want no 
war with China. Thats O.K .  for the British because they have 
only a few soldiers in Korea, and after all  they think, if they 
can persuade us to quit the war in Asia and give it all  to 
China, . . . on a silver plater,  that we will send all  our 
troops to Europe to protect them while they sit  back and take 
life e a s y . ^
^ J o s e p h  W. Johnson to William Langer, December 4 ,  1950. 
Langer Papers .
^ J o h n J .  Sattler to William Langer, December 4 , 1950. Langer 
Papers .
^ L a w ren ce  Richter to William Langer, December 4 ,  19 50. 
Langer Pap ers .
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A Grand Forks man thought, " if  the English and French are not willing to 
help us in an al l  out manner [with troops and money for Korea] or are not 
able to help themselves in theyr own Countrys something is coming and
Q O
it won t be pleasant  to heear.  A Napoleon woman observed, "Great 
Britain says we don't dare use the A bomb. Then te l l  me why don't they 
sent boys & e t c .  out there to help our boys .  Those few that they have 
out there is only a drop in the bucket.  "94 After noting that Britain did 
not have many troops in Korea a Golden Valley realtor stated, "I feel 
that if this  thing keeps up much longer we are going to weaken ourselves 
to such an extent that we will  be too weak to defend our own country 
any more and who are we going to look to for help then.
During December, for the first time since the war began, most 
North Dakotans who expressed their views in writing opposed the com­
mitment to halt aggression.  Several North Dakotans opposed using the 
atomic bomb to end the war. A Fargo hardware store owner telegramed 
Senator Young: 934
93 Peter E. Fehr to Milton Young, December 5,  1950. Young 
Papers .  [Spelling errors in original .]
94 Mrs.  Alfred B. Schauer to Milton Young, December 9,  1950. 
Young Papers.  [Spelling and punctuation errors in original .]
9^G. g . Radke to Milton Young, December 26 ,  19 50 . Young 
Papers.  See a lso  letters to Senator Langer from F. W. Lonsbrough, 
Director of the State Laboratory, Bismarck, December 6,  19 50;
Meyer S.  Cohen, U . S .  Weather Bureau, Bismarck, December 22 ,  1950; 
and J .  K. Murray, Bismarck attorney, December 29 , 1950. Langer 
Papers .
94
Commend you on ob ject ions  to using atom bomb in China.
Would it not be better to keep eyes  on Kremlin as  true 
aggressor and avoid making friendly Chinas people into 
permanent enemies over the one hasty action.  PerhapsQ C
better to get out of Korea than use the bomb now.
A Bergan couple told Senator Langer, "please  do all  you can possible  to 
get our boys out of Korea At once And don't let them start using the 
Atomic bomb. A Rolette man stated ,  "I am in complete agreement 
with the assert ion that the United States never had any business  to 
intervene in Korea. Instead of dropping atom bombs we should evacuate 
Korea with the greatest haste and let the Korean people settle their own 
affa irs .  "98 After telling Senator Young they opposed Universal Military 
Training a Hatton couple added, "we a lso  hope you will use your 
influence if possible  to get our troops out of Korea. . . . We also  do
^ F r e d  B. Scheel to Milton Young, November 30, 1950. From the 
evidence available  it does not appear that Young expressed his opposition 
to using the atomic bomb in print during November, 1950. Apparently 
Scheel  heard of Young's views on a radio new scast .  In early December 
Young told a Hamilton resident the atomic bomb " is  not nearly as 
destructive as  most people think it is against  ordinary military 
o b je c t iv e s .  Used against  c i t i e s ,  industrial plants ,  or even heavy con ­
centrations of troops, it is d isasterous.  Even at that nearly as  much 
damage can be accomplished by conventional high explosive bombs . . . 
even if we were to drop an atomic bomb . . . this  area would soon be 
fil led with other C hinese .  " Young to Hollis Page, December 6,  1950. 
Young Papers.  In another letter Young said too many U . S .  soldiers in 
Chinese prison camps would die .  Young to Mrs. Ruth Smith,
December 8 , 1950.  Young Papers.
9?Mr. and Mrs.  Art Haga to William Langer,  December 6,  1950. 
Langer Papers.  [Grammar errors in original.]
^Alfred Thompson to Milton Young, December 8 ,  1950. Young 
Papers .
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not believe it is  the time to use the atom bomb, on our enemies .
Most North Dakotans opposed the war because they thought the 
cost  was too great.  The family of a Fargo salesman told Senator Young, 
"we trust that you will use your every influence to get our kids out of 
that a re a — where they never should have been sent .  "100 A Manango 
man reasoned,  "why Don't we withdraw our troops from Korea before 
they al l  get k i l le d?  None of the outher countries care about Korea,
Why should W e ?  "101 ^ Grand Forks man said ,  "frankly if the people 
could vote on Korea today the vote would overwhelmingly be in favor of
OOMr. and Mrs.  H. Beine to Milton Young, December 14 , 1950. 
Young Papers.
Some North Dakotans advocated using the atomic bomb to bring the 
war to a quick conclusion.  A court reporter from Bismarck said using the 
atomic bomb "meets with my heartiest approval, despite my Quaker 
background and p ac i f ic is t  [sic] leanings.  Why go on slaughtering our 
boys when we have the bomb that could end th is .  " Mrs. Ruth Smith to 
Milton Young, November 30 ,  19 50. A Fargo physician stated, "I bel ieve 
the atomic bomb is the only way to conclude the war in a hurry. " Dr.
P. H. Burton to Milton Young, December 1, 19 50. Young Papers.  See 
a lso  letters  to Young from Hollis Page, Hamilton, December 1, 1950; 
Mrs.  Roy Swenson, Dickinson, December 4 ,  1950; William Gril l ,  
Coteau, December 7,  1950; and Robert Thacker,  Fargo, December 7,  
1950. Young Papers .  See a lso  Mrs. Casper Anderson, Valley City,  to 
William Langer,  December 18, 1950. Langer Papers; and Pvt. Leo 
Hennessy, Carl Flagstad,  "Hennessy, Disabled Vet at 18,  Tells  of 
Korean Nightmare,"  Minot Daily N ew s, December 13, 19 50, p. 5.
■^^Nick Lundhagen family to Milton Young, December 6,  1950. 
Young Papers .
1 Lawrence Richter to William Langer, December 4 ,  1950.
Langer Papers .  [Grammar errors and capitalization in original.]
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pulling out,  and adopt once again a policy of no foreign entangle- 
ment.  " A New England man declared, "this is  to my way of thinking 
a most u s e le s s  war . . .  a pol it ical war cannot sett le  anything or any 
war for that matter.  "103 ^ Flasher resident remarked, "we do not want 
war--communism is an idea and ideas cannot be shot.  We know i t - -  
even [though] the President and State Dept do not seem to have heard 
of i t .  We have s o n s - - th e y  are worth more to us than all  of Korea. "104 
A Washburn man recommended:
The only thing to do now is to GET OUT OF KOREA AND 
STAY OUT AND get out of a lot of other places we are now i n !
It may be too late as we have already gained the hatred of
al l  the world------ and some of our would be two bit statesmen-------
would lose f a c e ------ but what about the boys loosing their l ives
this  minute because of this "one world great blunder. " ?  [ s i c ] 1U^
A Lutheran minister from Fargo told Senator Young:
At the risk of being branded as "a Red, " I am appealing to 
you to do a l l  in your power to prevent our nation from becoming 
involved in a war with Red China, which would also  inevitably 
mean war with Russia .  As I see it ,  the sensib le  thing is to 
withdraw our troops from Korea. 133 *1
Fehr to Milton Young, December 5,  1950. Young
Papers .
] Q Q
George Austin to Milton Young, December 9 ,  1950. Young
Pap ers .
1 04 Mrs. P. Stolberg to William Langer, December 17, 1950.
Langer P ap ers .
r . Robinson to Milton Young, December 6,  1950. Young 
Papers.  [Spelling errors and capitalization in original.]
. Moe to Milton Young, December 6,  1950. Young Papers.
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A Grand Forks couple told Senator Langer:
Last  week we could have saved all  our boys in Korea, what is 
the trouble surely we have all  been acquainted with the si tu­
ation, a hundred Chinamen to evry one of the American boys,  
so what is the de lay?  We hope there is some way to get the 
boys started [on] evacuation right now, the longer we wait the 
more tough it will be to get them out,  see what you can do. 107
A Fargo man told Senator Young:
I see that our President and Mr. Atcheson are going to 
send more troops over s e a s ,  I surely hope that you will do 
al l  in your power to prevent th is .
And I a lso  hope that you will do everything possible  to 
get our boys out of Korea, and save the lives of the boys 
that we have le f t .  108
A Lisbon woman questioned Senator Langer:
Our boys is over in Korea, and every one seems to feel as  we 
do, why don't they take these boys out of there? We and 
every one knows we are beaten in Korea and why sacri f ice  the 
boys that have been there fighting ever since the trouble started. 
Isn 't  there something that can be done to save what few are le f t?  
Don't misunderstand my let ter ,  we want to sacri f ice  and do our 
part for our country but this seems like nothing but slaughter.
A Golden Valley realtor reasoned:
It should be apparant [ sic] to most of the people of this country 
that we are fighting a losing war over in Korea and I for one feel 
strongly that our fighting men should be pulled out of there at 107*9
107 Mr. and Mrs.  Peter Lillstrom to William Langer, December 9,  
1950. Langer Papers .  [Punctuation and spelling errors in original.]
1 D ftMartin Koenning to Milton Young, December 2 0 ,  1950. Young
Papers .
109 Mrs.  Andy Rasmussen to William Langer, December 23 ,  1950. 
Langer Papers.  [Grammar errors in original.]
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the ear l ies t  possible  moment. To me it seems that we had 
no business  over there in the first p l a c e . ^
Although Senator Milton Young supported the war effort during the 
first few months, in December he expressed opposition. Young told a 
Grand Forks const ituent,  "I have always felt  that it was a tragic 
mistake to have ever sent troops into Korea. 11 In a late December 
press re lease  Young said ,  "from a military standpoint, committing the 
cream of our Army and practically  al l  of our reserves was a blunder such 
as  few, if any, men in history have made. " H 2  Milton Young had begun 
to switch his position in early December. Fie told John C.  H je l le ,  the 
Bismarck Tribune editor:
The sooner we get out of th e r e , the better off we will b e . At 
leas t  we should get down to that narrow waist  line where our 
boys will  have a lit tle better chance .  It doesn't  make sense 
to me to have to furnish the cannon fodder, materiel ,  and 
everything e ls e  to fight a war in Asia .  ^
In an interview Milton Young said that unless  heavy reinforcements from
other United Nations countries were sent into Korea, "we should *1
G. Radke to Milton Young, December 26 ,  1950. Young 
Papers .  [Spelling errors in original .]  See a lso  letters to Young from 
Mrs. R. W. Pratt, Fargo, December 13, 1950; and Mrs. J .  C. Vantine, 
Fargo, December 13, 1950. Young Papers .
1 Milton Young to Mrs. Robert W . Vance, December 7, 1950. 
Young Papers .
11? News R ele ase ,  December 27 , 1950. Young Papers.
^ M i l t o n  Young to John C. H je l le ,  December 2 ,  19 50. Young
Papers .
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evacuate our troops immediately— if that is  po ss ib le .  1,114 In mid- 
December he took a stronger stand. He told a Fargo constituent,  "I 
agree with you completely,  that we should evacuate our soldiers from 
Korea, and I assure you I am doing everything I can towards this 
end. " 11  ̂ Senator William Langer was the most reticent of North 
Dakota 's  Congressional delegation during December. Apparently he 
issued no news r e l e a s e s ,  and his  interviews and Senate speeches do 
not indicate his views towards the war. Judging from his letters  to 
consti tuents he seems to have been noncommittal. 11  ̂14*6
114 "Evacuate If No Help Comes, Young U rg e s , "  Minot Daily 
N ew s, December 6 ,  1950,  p. 6.
1 ^ M i l t o n  Young to M r s . R. W . Pratt,  December 15, 1950.
Young Papers.
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A Fargo couple told Langer, "we hope there is some way to get 
the boys started [on] evacuation right now, . . . see  what you can do. " 
Langer replied,  "needless  to say ,  we are doing everything we can down 
here to get our country and our boys out of the dangers they are now 
f ighting ."  Mr. and Mrs.  Peter Lillstrom to William Langer, December 9 ,  
1950. Langer to Mr. and Mrs. Peter Lil ls trom, December 12, 1950. 
Langer Papers.  See a lso  Langer to Mr. and Mrs.  Art Haga, December 6,  
1950 . Langer Papers .
It is  interesting to note that several North Dakotans who feared 
war with China, including Senator Young, were really more afraid of war 
with Russia .  Young told a reporter that the U . S .  should not send a major 
force directly against  Communist China: "Let us not fool ourselves .  The 
real threat to the world today is Communist Russia .  We should not per­
mit ourselves  to be diverted into large sca le  military operations which 
would weaken us so as  not to be able to meet the real threat,  if and 
when it c o m e s . "  "Evacuate If No Help Comes, Young U rg e s , "  Minot 
Daily N ew s, December 6 ,  1950,  p. 6.  See a lso  Young to Mrs. Robert 
W . Vance,  December 7,  1950.  A writer from Grand Forks told Senator 
Langer, "it is  my impression that the government should bend over
100
Although most North Dakotans opposed the war because they 
thought Korea had become an abattoir ,  the thought that some people 
were making a profit from the war was uppermost in the minds of others .  
Mayor C . G. Byerly of Mandan told Senator Young:
Profits as  usual was the order of the day at the House 
Ways and Means Committee as  expected,  they polish[ed] up 
a version of the N .A .M .  [National Association of Manu­
facturers]— Chamber of Commerce e x c e s s  profit tax plan.
This scheme would profide [sic] corporations now making 
the greatest  profits in history, with a convenient method 
of dumping the wartime tax burden on the public.  It 
guarantees the corporation that they could keep 2/3 of their 
profits at the leas t  while boys are drafted and dieing [ s i c ] .
. . . If this is to continue ca l l  a l l  the boys home.-1 I 7
A Napoleon woman concluded, "a l l  I can figure out is [that] there are
some down there in Washington that are afraid the war might be over
with to [sic] soon & they'd like to make a lit tle more money for their
'big s h o t s . ’ A Valley City housewife wondered, "why does this
country constantly penalize its young people for the mistakes of a few
& for Standard O i l ,  Dupont, and all  the other large companies who have 17*
backwards on a settlement of the Korean confl ic t  before it is too late 
and we are hopeless ly  engaged in a third world war with China which 
would be nothing more than a preview of a showdown with Russia .  " 
John R. Holten, UND, December 2 ,  19 50. Langer Papers.  See a lso  
letters  to Young from George Ich ,  Lisbon, December 5,  19 50; and 
Reverend J.  M. M o e , English Lutheran Church, Fargo, December 6,  
1950. Young Papers.
117C. G. Byerly to Milton Young, December 7,  1950. Young 
Papers .  [Spelling errors,  punctuation errors,  and underlining in 
or ig inal .]
1-^Mrs.  Alfred B. Schauer to Milton Young, December 9 , 1950. 
Young Papers .
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holdings in foreign countries.  What should their holding amount to in 
comparison with the lives of our young m e n ? " 119 *12 An unidentified Minot 
man who had recently  enlis ted declared that the war was fought only to 
"make a few more mil lionaires.  " 12° A Bismarck man remarked, "our 
government and so called good businessmen selling cotton to Red 
China, cr it ical war materials to China and Russia—Why? To make 
more inflated dol lars ,  while OUR boys die ! "121 An £pping man told 
Senator Young, "there isn ' t  a damn thing I can do except write you and 
te l l  you how I fe e l .  I am going in the Army in Jan. You, the Govern­
ment,  treat us like C at t le .  There is no mercy. The big boys do not 
care how many die ,  so long as  they can make money, "122 a Rolette 
man told Senator Young, "when tax laws are passed I hope too, that 
you help pass  a tax law which will conscript the wealth of millionaires
119 Mrs. Casper Anderson to William Langer,  December 18, 1950. 
Langer Papers .
129 "G et-I t -Over-W ith  Attitude Prevails Among En l is tees ,  "
Minot Daily N ew s, December 2 0 ,  1950, p. 22 .
121M e y e r S .  Cohen to William Langer, December 22 , 1950.
Langer Papers.  [Punctuation errors and capitalization in original.]
122-Donaid Knutson to Milton Young, December 30 ,  1950. Young 




Several North Dakotans wanted the United States to end its role as 
the free world's protector. A Grand Forks physic ian 's  wife told Senator 
Young, "feeding and policing the world is indeed an idea of noble 
proportions, but where is the Nation of Supermen that can do i t ? " 124
^^Alfred Thompson to Milton Young, December 30, 19 50. Young 
Pap ers .
Some North Dakotans demanded that trading with the enemy be 
halted. "The State Department of North Dakota United States Army 
Mothers demand you invest igate shipments to Red China and act  at 
once to stop s a m e , "  Claudia R. Risan, Commander, Nodak State 
Department U . S .  Army Mothers,  to Milton Young, November 30 , 1950. 
Young Papers .  Another told Senator Langer,  "I feel that shipping war 
material to Red China (even slashed tires can be repaired) is poor 
support to any military ob ject ive favorable to the support of free 
p e o p le s . "  Norman C. Severson, Fargo, November 28 ,  1950. Langer 
Papers .  See a lso  letters to Young from Mrs. Robert Tatlow Barnard, 
Fargo, December 4 ,  1950; and Meyer S.  Cohen, Bismarck, Decem­
ber 2 2 ,  1950. Young Papers.
Two people thought that the American economy would be ruined by 
war and that Russia would benefit  as  a result .  A Bismarck man deplored, 
"the way our boys are being slaughtered in Korea, and the amount of 
money we are pouring into foreign lands.  We as  a nation, are going to 
ruin our economy to a point,  which the Russians want, and then they 
are going to control all  of Asia and Europe. " F. W. Lonsbrough to 
William Langer,  December 6,  1950. Langer Papers.  A Venturia man 
concluded, "if  this war kips on, [and] we have to fight . . . Korea 
China India then Russa, 20 to 1 we go bankrap and at last  we go in 
[will have] the same trouble with our peoples then [as] they [the 
Russians] have and that is what the Russans want.  " Jacob J .  Dockter 
to William Langer, December 2 8 ,  19 50. Langer Papers.  [Spelling and 
punctuation errors in original.]
i 94
Mrs.  Robert W . Vance to Milton Young, December 1 , 1950. 
Young Papers.  [Capitalization in original .]
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According to an oil company operator from Wyndmere, "it would seem 4 
out of 5 people in the U . S .  are now against  our participation in the 
troubles abroad. " 8
In early and mid-December several North Dakotans favored 
defending America as the nation's  first priority. The v ice-president  of a 
Fargo seed company thought, "wouldn't it be better to bring all  our boys 
home from Europe and elsewhere and fortify our own country. "12 6 The 
Deputy County Superintendent of Schools of Stark County told Senator 
Young: "This is what you as our Senator could do. Why not suggest
12 7that we ca l l  a l l  our men home. Protect our own land from aggression."
A Waldron attorney declared:
At the present time, we are not faced with an alternative .
We are faced with the b as ic  fact of defending America first 
and when we have done a whale of a good job of that and 
rendered it completely secure,  we can l is ten to the sirens 
out on the high seas  by long dis tance .  *128
^Conrad Van T a sse l  to Milton Young, December 18, 1950. See 
a lso  letters  to Young from Jacob Quanbeck, McVille,  December 5,  1950; 
Walter H. M ashek, Fargo, December 7,  1950; and C. W . Graves,  Grand 
Forks,  December 8 , 19 50.  Young Papers.
1260 . A. Schollander to William Langer, December 2 , 1950.
Langer Papers .
^ ^ M r s .  Roy Swenson to Milton Young, December 4 ,  1950. Young 
Papers .
128C. W .  Waldron to Milton Young, December 6,  1950. Young 
Papers.  See a lso  letters to Langer from Reverend J .  M. M o e , Fargo, 
December 6 ,  1950; and Phil Vannatta, no address ,  December 14, 1950. 
Langer Papers .
/
North Dakotans listened to Herbert Hoover's nationwide radio 
address on December 2 0 ,  1950. Hoover said the United Nations had 
failed: Britain was guilty of "flirting" with Red China; and America, 
"whose honor was being smeared,"  was contributing ninety per cent of 
the men and materiel for the Korean War. In his speech Hoover recom­
mended: That American air and naval forces be strengthened; reduction 
of domestic expenditures and a balanced budget; and that no more troops 
or money be allocated to Europe "otherwise we would be inviting another 
Korea. North Dakota reacted very favorably to Hoover's speech;
Senators Young and Langer received a total of seventeen letters and 
seven telegrams all  supporting some or all  of Hoover's ideas .  No one 
wrote opposing Hoover's recommendations. An Interior Department 
biologis t  from Bismarck declared, "I heard President Hoover's address 
las t  night and it made more sense  than anything which has come from our 
administration & its willy n il ly ,  vacil la t ing State Dept, in recent 
y e a rs .  "130 ^ Milnor housing contractor told Senator Young, "we feel 
ex  president Hoover hit the nail right on the head, Stick to that and you 
will get all  kinds of support here.  "131 A wealthy owner of a chain of 12
12 9 "Text of Hoover's Speech on Preserving the Western 
Hemisphere , " New York Times , December 2 1, 1950 , p. 22L.
^®Don Vogtman to Milton Young, December 21 ,  19 50. Young 
Pap ers .




lumber yards thought "Hoover's defense of our country and not a dollar 
or a man to Europe is the opinion of millions of us ,  in fac t ,  I think the 
whole country. "132
Representative Burdick did not express  an opinion on the Hoover 
speech,  or of the idea that the United States should withdraw from 
international commitments in general.  Senator Young told one const i tu­
ent ,  "if  you are an iso la t io n is t ,  then I am afraid I am one, too. I am 
also  one who be l ieves  that no matter how noble the cause may be ,  we 
must be rea l i s t ic  about it and realize that we just  cannot fight the 
batt les  of the whole world. " 133 He agreed with Herbert Hoover. "In
^■^Guy L. Ireland to William Langer, December 2 1 ,  19 50. Langer 
Papers.  See a lso  letters to Senator Young from Mrs. Casper Anderson, 
Valley City , December 2 0 ,  1950; Loren Oliver,  Fargo, December 22 ,  
1950; C . J .  Whempner, Fargo, December 22 , 1950; Mrs. Joseph Knos, 
Mayvil le ,  December 22 , 1950; Mrs. J .  R. Stein, Bismarck, Decem­
ber 22 ,  1950; G. G. Radke, Golden Valley , December 26 ,  1950; Mrs.  
Otto G a jew sk i ,  Alexander,  December 2 7 ,  19 50; H. A. Hendrickson 
et a l . , Fargo, December 29 ,  1950; and Gust Herigstad, Mohall ,  
December 31 , 1950.  Young Papers .  See a lso  letters  to Senator Langer 
from S. W . M osvick ,  Minot,  December 2 1, 1950; Theo. W . S e t te , 
Bismarck, December 2 1, 19 50; Mrs.  Emma Gillig et a l . , Fargo, 
December 2 1, 1950; R. A. Samels ,  Fargo, December 22 , 1950; and 
Reverend Eldred D. Murdoch, Christ Church Episcopal,  Mandan, 
December 2 9 ,  19 50. Telegrams to Senator Young from Alvin Johnson, 
Fargo, December 2 0 ,  1950; E. J .  Schwinqhammer et a l . , New Rockford, 
December 21 , 1950; E. T. Paulson e t a l .  , Fargo, December 2 1, 1950; 
John McWethy, Fargo, December 2 1, 1950; and Mr. and Mrs. W . K. 
Farlow et a l . , Fargo, December 2 1, 19 50. Young Papers.  Telegram 
to Langer from William C ol l in s ,  Fargo, December 29 ,  1950. Langer 
Papers .
333Milton Young to Walter H. Mashek, December 11, 1950.
Young Pap ers .
106
my opinion the Herbert Hoover speech offers the only sensib le  and 
practical way in which this nation can be saved from the horrible fate 
it is  being dragged into. In February Senator Langer remarked:
"I agree with nearly every word of what Herbert Hoover has said in his 
las t  two sp e e ch e s .  "135
January, 1951
The react ion of North Dakotans to the war in January, 1951 was 
as  vociferous as  that in December. Two dai l ies  and a weekly pledged 
their support for the war effort. In late January the Bismarck Tribune 
declared emphatically:
By staying in Korea we are standing by our declared 
friends,  by a free people in d is t re s s .  The fledgling Republic 
of Korea is virtually a ward of the United Nations more than 
almost any other, it is  entitled to protection from the countries 
which a s s i s te d  it from its birth.
To get out of Korea without being driven out by over­
whelming enemy forces would be to te l l  nations in both Asia 134
134 Milton Young to H. A. Hendrickson, December 30 ,  19 50. See 
a lso  Young to M r. and Mrs. W. K. Farlow et a l . , December 21 ,  1950; 
to John McWethy, December 2 1, 1950; to E . T. Paulson et a l . , 
December 2 1, 1950; to E . J .  Schwinghammer et a l . , December 22 ,
1950; Mrs. J .  R. Stein, December 2 2 ,  1950; to Mrs. Joseph Knos, 
December 2 2 ,  1950; to C . J .  Whempner, December 22 ,  1950; to 
Loren Oliver ,  December 2 8 ,  1950; and to L. A. Stanley, December 28 ,  
1950. Young Papers.
^ ^ Congressional Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s .  , XCVII, 1205.
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and Europe that it doesn't  pay to side with us ,  that when the 
chips are down w e ' l l  desert them.
Wahpeton's Richland County Farmer- Globe continued its support. The
Globe saw Russia as  the force behind communist aggression:
The action in Korea was a feeler  to find out what opposition,
if any, would be offered by this country to this move toward
territorial expansion. Our action was the answer. If this
same answer had been given to Japan when she moved in on
China, . . . and to the Kaiser when he invaded Serbia,  there
would have been no World War I or World War II .  Our prompt
1 17action in Korea may have postponed World War III.
The Fargo Forum continued its support of the war by recommending 
that Nationalist  Chinese forces be used. The Forum observed: "Chiang 
Kai-shek has a trained soldiery, variously estimated at between
■ ^ E d i to r ia l , Bismarck Tribune, January 2 9 ,  1951, p. 4 .  See a lso  
Editorials,  January 6,  1951,  p. 4; and January 2 5 ,  1951 , p. 4 .  The 
Tribune advocated greater preparedness: "The general reaction was that 
the Korean War debunked the idea of 'push-button' warfare such as  might 
be waged with guided m is s i l e s .  But the fact that fighting there has been 
remarkably like the traditional combat of old should not blind us to the 
need of going at full speed in the development of these advanced 
weapons.  If and when the tes t  comes,  i t ' l l  be safer for us if we have 
the most buttons to push. " Editorial,  Bismarck Tribune, January 5,
1951, p.  4 .
^^Editorial, Wahpeton, Richland County Farmer-Globe, January 9 ,  
1951, p. 10.
Although not spec if ica l ly  supporting the war, the Killdeer Herald 
took a strong position towards bombing: "President Harry Truman says 
we will not bomb Chinese c i t ie s  and production centers for fear of pro­
voking 'a l l -out '  war. By this time we have over 4 0 ,0 0 0  casu a l t ie s  in 
Korea from fighting the Chinese who our commander-in-chief  is protect­
ing. But those ca su a l t ie s  thought all along they were in an all -out war. 
Harry Truman apparently didn't see much war in 1917. " Editorial,
Killdeer Herald, January 11, 1951, p. 4 .
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3 5 0 ,0 0 0  to 50 0 ,0 0 0  men on Formosa. They are ready to move immedi­
ately  upon receipt of word to move. " Five days later the Forum noted, 
"the fact is that Chiang's army on Formosa and the guerrillas on the 
mainland, whatever their number now or whatever the number might 
become with some aid , are the only forces in that part of the world upon 
which at the moment we can rely for support. "138 *10
138 Editorials ,  Fargo Forum, January 5 ,  1951, p. 16; and Janu­
ary 10, 1951,  p. 14. See a lso  editor ia ls ,  January 13, 1951, p. 10; 
January 18, 1951, p. 16; and January 2 0 ,  1951, p. 10.
The North Dakota press published cartoons supporting the cau se .  
The Tribune and Forum published one drawn by Reg Manning and d is ­
tributed by McNaught Syndicate.  Entitled "Me Goin' I s o l a t i o n i s t ? " ,  it 
shows Uncle Sam in a fox hole with a gun labeled " U .S .A .  " A line 
drawn in front of the hole is labeled "FRONT LINE IN THE FREE WORLD'S 
RESISTANCE TO COMMUNISM. " A sign behind him reads,  "OUT WHERE 
THE BULLETS BEGIN ! " Uncle Sam is saying,  "WAL, NOW, DON'T 
RECKON I'D SAY THAT ! ! BUT SOMETIMES I DO FEEL SORTA ISOLATED ! " 
Bismarck Tribune, January 4 ,  1951, p. 4; Fargo Forum, January 5,  1951, 
p.  16. The Forum published another Manning cartoon showing a bear 
labeled "Red China" biting Uncle Sam's leg .  A bear labeled "Russ"  is 
smirking in the background. Uncle Sam is looking at a gun marked 
"Chinese Nationalist  Army" and he s a y s ,  "I Don't Want to Antagonize 
H im - - I ’m Trying to Wean Him Away From the Old Bear. " The cartoon was 
entitled "Why Not Use The G u n ?"  Fargo Forum, January 13, 1951, p.
10. In late January the Forum printed one entit led, "A GLASS HOUSE IF 
WE EVER SAW ONE. " It pictured Premier Stalin throwing rocks labeled, 
"FIFTH Columns,"  "Esp ionage,"  "Financing of R ev o l ts , "  and "Propa­
g and a."  He is standing beneath a building marked, "RUSSIA'S 
GREENHOUSE--COM MY POISON IVY GARDEN. " Some panes of g lass  
are marked "Oppressed Religious M ult i tudes ,"  Supressed M a s s e s , "
. . . and "Communist G r e e d ."  A little man ask s  Uncle Sam, "Why Not 
Pitch a Few of His Rocks Back at Him?" Fargo Forum, January 27 ,
1951,  p. 10.
The weekly press a lso  carried cartoons. The Grafton and 
Bowbells papers printed the same cartoon. Drawn by Chapin and d is ­
tributed by Northwest News Syndicate,  it pictured Mao and Stalin in the
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In mid-December Sir Benegal Rau of India speaking on behalf of 
thirteen Asian and Arab states  proposed that a three-member group 
explore the b a s is  of a c e a s e - f i r e  in Korea. A committee was established 
consist ing of Nasrollah Entezam of Iran, Sir Benegal Rau of India and 
Lester  Pearson of Canada. After consultation with the United Nations 
Command the committee proposed among other things a c e a s e - f i r e ,  a 
demilitarized zone along the 38th parallel  and supervision of the c e a s e ­
fire by a United Nations Commission. The Peking government re jected 
these proposals .  On January 13 a new proposal drawn up by Lester 
Pearson was sent to the Chinese which said that if a c e a s e - f i r e  occurred 
preparations should be made for a withdrawal of troops and that 
appropriate steps be taken for the Korean people to hold e le c t io n s .  In 
reply on January 17 the Communist Chinese Foreign Minister Chou En-la i 
demanded that United States troops be withdrawn from Taiwan; that 
representat ives of the People 's  Republic of China be admitted to the 
United Nations; and that a seven-nation conference be held in China to 
d iscu ss  peace p l a n s . 139 *19
clouds looking down at a group of people standing on earth. A sign by 
them reads ,  "Forces  of Freedom. " One of the group s a y s ,  "If we don't 
al l  hang together,  we may all  hang separately.  " At the top of the 
cartoon is printed, "Ben Franklin Truism, 1951 V ers ion ."  Grafton,
Walsh County Record, January 8,  1951, p. 4; Bowbells Tribune,
January 11, 1951, p. 2 .
199Leland M. Goodrich, Korea: A Study of U .S .  Policy in the 
United Nations (New York: Council on Foreign Relations, 1956),  
pp. 15 8 -6 1 .
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There was only limited comment on the peace negotiation proposal 
of January. What little response there was indicated opposition. Only 
the Minot Daily News favored negotiation. "While we strive for com­
plicated political o b je c t iv e s ,  we should not underestimate the universal 
appeal of simple p e a ce .  That,  rather than principles,  i s  what some 
nations want m o s t . " ^ ®  The Bismarck Tribune was opposed:
Persistent  efforts by some Asiatic and Arab leaders to 
arrange a c e a s e - f i r e  now looks ludicrous in the face of 
Chinese arrogance and brutal aggression.
We al l  know the Chinese can push us out of Korea if they 
want to pay the price in men. Will  the Indians and others 
st il l  be urging a Red c e a s e - f i r e  when and if we have to fight 
on the beaches  and docks of Pusan
The Fargo Forum thought negotiation constituted appeasement of com­
munism:
One can appreciate the desire of certain Asian and Middle 
Eastern countries to get a c e a s e - f i r e  agreement to pave the 
way for negotiation. But to that move Peiping has said that 
it will not agree to a c e a s e - f i r e .  It has set up certain condi­
tions which take the form of an ultimatum. Unless  these  
conditions are met, the Red Chinese government says the 
fighting must go on.
These conditions are such that the free world cannot afford 
to accept them for the simple reason that to do so would be 
appeasement.  *14
140Editorial, Minot Daily N ews, January 31 ,  1951,  p.  4.
14 •'•Editorial, Bismarck Tribune, January 15, 1951,  p.  4 .  See 
a lso  January 2 5,  1951,  p.  5.
14? Editorial, Fargo Forum, January 3 ,  1951,  p.  12.  See a lso  
editor ia ls ,  January 4 ,  1951,  p.  16; January 18, 1951,  p.  16; and 
January 24 ,  1951,  p.  16.
I l l
Besides discussing the war i t s e l f  the North Dakota press con­
tinued to at tack American foreign policy and national leadership. The 
Grand Forks Herald attacked both:
The complete lack of leadership in Washington, as  repre­
sented in the ineptness of our federal administration, has our 
nation bewildered and groping for a way out of the mess .
The people as  a whole know all  too little of what is the
true picture.  We are kept in the dark for fear that rea l is t ic
d isclousers  [sic] would alarm and awaken us to the true
----- 143conditions created by our o f f - th e -cu ff  foreign policy.
Writing from Chicago,  the Herald's editor,  M. M. Oppegard declared:
In Chicago,  the crossroads of the middle w e st ,  there is 
l it tle enthusiasm apparent for our "glorious adventure" in 
Korea.
Here, as  e lsewhere ,  a fumbling administration with its 
"off the cuff" foreign policy,  gets  the blame.for our hapless  
dilema in Korea. More of the same kind of "guesswork" 
diplomacy and we will be "formally" in the war we are now 
fighting under the loftier designation as  a police action. 144
The Minot Daily News was cr i t ica l  a l s o .  "There is  a general impression
that the move into Korea in the first place was made on the b as is  of a
hasty and inadequate estimate of the situation and that since then some
other decis ions  have been made, in and out of Korea, on the bas is  of
inadequate information or inadequate study of the information at
hand. Wahpeton's semi-weekly  Richland County Farmer- Globe
blamed the recent turn of events on Washington: 1
1 4 3Editorial, Grand Forks Herald, January 7, 1951,  p. 4.  
144pditorial, Grand Forks Herald, January 2 3 ,  1951,  p. 4.
14 5Editorial '  Minot Daily N e w s , January 2 9 ,  1951 , p.  4 .
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MacArthur asked permission to bomb the Chinese supply lines 
in Manchuria.  Permission was refused by Washington for fear 
such an act would bring the Chinese into the war. The result ,  
the Chinese brought all  kinds of supplies and equipment up to 
the line.  . . . When the Chinese got ready to invade they had 
ample supplies .  . . . United Nations forces  [sic] supplies 
were al l  the way from a hundred miles to seven thousand miles 
behind their l ines  .
The press continued its cri tic ism of the United Nations. It 
ignored the North Dakota House of Representat ives'  concurrent resolu­
tion "L" which called upon Congress to pledge full support to the United 
Nations. Criticism of the United Nations came from both inter­
ventionist  and isolat ionist  papers.  One of the former, the Bismarck 
Tribune, declared:
Without any exaggeration,  this may be described as  the 
United Nation's most cr i t ica l  months in its f ive-year  l i fe .
If the liberty-loving countries in the UN do not join the 
United States in condemning Red China as  an aggressor in 
Korea, the UN' s  days are numbered. The long period of 
timidity and inaction since the Chinese invasion began has 
already soured many of the UN's firmest adherents in 
America. °
Referring to the su cce ss fu l  Chinese action in Korea the Fargo Forum 
concluded:
From what has been happening we are wondering if the 
majority of the member nat ions— a majority which is 
supposed to be for p e a c e - - h a s  the guts to make it work.
■*■4̂ Editorial, Wahpeton, Richland County Farmer-Globe, January 2 ,  
1951,  p.  12.
^ 7For a complete copy of the resolution see Appendix A. 
l^^Editorial, Bismarck Tribune, January 15, 1951,  p.  4 .
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If they have ,  then the UN can be welded into a real 
instrument for p eace .  But the majority will have to change 
its quavering, wavering technique.  ^ 9
Although it no longer supported the war the Grand Forks Herald also
crit ic ized the United Nations:
The impotence of the U. N.  aside from the might put into 
it by the United Sta tes ,  is  rapidly making it a farce ,  not 
alone in Russia 's  e y e s ,  but in the view of most of America.
If the U . S .  is to bear the brunt of the military or "police"  
responsib il ity of the U. N.  and continue to permit Russia to 
use the organization as  a barrier to any real opposition to 
Russian aggression ,  we may as  well  fold-up the "world" 
organization. -^0
The isolat ionis t  Bowbells Tribune remarked:
It would be a smart move if we could find some method of 
riding [sic] ourselves  of that world-famed group of debaters 
known as the United Nations. Tom Connely [sic] and 
Vandenburg pulled a man-sized deal when they got this 
country involved in that mes s .  ' ^
The Bismarck Leader , off ic ia l  paper of the Nonpartisan League,
published the opinions of "mythical correspondent" Ole Olafson:
W e l l ,  this here United Nations is a fine Kettle of f ish ,  
a in ' t  i t !  (Ho!) They had them Communistic Chinese down 
there in New York, wined and dined them fed them champain 
and Roosian f i s h - e g g s ,  gave them all  fur coats  and big ca rs .
All this comes from the U . S .  taxpayers money, I suppose.
Now them Chinese will go back over there and murder some 
more American soldier boys. Yes ,  I t e l l  you, if I was Bill 
Langer,  I would put a bi ll  in Congress to kick the whole 
United Nat ions,  kit and kaboodle out of this country. 149*5
149 Editorial, Fargo Forum, January 4 ,  1951,  p.  16.
^ E d i t o r i a l , Grand Forks Herald, January 23 , 1951 , p.  4.
151 Editor ia l ,  Bowbells  Tr ibune , January 2 5 ,  1951 ,  p.  4 .
114
Them foreigners come in here and hornswoggle u s , next thing 
you know, the American boys is fighting in Cornea and this 
here United Nations debating society  is  "talking"  about it .
And the Engelskmander [English] is dealing with them Chinese 
Reds behind our back .
I never did put no stock in this here "One Worlding" and 
"Internotionism" b u s in e ss .  Look where it got us.  152
Unlike any other newspaper Fargo's Norwegian language paper,
Normanden, printed optimistic editorials about the United Nations
peace-keeping a b i l i t i e s .  In one editorial the Normanden declared that
the s u c c e s s  of the undertakings "depends in reality on United States
steadfastness  and f irmness ,  and the other U. N.  powers will to have
solidarity.  "153
Press  cr it ic ism was not confined to the United Nations. Two
weekly papers crit ic ized America's a l l i e s .  Referring to China's  military
might Grafton's Walsh County Record declared:
Here is why it is so strongly argued— in this country, and by 
practical ly  every European spokesman--that  the west must 
use every reasonable means to avoid a fu l l - sc a le  war with 
China. Here is why more and more emphasis is being placed 
on the fact that the other western powers must do a great deal 
more for them selves ,  militarily,  than they have so far done.
. . . We will help to the full in the strengthening of Europe 
but Europe must earn and just ify that help by co-operating to 
the limit.  The time for half measures has passed.  -̂54 *15
1S2 Editorial, Bismarck Leader , January 18, 1951,  p.  4 .
15^Editorial, Ostlending [Eastlander] an agrarian-labor newspaper 
from eastern Norway, quoted in Normanden, January 4 ,  1951,  p.  2.
Most of the Normanden's editorials came from Norwegian newspapers.
154Editorial, Grafton, Walsh County Record, January 11, 1951,  
sect ion 2 , p. 4 .
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In referring to Britain's trade with Communist China and her reluctance 
to declare Red China an aggressor the Bottineau Courant remarked:
Great Britain is  just  one example of the UN problem. Other 
countries face the same d e c is io n s .  All prefer to seek some 
other means of peace settlement,  whereby the declaring of 
Red China as  an aggressor could be avoided. On the surface 
it looks like the U . S .  will find many of its friends hesitant 
in making a dec is ion .  It looks like our many foreign loans 
will  not pay off in interest or even friendship. 155
Despite the support for the "police act ion"  by some newspapers 
there were demands for United States withdrawal from Korea. The Grand 
Forks Herald thought Europe was more important and called continued 
action in Korea a "face saving operation. Qn j anuary 12 the North
155 Editorial, Bottineau Courant, January 24 , 1951, p.  2.
Unlike any other paper the Farm Bureau N ew s, off ic ia l  paper of 
the North Dakota Farm Bureau Federation, advocated more aid to European 
nations: "Many nations are draging [sic] their feet on rearmament, 
believing that they can stay out of the big war, if it comes.  Our task 
is  to show them the advantages of freedom and to give them arms,  in 
return for rea l i s t ic  agreements.  "
^^Editorial, Grand Forks Herald, January 14, 1951,  p, 
a lso  January 2 5 ,  1951,  p.  4 .
4 .  See
Two dail ies commented on the ca l l -up of the National Gudrd. It is 
interesting to note that these  papers were considerably l e s s  enthusiast ic  
about the Guard's activation than were the Fargo Forum and Jamestown 
Sun which commented in December, 1950.  The Herald, which a
thawithdrawal of American troops from Korea, thought it was sad 
Guard units had to leave for camp. It neither opposed nor favor 
act ivation. Grand Forks Herald, January 2 0 ,  1951,  p.  4 .  The 
Daily News a lso  took a non-committal stand towards the federa 
"Battery B's  departure [company B was a unit of the 188th Field 
Artillery] will boost the total of men who left  Minot since the 
outbreak for federal service to more than 830-~an average of 











Dakota Senate passed a resolution introduced by lawyer-busine 
Carroll Day of Grand Forks urging Congress to withdraw "all  tr<t> 
military personnel from Korea. "157 Although the dailies carried 
stor ies describing the debate on the resolution none of the daily 
took a position for or against  i t .  On the weekly papers only th: 
mented. The Nonpartisan League's  Bismarck Leader would not 








That sentiment,  withdrawing our troops from Korea, seem 
to have the vast  majority of our people in its favor. Whethejr 
it is wise or otherwise we are not going to try to decide.  But 
the majority in the senate for bringing home the boys from th|at 
peninsula was overwhelming. 158
The Bowbells Tribune lauded the senators:
Our North Dakota Senators are entitled to a vote of thank 
for their action regarding American soldiers in Korea. If the 
lawmakers of all  the states  would follow suit ,  it is possible  
that the U. N.  would take our men out of Korea. ^59
157,
the
For the text of the Senate resolution see Appendix B. 
resolution was offered by Senator Carroll E. Day of Grand Forks 
the two independent senators who voted with the Republican Org 
Committee in the organization of the senate .  Senator C. W . Sc 
New Rockford and Senator R. M. Streibel of Fessenden,  both Le 
defended the resolution. Harry O'Brien from Park River, the Sen 
only Democrat, defended the administration's policy on Korea.
H. B. Knutson a member of the ROC from M a y v i l le , attacked 
and said that military strategy could not be decided in the Nort 
senate .  W. B. Allen, "Korea Resolution Brings Arguments, "  G. 
Herald, January 11, 1951,  p.  1. The resolution passed by a vcjte of 
36 to 5 with 8 absent  and not voting.
^Spditor ia l  f Bismarck Leader , January 18, 1951,  p.  4 .
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Crosby's  Divide County Journal disapproved:
There isn ' t  a member qualified to speak on this subject  any 
more than the writer of this column and their resolution will 
not have a particle of ef fect  in Washington. However, it w 
give the Reds something to talk about and without question,  
the Pravda will  shout to the sk ies  that North Dakota and its 
lawmakers are opposed to the war. They might even report 
that North Dakota is  on their side; that we're communists.  
No one can say what the Reds [sic] leaders will te l l  their 
followers about North Dakota as  a result of th is .  -^O
i l l
160 Editorial, Crosby, Divide County Tournal, January 2 5
p. 4,
1951,
In mid-January the North Dakota Senate called for conscription of 
wealth any time it was necessary  to draft men. Three of the previsions 
of an early draft of the bill  which were later deleted urged that: (a) 
"Every individual shall  be taxed at a rate of 100% on all  income over 
$ 2 5 , 0 0 0  per year,  (b) Every corporation shall  be taxed 100% o i  all  
profits not paid in dividends and shall  be permitted no reserves ,
(c) All expansion of industrial fa c i l i t ies  shall  be built and owned by 
the government but must be sold after the emergency to the highest 
bidder over cost  of construction. " The proposal was introduced by 
Nonpartisan League Senators C .  W. Schrock of Eddy-Foster and Oscar 
Wahlund of Sargent. The bill  was opposed by ROC Senators Rillie R. 
Morgan of Grafton and Clyde Duffy of Devils Lake. Morgan sa .d the 
profit motive was "the thing which protects us from the aggressive 
Communism that threatens to sweep the world. " Senator Clyde Duffy 
thought that if  the profit motive were taken away it would be replaced 
by police power. He thought there was too much of that already. The 
Bismarck Leader replied to Duffy: "The Leader thinks that the possib il ity 
of losing the war with Russia should be incentive enough for any 
ca p i ta l i s t .  ” The a r t i c le 's  headline was couched in terms popular in 
North Dakota in an earlier era:  '"Draft Equality'  Issue Is Returned to 
Committee:  Morgan for Profiteering, " Editoria l-Newsstory, Bismarck 
Leader, January 25 , 1951,  pp. 1 , 2 .  The Leader was the only paper 
which commented on the resolution. The dai l ies  and some weeklies  
carried newsstories but no editorial comment. For a full copy of the 
resolution see Appendix C. For a detailed study of North Dakota 
public opinion in an earlier  war, see Robert P. W ilkins ,  "North Dakota 
and the European W a r , 1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 7 "  (unpublished Ph. D . dissertat ion,  
West  Virginia University,  1954) .
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In le tters to editors and the Congressional delegation the general 
public displayed the same division of opinion towards the war as  did 
North Dakota 's  editors .  A University of North Dakota polit ical sc ience  
professor told Young:
There are unnumberable [sic] military men,  Congressmen,
Scholars ,  and reporters— as well  as  . . . career men— who 
do not feel that our attempt to stop aggression in Korea was 
such a co lo s s a l  "blunder".  Did it not make one very important 
point quite clear to the vast  majority of the free world, namely, 
that Communist Russia and her sa te l l i te s  were imperialists 
bent on world conquest ? ^  1
A Mayville man with a son in Korea remarked:
We must create a second front, now that communist China is 
in the war in Korea. . . . We cannot tie General MacArthurs 
hands any more with the strings of appeasement and i s o la ­
tionism which our administration is presently doing. We 
must begin at once to bomb al l  of China 's  supply l in e s .  ^ 2
A judge from Harvey reasoned:
It seems to me the UN should open up the bars give 
McArthur [sic] a free hand to use every means in his power 
to fight that war. . . . My opinion is that we cannot with­
draw from Korea, what we must do is to open up with all  
that we have and take on all  the help that we can get ,  even 
use the A-Bomb against  China 's  military es tab l ishm ent .
A Benson County farmer wrote,  "I don't think we should pull out of
^ ^ R o s s  B. Talbot to Milton Young, January 3 ,  1951.  Young 
Pap ers .
E. Brunsdale to Milton Young, January 5 ,  1951.  Young
Papers .
Judge Aloys Wartner,  Sr. to Milton Young, January 18, 1951.  
Young Papers .
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Korea. That would be the same as  giving up. It doesn't  seem that it 
should be so hard to hold. "164 ^ Langdon minister voiced the domino 
theory:
There is no such thing as  getting along with Communist 
countries.  There is only one thing to do, fight them. We 
had better get at the job and quickly.
Every victory of communism over free countries makes com­
munism that much stronger and brings them closer  to our 
door. 165
Congressman Usher Burdick continued to support the war. He told a 
Fargo realtor:
To pull out of Korea and leave the Koreans to be slaughtered 
by blood-thirsty Communists and to leave Japan help less  when 
we hold her a prisoner with no chance to defend herself ,  would 
be an indecent act  and one that this nation could never live 
down. We are in i t ,  no matter how we got there ,  and God knows 
we didn't get there with my vote .  We have assumed certain 
responsib i l i t ies  and we just  cannot fold our tents and silently 
s teal  away. 166 1
1 c /
John Johnson quoted in "Many Here Opposed to United S t a t e s - -  
Korean W a r , "  L e e d s , Benson County Courier , January 18, 1951,  n . p .
The Courier interviewed a c r o s s - s e c t io n  of people in Benson County and 
printed fifteen opinions about the war. Senator William Langer had the 
art ic le  printed in the Record. Congressional Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st 
s e s s .  , XCVII, A343 . ~
166m . j . Renner, Letter to the Editor, Grand Forks Herald,
January 2 4 ,  1951,  p.  10.  Renner signed the le t ter ,  "M. J .  Renner, 
Pastor Reedemer and Immanuel Lutheran Churches, Langdon, North 
Dakota, and former pilot ,  U . S .  Air F o r c e . "
■ l^ U sh erL .  Burdick to A. Gordon More, January 12, 1951.
Burdick Papers.  See a lso  News R e le a se ,  January 11, 1951.  Burdick 
Papers,  and Congressional Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s ,  XCVII, 423.
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There was very little response to the North Dakota Senate resolu­
tion passed January 12 calling for the withdrawal of United States 
troops from Korea. A Langdon minister thought attitudes like those of 
Senator Carroll Day were "unfortunate on e s"  and that "we should find 
ourselves  in a most difficult predicament if these  attitudes were to pre­
vai l  and guide our a c t io n s .  ”167 a  Maddock creamery manager remarked:
I feel  we have our elected off ic ia ls  and their military staff ,  
and we ' l l  have to rely on their judgment and hope for the b e s t .
I don't feel that the State legislature was in a position to judge 
on the Korean stalemate .  168
In January, 1951,  as  earlier  in December, several persons advo­
cated enlisting Chiang K ai-shek 's  forces  in the fray. A fuel company 
operator in Oakes ask ed ,  "as  Jong as  Nationalist  China wants to invade 
South China why dont our lawmakers get the lead out of their pants and 
do something about th i s .  "169 a  Devils Lake man who signed his letter 
"U N D - '33"  declared, "pull [the] 7th fleet  out of Formosan waters and 
give Chiang Kai-shek and his army and guerrillas a chance .  "-L/u A 1
10 7 M. J .  Renner, Letter to the Editor, Grand Forks Herald,
January 24 , 1951, p. 10.
1 6 8 c .  T.  Madsen in Benson County Courier, January 18, 1951, 
quoted in Congressional Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s .  , XCVII, A343.
169j . w .  Enger to Milton Young, January 2 ,  1951. Young 
Pap ers .
1 70 J a s .  A. Foley to William Langer , January 5 ,  1951. Langer
Papers .
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Bottineau piano tuner remarked:
Chiang Kai Check has several divisions ready to go into 
act ion.  He is  anxious to enter the fray and recoup lost  glory 
(I think through bungling of one of our top off ic ia ls )  and with 
discreet  a s s i s ta n c e  from us thousands of our Chinese
171sympathizers would forthwith engage in gorilla warfare.
A Fargo physic ian 's  wife concluded, "it is unthinkable that more of our 
fine boys be sent over there to face  a vas t ly  greater Chinese Army when 
some 5 0 ,0 0 0  Chinese Nationalists  if equipped, stand ready to fight if our 
President and Secretary of State felt  differently about the situation. "172 
A Leeds merchant wrote, "I think it is a mistake to stop Nationalist  
China from opposing Red China and a lso  in not rearming the Japs . I 
think the Japs should have a land army only, but Japan could protect 
themselves and our b a s e s ,  too.  "173 A Mandan resident asked Senator 
Young:
Why dont the United States except the help from Nationalist  
China, and relieve the presure on [the] U .N .  [forces] in Korea.
Where 90 per cent are Americans. I think if this government 
would furnish C hiang-kai-sheke  with material he would drive 
al l  red out of China. 174 1
171Wm. C. Niewoehner to William Langer, January 5 ,  1951. 
Langer Papers .  [Spelling errors in original.]
172-jyjrs, E. W . Watson to Milton Young, January 6,  1951. Young 
Pap ers .
1 7 o
Oscar Tufte in Benson County Courier , quoted in Congressional 
Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s .  , XCVII, A343.
l ^ P .  W . Buckley to Milton Young, January 24 , 1951. Young 
Papers.  [Spelling and grammar errors in original .]
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In an undelivered speech prepared for delivery in the House, Repre­
sentat ive Burdick urged that "the Japanese should be re-armed. They 
should enter the war. Nationalist  China should be re-armed, and they 
should enter the war. "175
During January several North Dakotans cr it ic ized American 
leadership and foreign policy.  Of those writing to editors and to mem­
bers of Congress only one interventionist ,  a resident of Keene, was 
cr i t ica l :  "I hear very unpleasant remarks about Truman and Acheson, 
who appear to be coddling the communists instead of considering the 
welfare of the United Sta tes .  Neither one of them should be in 
o f f i c e . "  Other critic ism came from iso la t io n is ts .  A Linton man 
declared:
Some time ago Truman started [sic] that the American people 
are not confused on the foreign policy of our government. I 
must frankly admit that I am. What are our aims in Korea? and 
what are our boys fighting for? 177 I
175usher  Burdick prepared speech ,  January 19, 1951. Burdick 
Pap ers .
Several people advocated massive retaliat ion against  the Red 
C hinese .  A judge from Harvey declared: "My opinion is that we cannot 
withdraw from Korea, what we must do is to open up with all  that we 
have and take on all  the help that we can ge t ,  even use the A-Bomb 
against Chinas [sic] military establ ishm ents .  Judge Aloys Wartner,  Sr. 
to Milton Young, January 18, 1951. See a lso  letters to Senator Young 
from Mrs.  Alfred B. Schauer,  Napoleon, January 5 ,  1951; and Mrs.
Enga O. Frederick, Keene, January 9 ,  1951. Young Papers.
I 7 r
°M rs .  Enga O. Frederick to Milton Young, January 9 ,  1951. 
Young Papers .
17 7Hans Hanson to Milton Young, January 2 ,  1951. Young Papers.
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A Cavalier man reasoned:
Persuing a policy of intervention in conflicts  al l  over the 
world must surely mean a state of continual warfare , and if 
not warfare,  certainly a cold war of constant fear.
In 1917 it was " l ick  the Kaiser and German imperialism; 
in 1941 it was lick Hitler and nazism and now in 1951 it is 
l i ck  Stalin and communism. ["] Farseeing men certainly ought 
to see that there will always be an ism to fear or fight, if we 
are looking for i t .  l 7^
A Fullerton man declared:
I just  don't  understand our Government's foreign policy,  
in other words, I don't like i t .  It seems as if every Democrat 
President we have must have war. Even Harry S.  Truman had 
to have th is  war, undeclared and unauthorized by c o n g re s s . ^7^
A Bucyrus man told Senator Young:
I am herewith taking the liberty of writing you in regards 
to what most of my neighbors and myself think about U .S .
Foreign Policy with the hope it may be of some benefit  to a l l .
F i r s t , we think the United States acted too hasty and ill 
considered in stepping into the Korean war, which had al l  too 
many marks of a Russian trap.
Second we think the United States should get out of Korea 
and go back to Japan as  our post of defense .  180
A Rolla hardware dealer said his ancestors  left Germany to escape the
"German War Loards" then added, "are we putting Men in the hands of
men such as  Atcheson,  Marshall  and the Big boy in the White House to 1
Lye 11 P. Mil ler ,  Letter to the Editor, Grand Forks Herald, 
January 24 ,  1951, p. 10.
1 7q Erwin Mattson, Letter to the Editor, Bismarck Leader, 
January 25 ,  1951, p. 3.
] o n
Oscar Opheim to Milton Young, January 5 ,  1951. Young 
Papers.  [Capitalization in original.]
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rish their l ives  for the sake of some unwise judgement they made. "181 
The wife of a State Senator from Hamilton told Senator Young:
For Heavens sake Senator get out of  Washington and away 
from al l  those bewildered di l l ies  who have lead us into this 
m e s s ,  take a trip to Percy Jones Hosp't .  Battle Creek 
Michigan and talk to Buzy O ’Shaughnessy an 18 year old kid 
from Hamilton, N .D .  who got his feet perhaps frozen off in 
Korea for the glory of Acheson, Truman, Hiss and Frankfurter. 182
The wife of a Bismarck public accountant was angry:
When I think of all  of those young men who have been so 
needless ly  slaughtered I see red. The blundering of our State 
Department is responsible for getting us into this horrible m ess ,  
which will  mean annihilation for us all  if we are foolish enoughTOO
to become engaged in a full sca le  war with Russia and China. °
The family of a Fargo salesman was extremely cr it ical:
We have always been opposed to the Truman Korean War— 
America's worst de bac le .  Had the blue print for this venture 
been made in Moscow, it could not have been better planned 
to sap the youth of America and our resources .  We are now 
told that our lo s s e s  in men alone in this venture exceeds  our 
lo s s e s  in World War One and Our State Department now informs 
us that this is just  a beginning and that our youth shall  be 
sapped to the extent of 16 ,000  per month for--months to I
I O I
W .  J .  Munro to Milton Young, January 3 ,  1951. Young Papers.  
[Capitalization and spelling errors in original.]
182jy[rs> Franklin Page to Milton Young, January 4 ,  1951. Young 
Papers.  [Grammar errors in original .]
183j^rs< Horn to Milton Young, January 18, 1951. Young
Papers .
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As in previous months Senator Milton Young continued to blame 
Secretary Ache son and the State Department for America's entry into the 
Korean War. In a news re lease  Young declared,  "as  our lo s s e s  in 
Korea mount, the tragic mistakes of just a few leaders in government-- 
particularly in the State Department--are brought more sharply into
I nr
focus .  00 Young told an Oakes man:
Why, . . .  in this area where practically  a bi ll ion people live 
and where l ives are cheap, should we have to furnish the 
cannon fodder. We wouldn't have to if it hadn't been for our 
bankrupt policy established by the Far Eastern Division of the 
State Department which has for years been pro-Communist in 
its thinking. At leas t  it is certain that we followed in almost 
every detail the program of Communist Russia in that part of 
the world. 186 1
1 84 Nick Lundhagen family to William Langer, January 24 ,  1951. 
Langer Papers .
For similar views of the administration see letters to Langer from 
Mrs. Otto G a jew sk i ,  Alexander,  January 14, 1951; Mrs.  Robert 
Mullholland, Fargo, January 14, 1951; Paul E. Nelson,  Turtle Lake, 
January 15, 1951; R. R. Robinson, Washburn, January 16, 1951;
Stanley C. Geeder,  Fargo, January 16, 1951; A. I .  Orvick, Michigan, 
January 18, 1951; C .  F.  Swanke, Napoleon attorney, January 16, 1951; 
Nick J .  Ziegler,  Beulah, January 2 3 ,  1951; Mrs. Ellen Thompson, 
Rolette ,  January 2 7 ,  1951; and Edwin C.  Marks,  Willow City,  Janu­
ary 29 , 1951.  Letters to Senator Young from J .  W .  Enger, O akes ,  
January 2 ,  1951; Mrs. Fred Bubach, L i t ch v i l le , January 5 ,  1951;
F. B. Heath, Bismarck banker,  January 15, 1951; and Mrs.  Lamion 
Flynn, Fargo, January 22 ,  1951.  Young Papers.
185News R elease ,  January 10, 1951. Young Papers.
186^^-t-on Young to J .  W. Enger, January 2 ,  1951. Young Papers.  
See a lso  Senator Young to Mrs. A. B. Schauer,  January 15, 1951; Jacob 
W e is z ,  January 10, 1951; Eddie Hugdahl, January 24 , 1951; and to 
Francis W . H olte , January 25 ,  1951. Young Papers .
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A few North Dakota iso la t ion is ts  thought a step towards 
amelioration of  America's position would be to admit Red China to the 
United Nations. A University professor thought "the present [Com­
munist] Chinese government must be recognized and given a seat in the 
UN. None of us like the present Chinese regime, but things will go 
from bad to worse if  we fail  to recognize i t .  "187 ^  Benson County 
farmer thought, "Red China should be recognized.  They are a majority 
of the people there .  " 00 Three Bergen residents told Senator Young, 
"please use your influence in backing the peace sentiments of the 
people who can see nothing but world d isaster  in condemning China as
i o n
an aggressor and barring them from a seat  in the U .N .  Another
North Dakotan asked Senator Langer, " if  we are so peace loving and 
democratic why don't we admit [Red] China to the UN and try to work 
out some solution to the far eastern questions . "180
Most iso lat ionis t  North Dakotans were not so internationally 
minded. A Durbin man told Senator Langer, "we must go back to 1
1^7ArthurW. Munk, Letter to the Editor, Grand Forks Herald, 
January 17, 1951,  p. 9 .
1 ft ftFritz Hove in Benson County Courier , quoted in Congressional 
Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s  . , XCVII, A343 .
189Francis H olte , Marie Holte and William Moxness to Milton 
Young, January 2 5 ,  1951.  Young Papers.
190peter J .  M es l ing ,  no address given,  to William Langer, 
January 29 , 1951.  Langer Papers.
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Absolute Isolationism, like We were before the first World War. "191 A 
Bottineau attorney remarked:
For some time now the word Isolationis t  has been applied 
with unkindness to people in an attempt to make them subject  
to public ridicule .  I am convinced, however, that there is no 
higher type of an American today than that manifested by an 
Iso la t ion is t ,  because such a person is  first and foremost for 
America in every sense of the word. 1^2
Without citing a particular incident a loquacious anti-mil itar is t  at
Rolette remarked:
The Isolat ionis ts  have won again in prestige, numbers and in 
strength. The Internat ionalists hoped that the spirit of i s o la ­
tionism had died with George Washington, but now they have 
discovered with sorrow that the spirit is very much alive and 
living in tens of thousands.
I am glad because  the spirit has always had full sway in 
my life  since World War One. I have always been for the 
United States and against  militarism and wars.  1^3
A Washburn man declared:
If some men had shot the first person who coined the term "one 
worlder” this  country would have been that much better off and 
millions of l ives would have been saved.  If it is  being an 
isolat ionist  to stay home and tend to our business  and keep our 
nose out of other peoples business  then I am an iso la t ion is t .  194
1 Q 1W . F. Buchholz to Usher Burdick, January 3 ,  1951. Burdick 
Papers.  [Capitalization in original .]
I Q O
3 Asmunder Benson to Milton Young, January 3,  1951. Young
Papers .
19 3Alfred Thompson to William Langer, January 13, 1951. Langer
Papers .
194 R. R. Robinson to William Langer, January 16, 1951. Langer
Papers .
There was some support during January, 1951 for strengthening the
Another solution to America's problems according to some was the 
removal of Secretary Ache son and other policy makers from of f ice .  After 
blaming the State Department for America's troubles,  Senator Milton 
Young declared that ,  "there are a few diehards who st i l l  seem to think 
they have to support Secretary Acheson and his p o l ic ie s ,  but it would
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U .N .  In the North Dakota House of Representatives Concurrent Resolu­
tion "L" was introduced which asked Congress to "support and strengthen 
the United Nations. " It was introduced January 2 6 ,  19 51 and passed 
February 7, 19 51 by a vote of 101 to 0 with 12 absent and not voting. 
Tournal of the House of the Thirty-second Session of the Legis lat ive 
Assembly, 229 ,  4 4 8 .  A University professor advocated "the revival 
and strengthening of the UN; it is  absolutely es sen t ia l  to p e a ce .  "
Arthur W .  Munk, Letter to the Editor, Grand Forks Herald, January 17, 
1951,  p. 9 .  See a lso  Fritz Hove, in Benson County Courier, quoted in 
Congressional Record, 82nd C o n g . ,  1st s e s s .  , XCVII, A343. Although 
there was some support for the U .N .  most North Dakotans were d is ­
gusted with i t .  An Enderlin furniture store operator declared,  "why 
hasent  someone in the Congress guts enough to arouse that body to 
serve notice on the rest of the United Nations that unless  they con­
tribute their share of manpower, e t c .  , in Korea, that we the United 
States will  pull out of there as  well as  Europe. " A. L. Tschida to 
William Langer,  January 4 ,  1951.  Langer Papers.  [Grammar errors in 
original. ]  A C asse l ton  woman told Young, "I don't think much of the 
United Nations and many mothers d iscuss  the same. [The] U .N .  is 
nothing but [the] U . S .  envolved to carry the load, of expeness  of 
human l i v e s - - W e  played Big Uncle long enough It ' s  time we woke up. " 
Mrs.  Eugene Kieffer to Milton Young, January 30 ,  1951. Young Papers.  
[Spelling and grammar errors in original.]  See a lso  letters  to Young from 
W . J .  Munro, Rol la , January 3,  1951; Ernest A. Donner, Reeder,
January 3, 1951; Mr. and Mrs. John Spitzer,  Jr. , Streeter ,  January 5,
19 51; Martin Helm and twenty others,  Martin, January 5,  1951;
F. M. Bopp, New Salem, January 22 , 1951; and Jacob Quanbeck,
McVille,  January 2 5 ,  1951.  Young Papers.  See a lso  letters  to Usher 
Burdick from Mrs.  C .  M. Albers,  Center,  January 7,  1951; and Mr. 
and Mrs. Wm. Gruebele,  W ishek ,  January 2 0 ,  1951. Burdick Papers.
See a lso  letters  to William Langer from Mrs. Oscar  Nelson and 
nineteen others ,  Martin, January 5,  1951; and R. R. Robinson, W ash­
burn, January 16, 1951.  Langer Pap ers .
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seem that his removal,  under pressure of an infuriated public opinion, 
would have to come soon. "19 5 a Litchville resident remarked: "We are 
very much in favor of having Ache son impeached. Surely he shouldn't 
be allowed to go on as  he is  doing now--getting us deeper into
1 QC
trouble.  ” A Devils Lake couple declared in a telegram to Senator
Young: "Pull our boys out of Korea stop our boys from going overseas
clean Washington State Dept le ts  have some redblooded Americans in
our State Dept.  "19 '7 A Grafton woman was very angry:
[Korea is] A BLOT THAT TRUMAN, ATCHESON AND MC ARTHUR 
WILL NEVER LIVE DOWN. ONE LONE MAN WITH TWO 
ACCOMPLICES SEND OUT FORTY THOUSANDS BOYS TO THEIR 
DEATH. . . . ARE THERE NOT ENOUGH OF YOU IN WASHING­
TON TO STOP THIS WAR MONGER PRESIDENT. . . . HAVE YOU 
A SON TO OFFER ON THAT USELESS TRUMAN PLATFORM THAT 
MEANS ONLY DEATH AND DESTRUCTION TO THIS COUNTRY.
GET RID OF THAT BUNCH AND FUMIGATE THE DEMOCRATIC 
QUARTERS SO AS TO BE SURE THERE ARE NO TRUMAN NITS 
LURCHING AROUND THAT MIGHT POP INTO EXISTENCE LATER 
AND CAUSE TROUBLE. 198 *18
19 5News R e le ase ,  January 10, 1951. Young Papers.
188Mrs.  Fred Bubach to William Langer, January 5,  1951. Langer 
Papers .
IS^Mr. and M r s . L.  A. Roy to Milton Young, January 6,  1951. 
Young Papers .
19R Mrs.  C . Kittelson to William Langer, January 29 ,  1951.
Langer Papers . [Capitalization in original .]
See a lso  letters to Senator Young from Otto Myers,  Rutland,
January 5,  1951; and E. V. Seibold, Cathay, January 15, 1951. Young 
Papers .  Letters to Langer from J a s .  A. Foley, Devils Lake,  January 5,  
1951; Mrs.  RoyWuttke, Burlington, to William Langer, January 10, 1951; 
Albert Jacobson,  State Treasurer,  Bismarck, January 10, 1951; and R. R.
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American foreign policy was not the only score on which the 
Democratic administration was chast ised :  North Dakotans voiced their 
opinions on drafting farmers,  and the proposals to draft 18-year-olds  
and to implement Universal Military Training. Most people writing to 
members of Congress favored deferments for farmers.  Only a few 
thought some farmers were getting preferential treatment.  Two Univer­
sity  students sent a telegram to Senator Langer:
As veterans from the last  big war we thought it our duty to 
inform our Senator that we are opposed to the block started 
by the North Dakota farmers against  drafting of eighteen year 
old farm youths.  It is our desire to see no preference made1 qq
in the drafting of any men regardless of his occupation.
A Center resident declared,  "the boys living in town are just  as  human 
and precious as  farm boys ,  and they would be glad to exchange places 
with some of them, but they have now cows to hide behind. "2 00 
most were afraid that too many farmers would be drafted. A Reeder
Robinson, Washburn, January 16, 1951. Langer Papers . Only two 
people writing to their members of Congress defended the Truman 
administration. A UND poli t ical sc ience  professor told Senator Young, 
"one spec i f ic  charge that you make is that Acheson committed us to 
the Korean War. Unless  we are badly misinformed in North Dakota, the 
National Security Council ,  the President,  and the United Nations 
Security Council and General Assembly had something to do with the 
d e c i s i o n . "  Ross B. Talbott to Milton Young, January 3,  1951. 
[Underlining in original .]  See a lso  Walt F.  Rowland, Tolley 
January 1, 1951. Young Papers.
■*-^A. J .  Charboneau and J.  R. Hankins to William Langer, 
January 11, 1951.  L a n g e rP a p e rs .
200M rs.  C. M. Albers to William Langer,  January 7,  1951. 
Langer P ap ers .
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farmer remonstrated with Senator Young:
Now what about the drafting of our farm help with the 
National Guard leaving Hettinger and the next ca l l  of draft 
is  going to c lean Adams co of men. What are we farmers 
going to do, set around or Go fishing its going to be HELL 
here this spring unless  something is going to be done and 
fast it seems as  tho they are calling more men from N .D .  
then any other state^Ol
A Lawton farm couple who told Senator Langer, "you always helped the 
farmers" asked his a s s i s ta n c e :
Could you help the Farmers let them keep their boys for 
work at home
The Government wants food so P lease  let our boys help 
us farm as we cant do it ourselfs we're s ickly  and bearly 
got out of some debts
I think the farm boys suffer enough they should be kept 
at home on farms. ^02
Thirty-eight C ass  County farmers meeting at the Durbin school sent a 
telegram to Senator Young: "Urge you to immediately bring about such 
changes in the draft laws whereby the key labor would be left  on the
2 01Ernest A. Donner to Milton Young, January 3,  1951. Young 
Papers.  [Spelling errors, grammar errors and capitalization in original .]
o n 9 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sverel to William Langer, January 9 ,  
1951. Langer Papers.  [Spelling and grammar errors in original .]
2 (^Thirty-eight farmers to Milton Young, January 15, 1951.
Young Papers .
On January 2 6 ,  1951 , 100 farmers met in Fargo with General Heber 
L. Edwards, State Select ive Service Director to d iscuss  the policy of 
drafting farmers.  Edwards told the farmers,  "Youths working on farms 
have no inherent right, as  some farmers think, to escape service in the 
armed fo rces .  On the other hand, it is the inherent duty for all  young
A farmer from Crystal remarked:
As owner-operator of 960 acres  of  farm land in Pembina 
County in the Red River Valley, I am becoming very much 
concerned by the steady drain on our rural manpower by the 
Select ive Service boards of our s ta te s .
I feel  safe in stating that the farmers of Pembina County 
and the Red River Valley stand ready and willing to do their 
share in this c r i c i s ,  [sic] but if our help is siphoned off with 
no consideration whatsoever,  we will simply be unable to 
carry on.^04
men to fight for their country. " Some of the farmers said they would 
have to c e a s e  raising crops or l ivestock or, at leas t  reduce their 
acreage if the draft continued. Edwards told the group that only 175 
farm youths in C ass  County were available  for the draft,  adding that 
there were about 2 ,4 2 0  farms in the county. Edwards a lso  noted that 
Nebraska, with more farms than North Dakota, had deferred only 2 ,5 0 0  
farm men while North Dakota had deferred over 4 , 0 0 0 .  South Dakota 
a lso  with more farms had deferred fewer than 3 , 0 0 0 .  Roy P. Johnson, 
" N .D .  Draft Director Outlines Problems to C a ss  Farm Group,"  Fargo 
Forum, January 2 7 ,  1951,  p. 1. A similar meeting took place in Minot.  
Major George Dykes, manpower off icer of the State Select ive Service 
o f f i ce ,  spoke before a meeting of northwest county agents on January 25 ,  
1951. Dykes told them Ward County would have to contribute one youth 
for each thirteen farms in the county. The State average would be one 
youth for each nine farms. Dykes told them that if the U . S .  reached 
the proposed three million man army, North Dakota farm boys would 
constitute approximately one half of one per cent of the total men in the 
army. "County Agents Told Draft of Ward Farm Youths To Be Less  Than 
State Average, " Minot Daily N ew s, January 2 6 ,  1951, p. 1.
. J .  Whelan to William Langer, January 2 0 ,  1951. Langer 
Papers .  It seems logical to conclude that Whelan, since he owned 
nearly a thousand acres  in the lush Red River Valley, was probably a 
prosperous farmer. Farmers of W helan's  c ircumstances  wrote very few 
le t te rs .  Most letters came from farmers who appeared to be plagued by 
debt and who probably cound not afford to hire what limited help was 
a v a i la b le .
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Some North Dakotans feared that inexperienced hired help could 
not operate the machinery. A Carrington farmer told Senator Langer,  "I 
know many of the congressman have recommended that we get along with 
Mexican labor,  but as  you know; they can not work with the machinery 
we are farming with these days.  " 205 A Kloten farmer remarked, "they 
told us to hire help w el l ,  there is no help to be gotten tha t 's  acquainted 
with farm machinery tha t 's  worth hiring. "206 other  North Dakotans 
thought it was n ecessary  to keep their farm boys home to produce food.
A Kenmare farm wife asked Senator Langer:
I would like to know just  how we are going to carry on farm 
operations, with all  our boys drafted, Burke County is small in 
population, therefore we feel a great lo ss  of help.  We are farm­
ing 800 a c r e s ,  with only one man to do th is .
We need food to win a war, therefore we need the help on our 
farms .2 07 *207
2 ®^A. K. G ussiaas  to William Langer, January 6,  1951. Langer 
Pap ers .
206irving Naas to William Langer, January 4 ,  1951. Langer 
Papers .
207 Mrs.  Lesl ie  J .  Brooks to William Langer, January 4 , 1951. 
Langer Papers .
The Union Farmer carried a story concerning the manpower shortage: 
"The North Dakota Farmers Union state off ice has received scores  of 
letters from farmers telling how the draft has taken the last  boy on the 
farm. In almost every instance ,  county draft boards have refused defer­
ment even though it means the parents will have to se l l  their farm when 
the son is taken into service .  " President Glenn Talbott said he needed 
information concerning spec if ic  hardship c a s e s  and requested that 
letters be sent to him. "Letters should contain all  the fa c t s ,  be 
s p e c i f i c .  Such letters carry tremendous weight with Congressmen and
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A Walsh County farmer called for action by his peers:
Agriculture is now, as  it always has been, the backbone 
of our nation's  strength. Without it we shall  col lapse and 
suffer.  So I ask  you "Who's  gonna feed a four million man 
army without farm products? ["] For an army as  large as  that 
you need the power of food behind these  men and without 
everything [our farms produce] our nation will have a terrible 
tragedy. So speak up you farmers,  and le t ' s  have your 
honest reaction concerning the draft laws.  ̂08
There was no press react ion or reaction on the part of constituents 
to a resolution passed by the North Dakota House of Representatives and 
sent to Congress requesting that "the drafting of e s se n t ia l  farm help in 
the State of North Dakota be kept at a minimum, and that no farm boys or 
farm help be drafted or inducted into the service of the United States 
where such draft will materially reduce the operation of farm units to *19
Senators.  " "FU Fights For Equitable Deferment Policy And For A Sane 
National Manpower Program, " North Dakota Union Farmer, January 8,
19 51 , p. 1. Unfortunately this  correspondence was not available  for 
study. President Talbott retained all  of his personal correspondence 
upon retirement and it was not available  for study. Interview at 
N . D . F . U .  headquarters,  Jamestown, N. D a k . ,  April 2 0 ,  1969.
208"yya i s j1 County Farmer," Letter to the Editor, Grand Forks 
Herald, January 24 ,  1951,  p. 10. See a lso  letters  to Langer from Mr. 
and Mrs. R. A. Buck, Solen, January 1, 1951; Mrs. A. N. Wingo,
Van Hook, January 10, 1951; andW m . Stegman, J r . ,  N e c h e ,
January 12, 1951.  Langer Papers.  Letters to Senator Young from Oscar 
Opheim, Bucyrus, January 5 ,  1951; Mr. and Mrs. Elroy Lange, 
Reynolds, January 8 ,  1951; Mr. and Mrs.  Hilbert Iverson, Langdon, 
January 12, 1951; E. V. Siebold, Cathay, January 15, 1951; and 
George Weber ,  Hebron, January 17, 1951. Young Papers.
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[from] maximum capac i ty .  !l Senator Young sympathized with the 
plight of the farmers.  He told a Langdon couple that he hoped some­
thing similar to the Tydings amendment of World War II would be passed 
to defer key farm workers .  ̂ Representative Usher Burdick told a 
Wishek farm couple ,  "I shall  vote against  drafting 1 8 -y ear -o ld s ,  and 
shall  do what I can to see that e s s e n t ia l  farm workers are deferred when
O i l
the c ircumstances warrant i t .  Senator William Langer, attempting to
find just i f icat ion for having draft laws changed, polled a l l  f ifty-three 
Veterans Service Off icers  in North Dakota in late December, 1950. He 
reported his findings to a Kenmare woman:
You may be interested to know that I wired the Veterans 
Service Off icers  of every county in the State .  Out of 51,  
the 48 who answered said they knew of no key farm men as 
defined in the Select ive Service regulation that were being 
taken in c a s e s  where they had made appeals  and substantiated 
their c la im s.  In view of what these men say and the reports 
by the Select ive Service off icers appointed by the Governor of 
North Dakota, I am unable to make any showing to the National
209
^ ^ H o u s e  Concurrent Resolution "C"  introduced January 17, 1951, 
passed January 2 6 ,  1951 by a vote of 72 to 33 with 8 absent and not 
vot ing. Journal of the House of the Thirty-second Session of the L e g is ­
lative Assembly, 118, 236 .  See Appendix D for a copy of the reso lu­
t ion.
^ 10Milton Young to Mr. and Mrs. Hilbert Iverson, January 12, 
1951.  See a lso  Young to George Weber,  January 17, 1951. Young 
Pap ers .
9 1 1
Usher Burdick to Mr. and Mrs.  Wm. Gruebele,  January 26 ,  
1951. Burdick Pap ers .
O 1 o
Director which in his opinion warrants any change.
North Dakotans who wrote to the Congressional delegation were 
overwhelmingly opposed to drafting 18 -y ear -o ld s .  Only a few corre­
spondents supported the reduced draft age proposal. ^13 One,  a Beulah 
man, told Senator Young, "drafting 18 yr,  o lds— I think i t ' s  a good
id e a - -g iv e  them plenty of training so if  the need ar ises  they are 
2 14re a d y ."  M o st ,  however, opposed the eighteen-year-old  draft. A 
Christine woman declared:
I'm just  a Farmer's wife and the Mother of a Boy who 
will soon be 18 years old and st il l  in High School.  So I 
have to write and try to te l l  you what we Parents of these 
young Boys think of any-thing so inhumane as  to draft and 
give these Boys a few months training then slip them across  
to fight a bunch of savages on Foreign soil.  ̂15 *213
William Langer to Mrs. Leslie  J .  Brooks, January 17, 1951. 
Langer Papers.  In January as  in December, Langer was the most reticent 
of the North Dakota Congressional delegation.  He distributed no press 
re le a s e s  and usually his answer to his consti tuents was non-committal.  
No Senate speeches  reveal his attitudes towards the war.
213 On January 2 3 ,  1951 Secretary of Defense George C .  Marshall  
renewed his efforts to lower the draft age from 18 1/2 to 18 and 
implement a Universal Military Training program. "Marshall  Pushes 
18-Year Draft, Universal Military Training Proposa ls , "  Grand Forks 
Herald, January 24 , 1951,  p. 1.
2 14 Nick J .  Ziegler to Milton Young, January 2 3 ,  1951. Young 
Papers.  See a lso  P. M. Clark, Mohall attorney to Milton Young,
January 2 5 ,  1951.  Young Papers.  See a lso  A. J .  Charboneau and J .  R. 
Hankins, University of North Dakota students and W . W. II veterans 
to William Langer, January 11, 1951.  Langer Papers .
^ ^ M r s .  Andrew Thiseth  to Will iam Langer,  January 12 ,  1951 .
Langer P apers .  [C api ta l iza t io n  and underlining in o r ig ina l . ]
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An unidentified Grand Forks woman wrote to the Grand Forks Herald:
"We hear that the 18-year-old  boys make the best  soldiers.  I suppose 
they would. They are too young to realize the dangers,  but isn ' t  that 
taking undue advantage of youth? "216 Several professional people 
opposed the idea.  A Jamestown attorney who later became attorney 
general of North Dakota told Senator Young:
Can you see your way clear  to oppose the drafting of 18 
year old b o y s?  It seems to me that if we have to have a war, 
mature men should fight i t ,  and not our boys who have scarcely  
had a chance to l ive ,  and who are leas t  responsible for the 
muddle that the world is in.  Anything that you can do for the 
18 year olds will be genuinely appreciated by fathers and mothers 
of this state of o u r s .^ 17
The Killdeer Herald's publisher,  a veteran of World War II ,  declared:
The idea of drafting 18-year-olds  is to my mind the military's 
way of getting cannon fodder which they can mold "from the 
c rad le" .  Hitler did that .  He started with them much younger 
as  a matter of fa c t .  . . . Now the military here ask s  for the 
same deal.  . . .  I would rather be back in the service myself 
than see one 18-year-old  draf ted .^1®
The Mercer County Superintendent of Schools wrote,  "we are against
drafting the 18 year old. 19 year old is  young enough. We will destroy
the very grass roots of democracy and at the same time destroy our high
Mother,  " Letter to the Editor, Grand Forks Herald, 
January 28 ,  1951,  p. 18.
2 1 7Lesl ie  R. Burgum to Milton Young, January 16, 1951. Young
Papers .
 ̂^Howard F. Doherty to William Langer, January 30 ,  1951. 
Langer Papers .
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schools  and c o l l e g e s .  "219 Senator Young was opposed. He said he
would work for the exemption of eighteen year olds although he thought
o o n
it would be difficult to accomplish.  Representative Burdick told a
? ? 1Wishek couple ,  "I shall  vote against  drafting 1 8 - y e a r - o ld s . "
Judging from the letters  to Congressional delegates  North Dakotans 
were overwhelmingly opposed to the war-related Universal Military 
Training proposal. Its opponents were a c r o s s - s e c t io n  of the popula­
t ion.  A Mandan minister declared:
I see no lasting good coming from the adoption of our 
nation of Universal Military Service .  It is  the history of
219 John Boyko to Milton Young, January 31 ,  1951. Young Papers.  
See a lso  letters to Senator Young from Oscar  Opheim, Bucyrus,
January 5 ,  1951; Mrs.  Albert Berseth, Christ ine,  January 12, 1951;
Mrs.  M. Ballard, Bowbells,  January 15, 1951; J .  W .  Enger, O akes ,  
January 16, 1951; Russell  Peterson,  Parshall ,  January 20 , 1951; Mrs.
F.  L. Stough, Beach, January 2 1 ,  19 51; F.  M. Bopp, New Salem,
January 22 , 1951; Joseph Wehri ,  Glen Ull in,  January 25 , 1951;
Francis W .  H o l te , Bergen, January 2 5 ,  1951; Jacob Quanbeck, McVille,  
January 25 , 1951; and Mrs. Ellen Thompson, Rolette,  January 31, 1951. 
Young Papers.  See letters to Senator Langer from Mrs. Conrad 
Frydenlund, Hatton, January 4 , 1951; Mrs. Andrew T h ise th , Christ ine,  
January 12, 1951; A. I .  Orvick, Michigan, January 18, 1951; Mr. and 
Mrs. Otto M o e , Corinth, January 2 4 ,  1951; Minnie Stokes ,  Bowbells,  
January 2 5 ,  19 51; Mr. and Mrs.  Paul Ruud, McVille,  January 26 ,
1951; and Arlo E. Beggs, Turtle Lake,  January 30 , 1951. Langer Papers . 
Letters to Usher Burdick from Mrs. C. M. Albers,  Center,  January 7,  
1951; and Mr. and Mrs.  Wm. Gruebele , W ishek ,  January 20 , 1951. 
Burdick Papers.
2 2 0Milton Young to Les l ie  R. Burgum, January 19, 1951. Young 
Papers.  See a lso  Senator Young to Russell  Peterson,  January 25 ,  1951; 
and Young to Joseph Wehri ,  January 30 ,  1951. Young Papers.
O O I
Usher Burdick to Mr. and Mrs.  Wm. Gruebele,  January 26 ,  
1951.  Burdick Pap ers .
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nations who for security reasons accept  military service ,  
only to discover that national military power becomes the 
forerunner of d ic ta torsh ip .^22
An anti-mil itar is t  from Rolette told Senator Langer:
The Select ive Service law MUST be repealed, not 
changed. There MUST never be any nefarious Universal 
Military Training law or military conscription in the land 
of the free and the home of the brave. Yes ,  we MUST be 
brave enough to fight all  foreign isms,  and chief among9 9 9
the most evil  isms to fight is militarism.
A Wishek couple of Russian extraction remarked, "we are so very much 
opposed to U . M . T .  Thats what our fathers moved away from in Russia 
and now we are getting the same thing they had there.  "224 ^ Republi­
can precinct committeeman from Langdon declared:
And now he [Truman] is calling for something he p leases  to 
ca l l  Universal Military Service Training. Bah! It is nothing 
but a vi le scheme to create a big Military es tablishment,  so 
that we have a lot of that W est  Point clique on the necks of 9
9 9 9
Frank A. Rumer, Charles W esley  Burns Methodist Church, to 
Milton Young, January 4 , 1951. Young Papers.
223/Qfrecj Thompson to William Langer,  January 13, 1951. Langer 
Papers.  [Capitalization in original.]
22 4 m t . and Mrs.  Wm. Gruebele to Usher Burdick, January 20 ,
1951. Burdick Papers .  One scholar has shown that in North Dakota the 
Russians and German-Russians settled within an area roughly the shape 
of an i s o s c e le s  triangle with Bismarck-Mandan in the center .  Wishek is 
within this tr iangle.  Joseph Voeller,  "The Origins of the German-Russian 
People and Their Role in North Dakota" (unpublished M aster 's  t h e s i s ,  
University of North Dakota, 1940),  p. 60.  It has been shown in a 
similar study that in an earlier era this area a lso  voiced opposition to 
military serv ice .  See Robert P. W ilk ins ,  "North Dakota and the 
European War, 1 9 1 4 -1917"  (unpublished Ph . D . dissertat ion,  West 
Virginia University,  1954).
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the taxpayers.  It is that gang of warmongers hatched out in 
that incubator of military ja c k a s s e s  up there at West  Point.225
Congressman Burdick also  opposed Universal Military Training . He told
a Wishek couple,  "as  you may know, I am opposed to universal military
training,  and have expressed my views c learly  and to the point in a
n e w s -c a s t  which I recently made. "2 2 6 gena ôr Young was willing to give
it more consideration. He told a Bowbells woman:
As you may know, I have previously opposed universal military 
training. However, I do bel ieve it is incumbent upon me to 
review my position on this and other legis la t ion proposed for 
the defense program. It would be more difficult for me to vote 
for the drafting of eighteen year olds than for the adoption of 
a universal military training program. 2 2 7
Reaction in January by North Dakotans was not confined to cri tic ism 
of American foreign policy makers or the drafting of their men. Letter 
writers were overwhelmingly opposed to the Korean "police action"  and *2
^ ^ M i l e s  Reed to Milton Young, January 24 , 1951. Young Papers.  
See a lso  le tters to Senator Young from Mrs. M. Ballard, Bowbells,  
January 15, 1951; Mrs.  F.  L. Stough, Beach, January 2 5 ,  1951; Joseph 
Wehri,  Glen Ull in,  January 25 ,  1951; and Jacob Quanbeck, M cV il le , 
January 2 5 ,  1951. Young Papers.  Letters to Senator Langer from Mrs. 
George Campbell ,  Minot,  January 4 ,  1951; Ralph Hulst,  Devils Lake, 
January 4 ,  19 51; Mr. and Mrs. Otto N e s s ,  Corinth, January 24 ,  19 51; 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ruud, McVille,  January 26 ,  19 51; Peter J .  Mesling,  
no address ,  January 2 9 ,  1951; and R. C .  Bartholomay, Wheatland, 
January 31 ,  1951. Langer Papers .
22 6-(jsher Burdick to Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Gruebele , January 26 ,  
1961.  Burdick Papers .  Transcript of the newscast  was not found in the 
Pap ers .
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Milton Young to M r s . M. Ballard, January 23 ,  1951. Young 
Papers .  For Senator Young's earlier stand on U . M . T ,  see supra, 
p . 53 .
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cal led for the withdrawal of American troops. A c r o s s - s e c t io n  of the 
population advocated withdrawal. Referring to North Dakota's Con­
gressional  d e leg ate s ,  a Buchanan woman told Senator Young, "do some­
thing about Korea You people of North Dakota who love p eace .  Please 
withdraw from Korea dont kill  off all  our boys.  " ° A Washburn man
summed up North Dakota opinion: "I would say from the converstation 
of the man on the street that 98% of the people in North Dakota want 
and DEMAND that our troups be withdrawn from Korea. "229 a Napoleon 
attorney remarked, "I do not know what to suggest as  the intelligent
final answer, but I do suggest we get the hell  out of Korea. The devil
2 30with this kind of foreign enbroilments and entanglements.  ] A Hebron
man wrote to Senator Young. He described himself as " just  a farmer with
a lit tle education in the first p la c e " :
C a n ’t you see what is coming didn't Korea [Red China] warn us 
to take our boys out 3 or 4 times [so] that they [the Koreans] 
could sett le  their own dif ferences.  What are we waiting for, 
or what do we expect to gain. Russia is  just  waiting for us to 
wear ourselves  out, & weaken us so they can take over & 
finish u s . 231 *23
p p o
Mrs. A. Neva to Milton Young, January 3 ,  1951. Young 
Papers.  [Grammar errors in original.]
2 2 9 p # r , Robinson to William Langer, January 16, 1951. Langer 
Papers .  [Spelling errors and capitalization in original.]
2 3 0 c .  Francis Swanke to William Langer, January 16, 1951. 
Langer Papers .
p O 1
George Weber to Milton Young, January 17, 1951. Young 
Papers.  [Errors in original .]
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A Sheyenne man told Senator Young:
As a W . W . - o n e  veteran I bel ieve you should do all  you 
can to get our troops out of Korea & Asia I have talked to a 
lot of W .  W .  two G. I .  and they feel the same way. There 
are too many of our young men that are being sacrif iced and 
its up to Congress to get them o u t . 232
A Grafton woman declared:
THE DEMOCRATS, IF NOT STOPPED RIGHT NOW WILL GET 
OUR SONS KILLED OFF. GET OUR SONS OUT OF KOREA-- 
THERE ARE ENOUGH AMERICAN GRAVES THERE NOW, A BLOT 
THAT TRUMAN, ATCHESON AND MC ARTHUR WILL NEVER 
LIVE DOWN.233
A Rolette woman wrote to Senator Young:
Why not take our boys out of Korea, its crueliety to send 
even a dog over there say nothing of our dear young lads ,  oh, 
can 't  you seanators get busy & do something. If you only 
knew the sentiment of the people or gave them a chance to 
v o te - - th e y 'd  soon be h o m e . 2 3^
^33Eddie Hugdahl to Milton Young, January 2 0 ,  1951. Young 
Papers.  [Spelling and grammar errors in original .]
2 33Mrs.  C .  Kittelson to William Langer, January 29 , 1951. 
Langer Papers.  [Capitalization and spelling errors in original.]
23^Mrs. Ellen Thompson to Milton Young, January 31 ,  1951. 
Young Papers.  [Spelling and grammar errors in original.]
See a lso  letters to Senator Young from J. W. Enger, O akes ,  
January 2 ,  19 51; Duane R. Strand, Fargo, January 3,  1951; Martin 
Helm et a l . , Martin, January 5 ,  1951; Mrs.  Fred Bubach, Litchvil le ,  
January 5 ,  1951; Oscar  Opheim, Bucyrus, January 5 ,  1951; Mr. and 
Mrs.  A. B. Finseth, Devils Lake,  January 6,  1951; Mrs. H. B. 
Pederson, Devils  Lake, January 6,  1951; Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Roy, 
Devils Lake,  January 6,  19 51; Mr. and Mrs. Paul Oien, Devils Lake, 
January 6 ,  1951; Republican State Senator Reinhart Krenz, 4 3rd 
Dis tr ic t ,  Sherwood, January 7,  1951; Mr. and Mrs. Elroy Lang e , 
Reynolds, January 8 ,  1951; A. I.  Orvick, Michigan,  January 8 ,  1951; 
Mrs. Lloyd Kelch, Wahpeton, January 9 ,  1951; Mr. and Mrs.  Hilbert
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Senator Young a lso  cal led for withdrawal.  As noted earlier Young 
switched in December, 1950 from support o f ,  to opposition to ,  the war.
Iverson, Langdon, January 12, 1951; Kellan Sebo, Minot,  January 14, 
1951; E. V. Siebold,  Cathay,  January 15, 1951; Norvall Ardus, Pembina, 
January 18, 1951; M rs .  L.  L.  Horn, Bismarck, January 18, 1951;
Russel l  Peterson,  Parshall ,  January 20 ,  1951; F. M. Bopp, New Salem, 
January 2 2 ,  1951; and Nick J. Ziegler,  Beulah, January 23 ,  1951. Young 
Papers.  Letters to Senator Langer from W . F. Buchholz, Durbin,
January 3 ,  1951; Mrs.  Lesl ie  J .  Brooks, Kenmare, January 4 ,  1951; Mrs. 
O scar  Nelson,  Martin, January 5 ,  1951; Mrs.  Robert Mullholland, Fargo, 
January 14, 1951; Paul E. Nelson,  Turtle Lake, January 15, 1951;
Stanley C .  Geeder,  Fargo, January 16, 1951; George A. Fisher family, 
Beach, January 18, 1951; Mrs. Ellen Thompson, Rolette,  January 27 ,  
1951; Arnold Guenther,  Ken s a l ,  January 19, 1951; Peter J .  Me sling,  no 
address ,  January 2 9 ,  1951; and John Boyko, Mercer County Superin­
tendent of S c h o o ls , Stanton, January 31 ,  1951. Langer Papers . See 
a lso  J .  G .  Johnson, Leeds plumber; Joseph Blegen, Leeds township 
farmer; Nels  C .  Fosen,  Springfield township farmer; A. E. Petsinger,  
Leeds merchant and John Burkhardsmeier, Leeds-cafe  operator in inter­
view of Benson County residents in "Many Here Opposed to United 
States-Korean War, " Benson County Courier , January 18, 1951, quoted 
in Congressional Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s .  , XCVII, A343. See 
a lso  Arthur W. Munk, Letters to the Editor, Grand Forks Herald,
January 17, 1951, p. 9; January 2 8 ,  1951, p. 18.  See a lso  Mrs. K. O. 
Schiebold , Fargo, to Fred W. Aandahl, January 5,  1951. Aandahl 
Papers.  Orin G .  Libby Manuscript Collect ion ,  Chester Fritz Library, 
University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, North Dakota. (Hereinafter 
referred to as  Aandahl Papers .)  Representative Aandahl received very 
few let ters  from his consti tuents dealing with international a f fa irs .  Of 
the four North Dakotans in Congress he received the least  correspon­
dence .  This can be explained by the fact that he had been elected in 
November, 1950 and was seated in the House in early January, 1951.
It is interesting to note the large number of persons with German 
names who protested the war. Professor Robert Wilkins notes the anti ­
war sentiment of North Dakota’s German-Americans prior to World Wars 
I and II .  See Robert P. W ilkins ,  "North Dakota and the European War, 
1 9 1 4 -1 9 1 7 "  (unpublished Ph .D .  dissertat ion,  W est  Virginia University,
19 54); and Robert P. W ilkins ,  "The Non-Ethnic Roots of North Dakota 
I so la t io n is m ,"  Nebraska History, XLIV (September, 1963) ,  205-22  1.
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He told a Fargo consti tuent:
I have long advocated our getting out of Korea and have done 
my level best  towards that end. This appears impossible 
until there is  a policy change in the state department which 
means the removal of Acheson. Certainly the tragic situation 
we are again facing over there ought to cause the president 
to make this  change soon.235
He told an Oakes resident that Korea "was untenable" and that the 
Korean entry was due to the "bankrupt policy establ ished by the Far 
Eastern Division of the State Department. "2 36 ^ few ^ays ]ater he 
told a Devils Lake man: "Will  do my best  to get our boys out of Korea 
and have removed from office  men like Acheson who are the architects  
of this whole tragic  program. ' Even though Young took this ant i ­
war position most of the t ime,  he does not seem to have been con­
vinced that isolationism was the best  policy.  It appears that Senator 
Young opposed the war primarily because it was going badly for United 
Nations forces .  In a news re lease  Young said:
Surely, it should have been apparent to everyone, at l eas t  for 
months past ,  that UN forces were facing an utterly impossible 
situation in Korea. Besides being terrif ically  outnumbered, 
one of the most tragic handicaps which was nothing short of 
suicide for our boys was the fact that we were never permitted
2 35Miiton Young to Duane Strand, January 4 ,  1951. Young 
Papers .
2 36 Milton Young to J .  W .  Enger, January 6,  1951. Young Papers.  
Supra , p . 125 .
2 37
Milton Young to H . B. Pederson, January 8 ,  1951. Young
Pap ers .
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to bomb the supply lines  and storage depots of the Com­
munists in Manchuria and e ls e w h e re .
Since so many North Dakotans opposed the war it is  surprising 
that so few commented on the North Dakota Senate resolution asking 
Congress to withdraw American troops from Korea. The wife of a 
Bismarck accountant sent Senator Young a newsstory from the Bismarck 
Tribune which d iscussed the troop withdrawal proposal.  She added:
I am enclosing a clipping which you have no doubt seen .
This is the sentiment out here.  We are all  very tired of this 
governments policy toward the American people,  killing our 
boys and bleeding us poor to es tabl ish  democracy for people 
who don't want it and wouldn't know what to do with it if they 
had i t . ^39
A Washburn man wrote to Young and also  included a clipping from the 
Tribune: "The clipping is entitled 'North Dakota Senate P a sse s  Troop 
Withdrawal Resolution 26 to 5 ' ,  so you can see how we feel about this 
mad man butchery that e x is t s  in an un declared war by the brainless
o q q
News R e le a se ,  January 10, 1951. Young Papers .
Senator Young told the only interventionist who wrote to him in 
January, "I recognize that we must stand up and oppose Communist 
aggression,  but the part that I ob ject  to most violently is the fact that 
the administration envis ions the use of American boys to fight the 
batt les  in every area of the world. " From the available  manuscripts 
this  appears to be Young's only statement of this kind. All of his other 
statements expressed opposition to intervention.
2 39Mrs.  Lyman L. Horn to Milton Young, January 18, 1951.
Young P ap ers .
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administration. "2 4 0 Senator Young told North Dakota's Lieutenant 
Governor, Ray Schnell ,  "congratulations on the resolution adopted by 
the North Dakota State Senate regarding Korea and demanding with­
drawal of American troops from there.  I am happy you took this 
a c t io n .
Although most North Dakotans opposed the war because they 
thought Korea had become an abattoir ,  the thought that some people were 
making a profit from the war was uppermost in the minds of others.  A 
farmer's wife from Kenmare declared:
It seems like wars haven't  settled anything so far,  they 
only breed more wars .  It only adds up to one thing to make 
more millionaires and the rich richer and the common or poor 
people [have] to do the slave work.^42
A New England man told Representative Burdick why he thought the war
was fought: "Now I am not trying to cr i t ic ize  you for your honest
b e l ie f .  . . , but time has now what I think showed plainly that this
^ ^ R .  R. Robinson to William Langer, January 16, 1951. Langer 
Papers.  Senator Walter Troxel representing Walsh County cast  his vote 
in favor of the resolution.  "Any member of this body voting against  this 
resolution should be willing and required to get right out there on the 
battle field and take his place on the front line and make cannon fodder 
out of himself .  Every night when I offer a prayer for those poor fellows 
the words that almost become a nightmare are why? why? w h y ?"
Tournal of the Senate of the Thirty-second Session of the Legislat ive 
Assembly, 60.
^ l -M il to n  Young to Lieutenant Governor, Ray Schnell ,  January 13, 
1951. Young Papers .
o 4 o
^Mrs. Lesl ie  J .  Brooks to William Langer, January 4 ,  1951. 
Langer Pap ers .
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war i s  Truman and Cos own private war to make the world safe for J .  P. 
Morgan & Co Dupont, the Oil interests  the sugar and [the] Rubber 
c ro w d .1,243
North Dakotans continued to support the "fortress America" con­
cept which became popular in December, 19 50. This concept was given 
considerable impetus by Herbert Hoover's December 20 nationwide radio 
address in which he advocated a policy of military and diplomatic 
retrenchment.  Senator Robert A. Taft questioned whether America’s 
defense of western Europe was esse n t ia l  to American security.  Hoover 
and Taft 's  ideas were part of the "Great Debate"  in Congress which 
examined American foreign and military p o l ic ie s .  This Congressional 24
24 3George Austin to Usher Burdick, January 16, 1951. Langer 
Papers.  [Spelling and grammar errors in original.]
See a lso  letters to Senator Young from E. V. Seibold, Cathay, 
January 15, 1951; and Nick J .  Ziegler,  Beulah, January 2 3 ,  1951. See 
letter to Senator Langer from Mrs. Otto G a jew sk i ,  Alexander, January 28 ,  
1951. L a n g e rP a p e rs .
It is interesting to note that North Dakotans writing their members 
of Congress did not mention the North Dakota Senate resolution urging 
Congress to conscript wealth when it became n ecessary  to draft men.
Some of those opposing the war felt that taxation and defense 
spending would ruin the nat ion's economy. A Jamestown woman asked 
Senator Langer: "Is it possible  for a country with le s s  than 6% of the 
world's population to send armies from one place to another to police 
the world; to send money indefinitely to countless  numbers of nations 
without weakening our own defense and wreaking our econom y?"  Marlys 
Standt to William Langer, January 2 3 ,  1951 . Langer Papers .  See a lso  
letter to Langer from R. R. Robinson, Washburn, January 16, 1951.
Langer Papers .
debate began in December, 19 50 and continued through March,
24419 51 . It was given impetus on January 8 when Nebraska's  Senator 
Kenneth J .  Wherry offered a resolution declaring that "no United States 
ground troops shall  be sent to western Europe pending determination by 
the Congress of a policy on that matter. " This idea of not sending 
troops without Congressional approval became very popular.
Although only a few North Dakotans mentioned Taft 's  name in 
correspondence; many lauded Hoover's ideas .  A Grand Forks department 
store owner remarked, "it seems to me Mr. Hoover speaks common sense 
- - n o t  as  heroic sounding as  the generals but with more wisdom. A
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Arthur S.  Link, American Epoch: A History of the United States 
Since the 1890 's  (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1967) ,  p. 726.  Wherry's 
speech is in Congressional Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s . , XCVII, 94 .  
Hoover said the U . S .  should defend Britain and the Atlantic and the 
P ac i f ic  to Japan. Troops should be withdrawn from western Europe and 
further support withheld until Europe organized and equipped sufficient 
might to withstand a Soviet a t tack .  See New York T im es , "Text of 
Hoover's Speech on Preserving the Western Hemisphere ,"  December 21 ,  
1951,  p.  22L. Taft voiced some of Wherry's ideas three days before 
Wherry's speech.  "Operation in the continents of Europe and Asia if 
any should be undertaken only with the greatest  care and under dareful 
l imitation. We must not extend ourselves so as  to threaten economic 
co l lapse  or inflation, for a productive and free America is the last  
bastion of l iberty. And finally the policy we adopt must be approved 
by Congress and the people after full and free d iscuss io n .  The commit­
ment of a land army to Europe is a program never approved by Congress 
into which we should not drift. It threatens the liberties  of our pe o p le . "  
"The Safety of the N at ion ,"  Senate speech ,  January 5 ,  1951. See 
Congressional Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s .  , XCVII, 61.
24°George W . Norby to Milton Young, January 24 ,  1951. Young
P a p ers .
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Grand Forks dent is t 's  son wrote Senator Langer:
This is a letter to inform you of an attitude held by . . . 
a great many people in Grand Forks. It pertains to the 
tremendous foreign policy debate which is gripping not 
only Congress but a lso  the whole American public.
Knowing your past record of voting on internationalism 
I hope sincerely  that you fall  in line behind the . . . 
proposals of hemispheric defense and abandon support of 
any more blind a l ley  Administration proposals and commit­
ments to try and ''fight aggression wherever it rears its 
ugly head. 1,246
A Lehr man told Senator Langer:
Budig and Young too.  You all  three.  I hat 2 sons in the 
seckend world war and 2 have too goe now and mabe more 
if  war is going the way it is Now and that hirts and te l l  me 
what have we gained in the las t  war Noding a lot hat to give 
there l ie fs  and a lot of deds I cand see what we are tiding 
for in Correa. . . .  I think Ex Presend Huver was ride mosdly 
in al l  poinds take our trups out of Korea and git ready at home 
and let them [the Koreans] fide al l  they wand over t h e r e . 242
Senator Milton Young approved of Hoover's plan as  he had in December. *24
o a r
DJames O'Keefe to William Langer, January 8 ,  1951. Langer
Papers .
24 7Jacob W eisz  to William Langer, January 1, 1951. Langer 
Papers.  [Spelling and grammar errors in original.]
See a lso  letters to Senator Young from Ernest A. Donner, Reeder, 
January 3 ,  1951; Mrs.  C . E. Johnson, Grafton, January 10, 1951; Miles 
Reed, Republican party committeeman, Langdon, January 24 , 1951; and 
John Boyko, Mercer County Superintendent of Schools ,  Stanton,
January 31 , 1951.  Young Papers.  Letters to Senator Langer from W . F. 
Buchholz, Durbin, January 3,  1951; Mr. and Mrs. John Haug, Grafton, 
January 4 ,  1951; Christee and Henry Kittelson, Hoople, January 5,  1951; 
Alfred Thompson, Rolette,  January 13, 1951; R. R. Robinson, Washburn, 
January 16, 1951; George A. Fisher family, Beach, January 18, 1951; 
and Nick Lundhagen family, Fargo, January 2 4 ,  1951. Langer Papers.  
Mrs.  K. O. Schiebald , Fargo, to Fred Aandahl, January 5 ,  1951.
Aandahl Papers .
He told a Bottineau attorney, "Taft and Hoover, in my opinion, <bffer a 
program that makes some s e n s e .  "248
The proposal of Senators Taft and Wherry that no troops be sent 
to foreign shores without Congressional approval won support from North 
Dakotans. State Senator Carroll Day's resolution calling for withdrawal 
of troops from Korea a lso  urged both the President and Congress to 
recognize that no poli t ical or military commitment with respect  to 
foreign policy is binding upon the people unless  first approved by Con­
g re ss .  249 a Hamilton woman told Senator Young, "the time has come 
for you Senators to be Senators.  Congress should have the say where 
our boys are going to fight, instead of Truman, Acheson and the United 
Nations. " A McVille man told him, "I hope you will fight to have 
congressional  approval before sending our boys all  over the world. "2 51 
A Monango man demanded of Senator Young: "Don't send our boys over
9 4 q
Milton Young to Asmundur Benson, January 10, 1951. Young 
Papers.  See a lso  Senator Young to Meyer S. Cohen, January 4 ,  1951; 
and Gust Herigstad, January 5 ,  1951. Young Papers.
"Debate on Korean Withdrawal Enlivens N .D .  Senate 
S e s s i o n , ” Minot Daily N ew s, January 11, 1951, p. 1.
o cn
Mrs.  Franklin Page to Milton Young, January 4 ,  1951. Young
Pap ers .




se a s  without the consent of Congress .  " 252 Congressman Usher Burdick 
concurred. He told a New England man:
Right off the bat ,  let  me say that if Congress is  not to be 
consulted in sending our troops abroad to areas where they 
may become involved in wars ,  then we might all  just  as  well 
go home because it will  all  be dictated by what Truman t h i n k s .222
In December the press continued to support the war effort though 
fewer papers did so than during the July-September period. Only two 
papers opposed the "police ac t ion .  " It is interesting to note the 
dichotomy between the continued press support for the war and the 
general public 's  des ire ,  as  expressed in letters  to North Dakota's  Con­
gressional  delegation, to withdraw from Korea. Both the press and the 
general public cr it ic ized America's a l l i e s  and United Nations leadership. 
As was the case  during the first five months of the war, both the press 
and general public cast igated the administration's foreign policy and 
placed most of the blame for America's involvement in the Korean "police 
act ion"  on the State Department.
During the first five months of the war letters  to the Congressional
2 52 John Thron to Milton Young, January 2 3 ,  1951. Young Papers.
See a lso  letters to Senator Young from W . J .  Munro, Rol la ,
January 3,  1951; and Mr. and Mrs.  Hilbert Iverson, Langdon, January 12, 
1951. Young Papers.  Letters to William Langer from Mrs.  C .  M. Albers,  
Center,  January 7,  1951; and C .  Francis Swanke , Napoleon attorney, 
January 16, 1951.  Langer Papers .
2 2 2 Usher Burdick to George Austin, January 22 , 1951. Burdick 
Papers .
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delegation were evenly divided between support and opposition to the 
war. However, in December when the United Nations forces were losing 
and when the United States continued to pay most of the cost in men and 
m aterie l, public opinion turned against the war. Many North Dakotans 
said the United States  could not be the world's peace keeper, many 
lauded Herbert Hoover's policy of retrenchment.
It is noteworthy that many of those who critic ized  the administra­
tion and many of those who favored withdrawing from Korea were poor 
letter w riters . It seems log ica l to conclude that th ese  people who were 
poor grammarians and poor spellers were among North Dakota's more 
poorly educated and probably the leas t  prosperous. It is  a lso  in terest­
ing to note that of persons who cr itic ized  American foreign policy 
makers, who advocated withdrawal from Korea, and who approved of 
Herbert Hoover's policy is  " iso la tio n ism "--m o re  were from Fargo than 
any other community. Fargo had the s ta te 's  best communications 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  probably the most advanced school system and a university. 
These features probably made Fargoans more aware of international 
affairs and hence more likely  to voice their opinions. Fargo with its 
population of 3 8 ,2  56 was the s ta te 's  largest c i ty .  Grand Forks with 
2 6 ,8 3 6  was second. Not to be ignored is the fact that according to 
e lectio n  records, C ass  County voted overwhelmingly for almost every 
Republican candidate in state and national e lectio n s in 1948, 19 50 , and 
1952 . Therefore the reaction from Fargoans could be said to have been
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that of a well informed, heavily populated, predominantly Republican 
area against a Democratic administration.
Press reaction during January duplicates that of December: More 
editors favored the war than opposed it; during both months the editors 
attacked American foreign p o licy , United Nations leadership and 
America's a l l i e s .  In January as in December both the iso la tion is t  and 
interventionist press attributed America's foreign problems to ineptitude 
on the part of the Democratic administration rather than communist 
agg ression . Although the newspapers gave coverage to the leg is la tu re 's  
three controversial reso lu tion s, for the most part the press avoided 
editorial comment. Only the resolution to withdraw American troops 
prompted editorial comment and that was from weekly papers.
In January as in the previous months, there was some support from 
letter writers for the commitment to halt agg ression . During both months 
that support came largely from professional people. As in the previous 
months many North Dakotans attributed America's foreign problems to 
"bungling" among foreign policy makers. Secretary of State Acheson 
was v il l i f ie d . Among the suggested solutions to the problems was the 
removal of Acheson and a "retreat to isolationism . " In January, as in 
the previous months North Dakotans castigated  the United Nations 
leadership . However, in contrast with previous months, there was 
litt le  criticism  of American a l l i e s .
Although in 1950 there was opposition to proposals to lower the
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draft age to eighteen and to implement Universal Military Training, 
opposition in January was much greater. North Dakotans, usually 
abreast of international developments, probably recognized the fact 
that the war would continue for some time and that more of their young 
men would be called  to fight a war which many of them opposed. North 
Dakotans a lso  realized that an 18-y ear-o ld  draft and Universal Military 
Training would take much of their labor fo r c e . Concern about the 
possib le  labor shortage during the 1951 crop year prompted much 
opposition to the drafting of farmers.
From the evidence it appears that most people during December 
and January were disillusioned with the Korean "police actio n , " and 
despite continued press support, opposed the war and urged withdrawal 
of American troops from Korea. It would seem that this disillusionment 
stemmed from the tremendous sa cr if ice s  accounted for by the fact that 
the United States continued to bear the heaviest burden in men and 
m ateriel. The "fortress America" concept, given publicity by the con­
tinuing "Great D ebate” in C ongress , was very popular among North 
Dakotans during December and January.
Of sp ecia l interest is  the letter writing style of North Dakotans.
It is  interesting to note that those advocating admission of Red China to 
the United Nations were a ll  good letter writers while many of those who 
advocated isolationism  were poor letter writers and from small towns.
It may be said that th ese  poor letter  writers were poorly educated and
155
probably North D akota 's le a s t  prosperous 
portionately , few letters which expressed
c i t iz e n s . There 
similar opinions
w e re , pro-
from the four
major urban centers — Fargo, Grand Forks, Bismarck and Minot.
THE YO-YO WAR AND MacARTHUR'S DISMISSAL
On January 2 5 ,  19 51 United Nations troops began a counter­
offensive with the primary ob jective  of destroying enemy troops rather 
than making territorial g a in s . Front line troops called  General Matthew 
Ridgway's technique the "meatgrinder. " It worked w ell: By February 10 
Kimpo airfield and Inchon had been re-captured and on March 14 Seoul 
w as liberated . (See Figure 4 ,  p. 157 .) On April 5 United States forces 
crossed the 38th parallel in an attempt to capture the Communists' Iron 
Triangle, a strategic  supply a r e a .  ̂ The United Nations offensive ended 
on April 21 with Allied forces holding the territory south of a line 
stretching from the eastern  co a sta l  c i ty ,  Yangyang, to Inchon on the
n
w est c o a s t .  After MacArthur's d ism issal Lt. Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway 
assumed the United Nations Command an d L t. Gen. James Van Fleet 
became field commander. On April 22 the Communist forces mounted a 
spring offensive which historian David Rees c a l ls  the "Communist's
'''Rees, Korea: The Limited W a r , pp. 185-194 , p ass im . Republic 
of Korea units crossed  the 38th parallel on March 2 7 , 1951.
o
Harry J .  Middleton, The Compact History of the Korean War (New 
York: Hawthorn Books, I n c . ,  1965), p. 170, map.
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single greatest military effort of the Korean W ar. " With great fury the 
Communists' 7 0 0 ,0 0 0  troops attacked the 4 2 0 ,0 0 0  Allied troops in an 
attempt to capture a ll  of South Korea. However th is  first spring drive 
ended on April 30 after failing to dislodge the Allied forces from their 
line near the 38th p aralle l. The second o ffen siv e , begun on May 15, 
ended four days later with only limited s u c c e s s .  The United Nations 
forces held a ll territory south of a line stretching a cro ss  Korea about 
half way between the 38th parallel and Seoul. David Rees writes:
"This . . . last  attempt by the CCF [Chinese Communist Forces] to 
conquer South Korea ended with a carnage unparalleled before or since 
the Korean W ar. " On June 1 United Nations forces crossed the 38th 
parallel again and by June 11 the "Van Fleet counter-offensive" ended 
with the capture of Chorwon and Kumhwa, the two southern c i t ie s  of the 
Iron Triangle.^ The fighting ended on June 13 after the "rev is ion ist"  
g oa l,  limiting the war to clearing South Korea of communist fo rce s ,  had 
been accom plished.^ On June 2 3 Jacob M alik , the Soviet representative 
to the Security C ouncil, said the Russian government thought d iscu ssio n s 
between the belligerents should be started. Both sides agreed and on 
July 10, 19 51 peace d iscu ssio n s opened in the western c ity  of
3
R ees , Korea: The Limited W ar, pp. 2 4 3 -2 5 7 ,  p a ss im .
^Ibid. , p.  2 57 . See a lso  Flarry S. Truman, Memoirs: Years of 




After consultation with other administration leaders and with 
European a l l ie s  who feared a full sca le  war with China, President Truman 
decided that military operations should c e a s e  after South Korea had been 
a second time cleared of communist fo rc e s .  MacArthur, on the other 
hand, refused to accept th is  "rev is io n ist"  goal: He wanted to drive the 
Communist troops out of a ll  territory south of the Yalu River. According 
to historian John W . Spanier:
MacArthur was unwilling to reconcile  himself to the limitation of 
the war to the Korean peninsula, particularly after the failure of 
the Chinese Communists to drive his troops into the sea and 
indicated that their armies were not, despite their large numbers 
and the privilege of a Manchurian sanctuary,, immune to defeat. ^
MacArthur's plan for Red China's total defeat included securing a line
a cro ss  Korea near Seoul as a base of operation, blockading the enemy's
supply routes by spreading radio active w astes  a cro ss  North Korea and,
possib ly  with the use of Chiang K ai-sh e k 's  troops, a number of
amphibious landings at the upper end of both North Korean c o a s ts .  The
administration refused to accept this plan. On March 24 MacArthur
issued what he called a "military appraisal" of the Korean situation.
After pointing out that the communist forces were exhausted and
^Truman, Memoirs, II ,  pp. 5 1 7 -5 2 0 .
John W . Spanier, The Truman-MacArthur Controversy and the 
Korean War (New York: W . W . Norton and Company, I n c . ,  1965), 
p. 197.
^ Ib id . , p . 198.
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depleted, he offered to confer with the enemy com m ander-in-chief in 
the fie ld . Should the communist commander refuse these  terms
t
MacArthur suggested that he would carry the war to China i tse lf ]  This 
action constituted a virtual ultimatum to the Chinese and a direct 
challenge to the Administration's stated policy of pursuing a limited- 
ob jective  war. In a letter to Joseph Martin, minority leader of the House 
of R epresentatives, MacArthur expressed approval of the Republicans' 
proposal that N ationalist Chinese troops be used in Korea and that the 
battle  in Asia must be fought with fu ll- fo rce ,  not half m easures. His 
two statem ents— the announcement on March 24 and the letter to Joseph 
Martin made public on April 5 --co n v in ced  President Truman that he 
could no longer ignore MacArthur's threat to his constitutional authority 
in the field of foreign affairs and to c iv ilian  control of the military.®
In Truman's words:
Our constitution embodies the principle of c iv ilian  control of the 
military. This was the principle that General MacArthur 
threatened. I do not believe that he purposefully decided to 
challenge civ ilian  control of the military, but the result of his 
behavior was that th is  fundamental principle of free government 
was in danger. It was my duty to act.®
There were three reasons for MacArthur’s d ism issa l: He had publically 
challenged the Presid ent's  position as national foreign policy sp okes­
man; he did not favor limiting the military action to South Korea and he
8Ib id . , pp. 1 9 8 -2 0 3 .
q
Truman, M em oirs, II ,  p. 504.
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failed to submit public statements for clearance as the President had
directed in December, 1950 10
There was considerably more press support during February-June, 
1951 than there was during January. The weekly editors were esp ec ia lly  
en th u sia st ic .  The Ashley Tribune, published in an area with a heavy 
German population concentration, supported the war:
Much is  said pro and con in regard to the Korean war and 
our part in i t .  Some it would seem including some prominent 
Americans would have us pull out and allow those people to 
shift for th em selv es . It would be much like allowing a big 
drunken bruiser to beat up a ten -y ear-o ld  crippled boy every 
time he showed him self on the stree t.  The United Nations 
was organized to promote world peace and to protect small 
d e fe n se le ss  nations. ^
The McKenzie County Farmer and the W elis  County Free Press published 
the same editorial. After d iscussing General Ridgway's fighting 
technique the editorial concluded:
We are staying in Korea, then, because we can inflict 
enormous lo s s e s  on the enemy while taking relatively  small 
lo s s e s  o u rse lv es . Some top military men believe that the 
C h in ese— who are said to be disappointed by the small amount 
of aid given them by R u ss ia --w ill  eventually pull out of Korea 
and let the war d ie . If that happens, it will be the first real 
defeat world communism has had to ta k e . ^
Although the Bismarck Leader was not a staunch supporter of the war,
^ S p a n ie r ,  Truman-MacArthur Controversy, pp. 2 0 5 -2 0 6 .
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Ashley Tribune, February 1, 1951,  p. 1.
^W atford  C ity , McKenzie County Farmer, March 15, 1951,  p.  2; 
Fessenden , W ells  County Free P r e s s , March 18, 1951,  p.  2 .  The Free 
Press did not acknowledge the Farmer for the editorial.
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Ray Thompson, a regular colum nist, declared:
The UN armies in Korea, commanded by Gen. Ridgway are 
inflicting a terrible beating on the Chinese Reds. There never 
was a chance of its happening, but ju st suppose that the North 
Dakota Senate had been running our foreign policy . They wanted 
us to cut and run from a Chinese Commie army instead of letting 
Ridgway liquidate them. How silly  can you get ? -^
The Killdeer Herald remarked that "sooner or later the administration
must open its ey es  to rea lity . Communist power understands [only]
power. We must fight th is  fire with fire . Fargo's Normanden
published two editorials supporting the war. The Normanden pointed
out that m asses of Chinese had streamed into Korea about Christmas
time but had been defeated. The writer thought surely the United
Nations troops would go all the way to the Manchurian border. ^
Rugby's Pierce County Tribune was not impressed with the debate over
limiting or broadening the war:
This bu sin ess  of not doing th is  or that so as not to get 
involved any more with China or Russia to me doesn't make 
s e n s e .  China is  already in and so is  Russia , and the latter 
w ill throw more in when she figures the time and place is 
ripe. I believe if we left Korea today, Russia would start 
something e ls e --p e rh a p s  a full sca le  w a r - -a s  soon as she
^ R a y  Thompson, Bismarck L eader, April 5 ,  1951,  p.  2.
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Killdeer Herald, April 19, 1951,  p.  4.
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Gudbransd^len, probably an agrarian-conservative 
newspaper in the Gudbransden V alley, Norway, quoted in Normanden, 
April 19, 1951,  p.  2 .  See also  ed itoria l, Gudbransd^len, quoted in 
Normanden, March 1, 1951,  p.  2 .
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thought the chances of victory were weighted in her 
favor. 16
In an editorial entitled "WANTED: The Guts of Thomas Pa i ne ! "  the 
Cavalier County Republican v ilified  the communists:
Wi n,  lose  or draw, come hell or high water, le t 's  revert 
back to being o ld -fash ioned , tw o-fis ted  Americans . . . not 
afraid to live or die for America. L e t 's  get sore . . . sore as 
an S . O . B .  at the raping, murdering, torturing, unGodly gang­
sters who want our homes,  our kids,  our w iv es , our churches 
and our country for a ll time. ^
Although not sp e c if ica lly  mentioning the Korean W ar, the Edgeley Mail 
took a m ilitaristic  stand:
The more I study the international situation, the more I am 
convinced that only through the superior strength of the 
dem ocracies can a war with Communist Russia be averted. It 
is  the only deterrent I know to Communist military aggression .
Red, m ilitaristic  Communist dictators recognize no other voice 
but t hi s .  Unfortunately, by their attitude since the c lo se  of 
World War II they have left us no other choice [except to 
bolster our military strength] . ^
Some daily papers a lso  supported the war. The Grand Forks 
Herald which had taken an iso lation ist position in December and January, 
reversed i t s e l f  and demanded esca la t io n  including bombing the 
"privileged sanctuary":
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Rugby, Pierce County Tribune, April 26 , 1951,  p.  8.
^Editorial, Langdon, Cavalier County Republican, May 10, 
1951,  p.  14.  The paper credited the editorial to "Fuller & Lux, New 
York City. " [E llipses in orig inal.]
^ E d i t o r i a l ,  Edgeley M a i l , June 14 ,  1951 ,  p.  1.
Naturally, there is no way of knowing for certain that 
Russia would go to China's aid were the Allies to cross into 
Manchuria to bomb Chinese co asta l c i t i e s .  MacArthur was 
willing to make the gamble; the diplomats are not.
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The country will not sit by indefinitely while we limit our 
operations to the peninsula of Korea and see our sons slowly 
killed off in a battle  of attrition that can never come to a 
d ecis ive  con clu sion . It w ill demand something more positive 
to force a d e c is io n . ^
The Fargo Forum, while not calling for esca la tio n  of the war, continued 
to demand that Chiang K a i-sh e k 's  forces be enlisted  in the fray: "One 
must not forget that the N ationalists can offer America the largest 
A siatic  land army that could be mustered in our behalf.
Only the Bowbells Tribune opposed the war:
The Tribune editor has been , and i s ,  of the opinion that send­
ing men to slaughter in Korea, and for no good cause w hatso­
ev er , is  an overt ac t  and never should have been committed.
Editorial, Grand Forks Herald, May 2 , 1951,  p.  4 .  See a lso  
ed ito r ia ls ,  May 9 , 1951,  p.  4;  May 13,  1951,  p.  4;  and June 24 , 1951 , 
p.  4 .  Beginning in February the Herald printed several editorials 
denouncing any attempts to appease the communists. "Branding Red 
China as an aggressor does not mean we need to wage a fu l l -s c a le  war 
against her if she does not yield to the U. N.  demands that she get out 
of Korea. It should mean,  however, a re le a se  of the restraints on the 
Chinese Nationalist forces in Formosa, and it should ca ll  for aid to 
C hinese-guerrilla  forces snapping at the communits armies a ll  over 
China. There could be a measure of strategic  bombing or the use of 
guided m iss iles  to play hob with the communist morale, and certainly 
there should be bombing of the supply area in Red Manchuria. " 
Editorial, February 4 ,  1951,  p.  4 .  See a lso  ed itoria ls ,  April 12 J 1951,  
p.  4; April 15, 1951,  p.  4;  April 18, 1951,  p.  4; April 2 5 ,  1951,  p.  4;  
and May 13,  1951,  p.  4 .  Several of these editorials stressed  the idea 
that esca la t io n  was needed to protect U . S .  so ld iers .
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Fargo Forum, March 16, 1951,  p.  20.  See a lso  
e d ito r ia ls , March 2 0 ,  1951,  p.  16; and April 2 5 ,  19 51 , p. 18.
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Of co u rse , the whole affair is  merely a face saver. At the 
time we obeyed the command of the United Nations, . . . 
things were not going to [sic] well here at home for the b ig­
wigs in W ashington. The army of unemployed was steadily 
growing. . . , the farmers' market was steadily shrinking. 
. . .  A litt le  "police duty" in Korea provided to be the face 
saver; then,  too , it was only the fulfillment of a horse­
trading deal that took place between the late Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and slimy Joe Stalin. 21
21Editorial, Bowbells Tribune, February 15, 1951,  p.  2.
In several editorials the Forum maintained that the Democratic 
administration deserted Chiang Kai-shek at post-war conferences and 
during the Chinese civ il war. In mid-May the editor declared: "The 
United States began the process of se lling Chinese N ationalists down 
the river at Yalta. . . . This made for the build-up of the Reds of [in] 
Chi na . "  Editorial, May 18, 1951,  p.  24.  In an earlier editorial 
referring to the Chinese communists the Forum observed: "Our so -  
ca lled  d ip lom ats--the Acheson, the Je ssu p s ,  the Lattimores, the 
M arsh a lls— in sisted  that Chiang take th ese  Red devils into the 
government on a coalition b a s i s . "  Editorial, April 13, 1951,  p.  22.
See a lso  editorials April 18, 1951,  p.  22;  and June 19, 1951,  p.  14.  
Norman Graebner maintains that politic ians who took this v ie w --th a t  
Communist ascendancy in China was due to American foreign policy 
bungling rather than to so c ia l  revolutionary conditions in A sia—were 
part of a new group of Republican n a tio n a lis ts ,  or in Graebner's term, 
"n e w -is o la t io n is ts . " Graebner further points out that these new- 
iso la t io n is ts  ca lled  for a change in personnel among foreign policy 
makers, an American policy designed to secure Chiang's return to the 
mainland and the implementation of this program with military power.
It is interesting to note that the Fargo Forum, the most interventionist 
paper in North Dakota, adhered to a ll  three of th ese  n ew -iso lation ist 
assum ptions. Norman A. Graebner, The New Isolationism : A Study in 
Politi c s  and Foreign Policy Since 19 50 (New York: The Ronald Press ,  
1956) ,  pp.  18- 19 ,  5 2 - 5 3 .
The Bismarck Tribune and Fargo Forum continued to print cartoons 
supporting the war. The Forum printed one entitled "Facing the Danger 
With Magnificent Fortitude," it pictured a soldier labeled " U. N.  Forces" 
stepping across  the 38th paralle l. He looks back at an old bearded man 
labeled "History" who carries a book titled "The Korean In c id e n t."  
History s ays ,  "Okay, Son Whatever Happens You Rate High in My 
Book ! " Fargo Forum, May 4 ,  1951,  p . 4 . The Tribune and the Forum
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Although several papers supported the war a few of th ese  inter­
ventionist papers, along with others, critic ized  American foreign 
policy makers. During the spring of 19 51 many of the cr itic ism s 
seemed to stem from the MacArthur controversy. Quite often editorials 
praised General MacArthur and castigated  the administration. The Minot 
Daily News said he would remain "a soldier whose love of country 
transcends the thinking of the White House clique which shapes and 
applies a muddled foreign p olicy . " 22 The Fargo Forum critic ized  foreign 
policy makers in several ed ito ria ls .  In one,  referring to the Senate 
hearings, the Forum remarked: "This inquiry which resulted front the 
firing of General of the Army Douglas MacArthur should h av e--an d  we 
think it has — spotlighted again the tragica lly  odd things the American
printed a cartoon entitled "Flag Staff. " The cartoon, divided cro ssw ise , 
shows in the top half an American soldier stabbing an American flag 
into a hand marked "Aggressor, " a short poem reads: "The staff that 
bears the Stars and Stripes / W ill not take root on foreign land / When 
planted on a distant shore / 'Tis but to pin the greedy hand. " The 
lower half of the cartoon pictures a ship taking American soldiers home 
as  cheering people w ave. Another jingle reads: "For when at last 
oppressed are free / And tyrants , crushed, return no more / Our flag 
again is homeward borne / It can 't  take root on foreign shore. " Reg 
Manning, McNaught Syndicate, I n c . ,  Bismarck Tribune, June 14, 1951,  
p . 4;  and Fargo Forum, June 14, 1951,  p.  16.  The W alsh County Record 
and Sargent County News printed a cartoon entitled , "Widened Memorial 
Day Horizons, " it pictured a hill labeled "Korea" with helmet crowned 
cro ss  marked "In Freedom's C ause" stuck in the ground. Around the 
cro ss  l ie s  a wreath labeled "A Nation's Homage, "  Grafton, W alsh 
County Record, May 28 , 1951,  section 2 , p. 2 . Forman, Sargent 
County Ne ws , May 31,  1951,  p.  4 .  The cartoons were drawn by 
"Chapin" of Northwestern News Syndicate.
2 2 Editoria l ,  Minot Daily  N e w s , April 14 ,  1951 ,  p.  4 .
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government has done in the Far E ast.  "2 3 The Grand Forks Herald 
remarked:
There is  no denial, by fair minded observ ers , that 
MacArthur overstepped the bounds of military propriety in 
delving into matters obviously the busin ess  of diplomats.
But there were no diplomats to do the job .
The litt le  man beating the big drum in W ashington, more 
concerned with the n o ises  it made than with the effect of its 
reverberations, had nothing but the sorriest advice in formu­
lating our so called  foreign p o l ic y .24
The weekly papers were equally c r i t ic a l .  After recounting the events of
the "police action" Grafton's W alsh County Record concluded:
That is how matters stand, as was clearly  explained by 
General MacArthur before a joint se ss io n  of Congress follow­
ing his d ism issal by President Truman. And it explains why 
so many people regard our present diplomatic and military 
policy is  [as] being utterly bankrupt. 2 ^
W ahpeton's Richland County Farmer- Globe remarked, "like General
McArthur [ s i c ] , we are doubtful of the aims and o b je c ts  in Korea"
then added:
The foreign policy of the United States has been in a 
terrible mess ever since the late President Roosevelt sat in 
a too fast conference in Y alta . Our policy seems based on 
appeasement to protect British and French far eastern
n 9
Editorial, Fargo Forum, June 19, 1951,  p.  14.  See a lso  
ed itoria ls ,  April 13, 1951,  p.  22;  May 18,  1951,  p.  24;  May 19,  1951,  
p.  14; and June 7 , 1951,  p.  18.
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Grand Forks Herald, April 12, 1951,  p.  6.  See a lso  
ed itoria ls ,  April 15, 1951,  p.  4;  April 2 5 ,  1951 , p.  4; April 29 , 1951,  
p.  4;  and May 9,  1951,  p.  4.
2 ^Editorial, Grafton, W alsh County Plerald, April 30 , 1951,  p.  4.  
See a lso  ed itoria l, June 11, 1951,  section 2 ,  p. 4 .
c o lo n ie s ,  . . .  if that is  the continued p o licy , why the Korean 
invasion
The Killdeer Herald was equally c r it ica l :
For over a year the government has been accused  of having 
no foreign p olicy . The accu sation s have been ju st if ie d . The 
v a c il la t in g , w ishy-w ashy actions of the State Department have 
kept th is  country and the whole world guessing .
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I t 's  to be expected that his [MacArthur's policies] and the 
in effic ien cy  of the State Department would lock horns sooner 
or la ter . Right or wrong, MacArthur has a policy definitely 
estab lish ed  and pursued. Let the State Department do likew ise 
and everyone--including M a c --w il l  know where he stands. 2 7
Although Rugby's Pierce County Tribune sided with the administration it
declared:
The d ism issal of MacArthur, unless full sca le  war results  
or a total disunity within the country, will eventually prove 
to have more merits than dem erits. The debate should air and 
bring to light much of the bungling and confusion that has been 
passing for policy and statesm anship in the Truman administra­
tion . 28
The MacArthur d ism issal and the subsequent hearings not only 
aroused critic ism  of American foreign policy makers but a lso  prompted *19
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Wahpeton, Richland County Farm er-G lobe, May 1,
19 51 , p. 14. In mid-June the Globe added: "When rack etee rs , cock ta il  
w a itre s s e s ,  big campaign contributors and just plain scoundrels serve 
as  our am bassadors, can we expect much more in the way of foreign 
p olicy . What must other countries think of u s ? "  Editorial, June 15, 
1951,  p.  14.
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Killdeer Herald, March 2 9 ,  1951,  p.  4 .  See a lso  
ed itoria l, March 8 , 1951,  p.  4 .  For a similar view see editorial, 
Watford Ci ty,  McKenzie County Farmer, April 19, 1951,  p.  2.
2 ^Editor ial ,  Rugby, P ierce  County T r ibu ne , April 2 6 ,  1951 ,  p.  8 .
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demands that American foreign policy be re-evalu ated . The Bismarck 
Tribune said MacArthur’s address in Congress defined the issu e s  
involved in the Korean war, then added:
The war in Korea is  in name a United Nations war, but the 
casu alty  figures label it a United States war. Certainly, there­
fore , it is e s se n t ia l  that the policy pursued by the United States 
in Korea be c r it ica lly  analyzed and debated, so that this 
country may know where its policy is  taking i t . ^
After referring to the "negative policy of the A chesons, the Lattimores, 
the Je ssu p s ,  et a l , "  the Fargo Forum declared: "L et 's  get the views out 
in the open—whatever they are — so that the American people can for 
once have a good, long look at them. Nothing le s s  w ill do. The
W ells  County Free Press said a "showdown is  coming":
The cork has blown out of the bottle . It does not seem possible  
that the in d ecis iv en ess  which has characterized the handling of 
c r it ica l  foreign affairs can la s t  much longer. C ongress, 
bolstered now by the high tide of public feeling will demand that 
a straight course be steered in one direction or another. ^
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Bismarck Tribune, April 20 ,  1951,  p.  4 .  See a lso  
ed ito r ia ls ,  April 11, 1951,  p.  4;  and June 12, 1951,  p.  4 .
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Fargo Forum, April 18, 1951,  p.  22.
 ̂1 F e sse n d en , W ells  County Free P r e s s , April 26 ,  1951 , p.  2.  See 
a lso  Grafton, W alsh County Record, May 3 , 1951,  section  2 ,  p. 4 .
After MacArthur's d ism issal several papers took positions either 
praising or critic iz ing him.  A guest editorial in the Bismarck Leader 
declared: "In relieving Gen. MacArthur of his command, President 
Truman has made the choice which is  as right as it was difficult. Mr. 
Truman has only done what Gen.  MacArthur him self would have done to 
any subordinate officer  who made a practice of ignoring military orders 
from higher authority. " St, Louis P o s t-D isp a tch , quoted in Bismarck 
Leader, April 19, 1951,  p.  2.  See a lso  editorials April 2 6 ,  1951 , p.  4;
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The press did not confine its  cr itic ism s to Americans; several 
papers continued to attack  the United Nations leadership and America's 
a l l i e s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  Great Britain. After summarizing recent international 
events the iso la tio n is t  Bowbells Tribune declared:
May 10, 1951,  p.  4;  June 2 1 , 1951,  p.  4; and editorials by "mythical 
correspondent" Ole O lafson , May 10, 1951,  p.  4; and June 14, 1951,  
p.  4 .  Fargo's Normanden thought esca la t io n  in Korea might bring war to 
Europe. "He [MacArthur] considers the war only from the E ast,  but it is 
just as  important that we a c t  so that the war doesn 't break out in Europe 
until w e're ready to f ig h t . " Editorial, Normanden, April 2 6 ,  1951 , p.  2.  
See a lso  ed ito r ia ls ,  May 2 4 ,  1951,  p.  2;  and June 28 , 1951,  p.  2 .  The 
Farmers Union paper printed a cartoon showing a clenched fis t  holding a 
dagger dripping with blood. The dagger was labeled "Bigger W ar. " 
Beneath the picture was written, "MacArthur's Road to P e a ce . " Cartoon, 
North Dakota Union Farmer, June 4 ,  1951,  p.  7.  See a lso  cartoon 
May 7, 1951,  p.  1, and editorial May 7 , 1951,  p.  6.  It is interesting 
to note that the Farm Bureau Ne ws , voice of the North Dakota Farm 
Bureau Federation, ignored the Korean War during February-June, 1951.  
Several papers supported MacArthur. The Minot Daily News remarked: 
"Gen. MacArthur, by his lifetime of service in the army, is no Johnny -  
com e-la te ly  in military planning. If he says the gravest danger facing 
the United States l ie s  in Asia,  then it would be w ise to hear him out and 
possib ly  act  acco rd in g ly ."  Editorial, Minot Daily N ew s, April 12, 1951,  
p.  4 .  A Bismarck high school student who wrote a weekly column 
declared , "MacArthur had been in charge of a ll  the fighting of a ll  United 
Nations troops in the Korean W ar. He, of a ll  the p o lit ic ia n s , presidents , 
and soldiers in the United S ta te s ,  . . . should know what is going on 
and ex a c tly  what strategy [to follow] to . . . secure p e a c e . " Bernard 
v Simon, St. M ary's High School, Bismarck, Bismarck Tribune, June 5 ,
1951,  p . 4 .  See a lso  Tribune e d ito r ia l , May 21 , 1951,  p.  4 .  A north­
western weekly declared, "Maybe Truman's move was right, but the fact 
s t i l l  rem ains, a man who has spent 52 years of his life  in Military ser­
v ic e ,  who has done an able job of far East rebuilding since World War II , 
and who has watched countless American boys fight and die in what seems 
to be a hopeless struggle on war-torn Korea has been dism issed by our 
P res id en t--a  haberdashery business  fa i lu re ."  Editorial, Crosby, Divide 
County Journal, April 19, 1951,  p.  6.  See a lso  editorials in Langdon, 
Cavalier County Republican, April 26 ,  1951,  p.  14; Killdeer Herald,
April 12, 1951,  p.  4; and Grafton, W alsh County Record, April 16, 1951,  
section 2 ,  p. 4; April 30 , 1951 , p.  4;  and May 7,  1951,  section 2 ,  p. 2 .
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The final an a lys is  of the affair will be that we will fool 
around with the United Nations and will wake up not knowing 
whether we are coming or going so far as our so -ca lle d  foreign 
policy is  concerned.
It seems that the smart thing to do would be to divorce 
ourselves from the United N ations, te l l  the debaters that the 
show is over, pack up and go home; and make an attempt at 
running our affairs again . ^
The Killdeer Herald supported the war but a lso  was c r it ica l :
When organized, the UN had 51 member nations. Of these  
51 only 11 are represented in the Korean W ar. The UN, voted 
by a huge majority to enter the Korean W ar, and now only 11 
are helping. Yet th ese  sidewalk superintendents proceed to 
te ll  us how to win in a war in which they refuse to offer any­
thing but ad v ice . They choose to stand on the sidelines and 
will come in with colors flying when the peace ta lk s ,  if any,  
s ta r t . ^
Criticism  came from daily papers. According to the Fargo Forum which 
supported the war, "our token force Allies have been insistent that the 
UN forces take it easy  while the Red Chinese keep pouring manpower 
into the co n flic t .  Appeals have been made for more troops from our 
A llies . These appeals have not brought re s u lts .  The Grand. Forks 
Herald, a lso  a supporter of the war, castigated  America’s a l l ie s :
Now, he [Truman] finds, it is  pretty well estab lished  that 
the "tune" that directs our dance of death will be called  by 
the very nations who are contributing litt le  or nothing to the 
Korean "police actio n . "
Editorial, Bowbells Tribune, February 8 , 1951,  p.  2 .
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Killdeer H erald, May 17, 1951,  p.  4 .
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Fargo Forum, May 1, 1951,  p.  18.  See a lso  
ed ito ria ls ,  April 10, 1951,  p.  16; April 12, 1951,  p.  20;  and April 13, 
1951,  p.  22.
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On the theory that we are operating as an agency of the 
United N ations, and not primarily under the Star Spangled 
Banner, presumably Britain and France and the rest of the 
U. N.  members have, by their majority v o ic e ,  the right to 
te l l  our boys where and when they must fight. ^
Criticism  of the a l l ie s  was directed mainly at Great Britain. The Fargo 
Forum was irritated at British trade with Red China:
Britain and France both went along in declaring North 
Korea an aggressor.
They went along in declaring Red China an aggressor.
But they haven't taken a stand as individual nations in 
cutting off exports of strategic  materials to Red C h in a--  
Britain being the ch ief exporter of m ateria ls .
In the meantime, the United States is helping these 
[European] countries with money for aid and rearm am en t.^
The Killdeer Herald attacked Britain 's attempt at "appeasem ent":
The British, who seem to have more influence in W ashing­
ton than U . S .  c i t iz e n s ,  now want us to give Formosa to the 
Chinese Reds. They want Red China admitted to the peace 
ta lks on Japan. Somebody in England has assumed Chamber­
la in 's  Munich role and would se l l  us down the river again.
. . . We have pulled British chestnuts from the fire often 
enough. Now i t 's  time to think of ou rselv es . 3?
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Grand Forks Herald, April 15, 1951,  p.  4 .  See a lso  
ed itoria l, April 12, 1951,  p.  4 .
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Fargo Forum, May 9 ,  1951,  p.  18.  See a lso  
ed itoria l, Bowbells Tribune, February 8 ,  1951,  p.  2.
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Killdeer H erald, April 19, 1951,  p.  4 .  See also  
ed ito ria ls ,  Grafton, W alsh County Record, May 3 , 1951,  section 2 , 
p. 4; and May 7 , 1951,  section  2 , p. 2 .
Two papers expressed a fear of militarism. The Bowbells Tribune 
said intervention in Korea was "an excuse to build an army that will be 
used in the future to control our transportation sy stem s, American 
industry, American labor— everything that goes for the prusuit [ sic] of 
freedom and happi ne s s . "  Editorial, Bowbells Tribune, April 15, 1951.
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Faced with the fact that the nation 's a l l ie s  gave insignificant 
a id , some editors speculated on ways to end the conflict  p eaceably .
The Minot Daily News suggested that:
We at home should have courage to match that of the men 
doing the fighting. We must learn to suffer se tbacks without 
concluding that a ll  is  lo s t .  That lesson  needs to be applied 
to our diplomatic effort as well as to the home support of the 
fighting front. We are s t i l l  trying to find a way to settle  
problems by diplomacy instead of by fighting. 38
In March and April the Bismarck Tribune was not receptive to negotiation:
"If the Chinese Reds begin to make a noise that sounds like a genuine
peace offer, we need not glibly assume i t 's  because they suddenly have
developed charitable ten d en c ies .  They're about as friendly as a *19
p. 8 . The Bismarck Leader's Ole Olafson said he hoped the "day don't 
come in th is country where the General Brasshats takes over the 
country and te l l s  the Govt, what to do. " Editorial, Bismarck Leader, 
April 2 6 , 1951 , p . 4 .
The w ar-related U . M . T .  was cr itic ized  a ls o .  One agricultural 
paper declared: "Universal M ilitary Training and Service is the system 
of European conscription from which many of our fathers fled. " News- 
story, "Reasons Why FU Opposed Universal M ilitary S e rv ic e ,"  
Jamestown, North Dakota Union Farmer, p. 1. Hettinger's paper sup­
ported U . M . T . : "The people in this country are getting might sick  of 
the idea that there should be a lot of loopholes in the drafting of men 
and that the favored men [farmers] should remain home in sa fety , 
secu rity , and com fort."  Hettinger, Adams County Record, February 2 1,
19 51 , p. 1. See a lso  ed itoria l, Grand Rapids [Michigan] P r e s s , quoted 
in Bismarck Tribune, March 9 , 1951,  p.  4 .  Only one paper commented 
on the proposal to implement an e ig h teen-year-o ld  draft. A southwestern 
weekly remarked: "Should this nation become involved in a world-wide 
conflic t  wouldn't it be better to have the 18-y ear-o ld s ready and well 
trained for in ca se  of a world conflict the younger men will be called  for 
s e r v i c e .” Bowman, Bowman County P ioneer, February 8 , 1951,  p.  1.
"^Editorial, Minot Daily N ew s, February 21 , 1951,  p.  4 .  See 
a lso  ed itoria l, June 19, 1951,  p.  4 .
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crocodile on a starvation diet. However in late May the Tribune
became more amenable:
Negotiating peace rather than enforcing it by arms does 
not inevitably lead to appeasem ent. Negotiations are a 
perfectly honorable and sen sib le  way of ending a war. If 
the other fellow has had enough, w hat's  wrong with letting 
him say so ? 4(^
The Fargo Forum advocated caution:
W hile offering p e ace , both Malik and the Red Chinese 
newspaper would seem to show that both are carrying 
chips around on their shoulders.
Obviously, we must try to find out exactly  what the 
Kremlin is talking about, but, in the meantime, we must 
keep our powder d ry .* 4 ^
In late June the Grand Forks Herald seemed to abandon its an ti­
appeasement stand:
If our most aggressive attitude on Korea is to be a 
stalem ate war or a timid h esitancy  to do anything that might 
make Russia mad at u s --w h ic h ,  of course , it already i s - -  
then we may as well accep t the best p ossib le  settlement 
and get o u t .
Our serious error in the matter ante-d ate  June 2 5 ,  1951.
Perhaps the only way we can correct them even in small 
measure is to make co n ce ss io n s  that will get us out of the 
i l l - fa te d  a ffa ir ,  before further administration blunders make 
things w o rse . 42
During February-June support for the war among individual North
■^Editorial, Bismarck Tribune, March 1, 1951,  p.  4 .  See 
ed itoria l, April 18, 1951,  p.  4.
^ E d i t o r ia l , Bismarck Tribune, May 2 9 ,  1951 , p.  4 .
4 ^Editorial, Fargo Forum, June 2 6 ,  1951,  p.  16.
42Editorial, Grand Forks Herald, June 2 7 ,  1951,  p.  4.
a lso
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Dakotans continued. A Langdon Lutheran m inister, in d iscussing the
commitment to halt agg ression , declared:
Sacrifice  is  demanded when the nation is  endangered. Any 
other attitude towards this demand is  s e l f is h n e s s ,  pure and 
b a s ic .  I suspect that . . . high-sounding pacificism  and 
desire for peace at any p rice , is  motivated by s e lf is h n e s s .
A c learer and more earthy term for " s e l f is h n e s s "  is  "below -
the belt philosophy.
A Grand Forks man declared:
In defending Korea, America has boldly stepped into a position 
of positive world leadership . The free world has found its 
champion and is rallying around the American co lo rs .  The 
world's free nations, with America in the vanguard, are fusing 
a unified defense against aggression . . . . only with such 
unity does the free world stand a military chance against the 
C olossus of com m unism .^
A Jamestown attorney remarked: "The American people are whole­
heartedly against aggression of any kind and believe that withdrawal 
from Korea would be placing a stamp of approval on aggression . " In a 
later letter he declared: "I s t i l l  think going into Korea was right, and 
that it has so far saved the U. N.  and helped to halt communism. 
W hile not sp e c if ica lly  mentioning Korea a Crosby man supported the 
containment of communism:
^ M .  J .  Renner, Letter to the Editor, Grand Forks Herald, 
February 11, 1951,  p.  13.
^ J o h n  V. W ebb, Letter to the Editor, Grand Forks Herald, 
February 24 , 1951,  p.  2.
4 5 h . e . Rittgers to Milton Young, February 19, 1951,  and 
March 2 9 , 1951.  Young Papers.
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I have enough faith in the American people and the leaders of 
our Nation; that they will protect th is  country to the last  man,  
but some day I look for war to break out, because the Com­
munist idea is  to far apart from democracy and our way of life 
e igther, they or we have to give in and forget the principle of 
democracy we believe in, so that is  the condition of to - d a y .* 46
A Cogswell resident remarked: "Certainly we must win our fight in
K o re a ."47 A Minot career so ld ier, Sergeant Erland W estern , reported
that most of the men he fought with in Korea were convinced that they
were fighting to contain communism and prevent another world wa r . 46
Representative Usher Burdick supported the commitment to halt 
aggression without accepting what was later to be called  the "roll back" 
of Communism. In February when the United Nations forces were 
winning Burdick remarked:
We will probably drive the Reds out of South Korea, but will 
we know enough to stop at the 38th parallel th is  t i me?  If we 
don 't, the hordes from Manchuria will come down again . As 
soon as  we have driven the Reds out, we should ca ll  it a day.
Turn the business  over to South Korea and pull our troops out 
of Korea. 46
However, when the war turned against the allied fo rce s ,  Burdick 
clamored for retaliation:
M. Hector to Usher Burdick, February 19, 1951;  March 29 , 
1951.  Burdick Papers. [Spelling errors in original.]
4 ?Leo E. Brooks to Milton Young, April 10, 1951.  Young Papers.
46 "Korean Appraisal— Stanley Soldier Back After Year In Front 
Lines , " Minot Daily N ew s, June 9 , 19 51 , p . 8 .
4 6 News R e le a se , February 1, 1951.  Burdick Papers. See a lso
News R e le a se , February 8 ,  1951.  Burdick Papers.
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We can 't  win . . . when we are not permitted to bomb concentra­
tion points of the enemy.
It was a good thing for MacArthur that he was removed but 
[so] the task  of fighting a war that cannot be won on the present 
outlines w ill not be his r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .^
As in the first seven months of the war, North Dakotans continued 
to cr it ic ize  the adm inistration 's foreign policy . A fuel company operator 
from Oakes told Senator Young, "se e  Mrs Rogers report, a lso  national 
Legion News, both see it the sam e. Atcheson, H iss & Atlee worked the 
U . S .  into this mes s ,  and a ll three are afraid McArthur would uncover 
their ra c k e t . A Jamestown woman remarked: "Our adm inistration,
 ̂ News R e le a se , April 19, 1951.  Burdick Papers. See a lso  News 
R e le a s e s ,  May 2 4 ,  1951 and June 7, 1951.  Burdick P ap ers . Also Con­
gressional Record, 82nd Cong. ,  1st s e s s .  , XCVII, 3553.
Many North Dakotans supported using Chiang K ai-sh e k 's  troops to 
fight the Chinese communists. A Fulton Lew is, Jr . , radio-poll showed 
that most North Dakotans answering the poll answered "Yes" to the 
question , "should Chiang Kai-shek be permitted to send his Nationalist 
armies against the Chinese com m unists."  1258 persons said " Y e s , "  21 
said " No . "  Editorial, Grafton, W alsh County Record, May 21 , 1951,  
section  2 , p. 2 .  A Fargo woman asked Senator Langer, "What can I do 
or any of my friends do at home to influence our President and State 
Dep't to accept help from the Chinese N ationalists in A sia. " M rs.
Allen Howe Ahlers to William Langer, May 2 , 1951.  See a lso  letters 
to Senator Young from C. W . Waldron, Minot attorney, February 28 ,
1951;  and Charles C . Converse, Ellendale , April 2 6 ,  1951.  Young 
Papers. Usher Burdick told a Glen Ullin man: "I don’t see why we don't 
use the people who are willing to fight on our s id e . This includes Chiang 
K ai-Shek, the Jap an ese , and nearly 5 0 0 , 000  South K oreans."  Usher 
Burdick to Joseph W eh ri, February 16, 1951.  Burdick P ap ers .
51 j .  W.  Enger to Milton Young, May 1, 1951.  Young Papers. 
[Grammar errors in original.]
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including President & State Dept. , has been vacillating & bungling. 
Referring to the Kefauver committee a Bismarck woman told Senator 
Young:
P le a s e - - l e t  us not allow the present investigation of Crime 
Incorporated divert us from the investigation of Treason 
Incorporated in our state  dep 't . with regard to the weird 
situation in Korea. America is being sold out. 53
A Bowman Methodist minister cr itic ized  the administration: "Their fool
Foreign policy has us in another war slaughtering our bo y s, of course
that dates back to Yalta & Teheran, they are not fooling anybody. "54 a
Russell man declared:
Our leadership is too weak and those that give orders have 
poor and unsound id e a s . . . .  I feel that the Korea war can 
be traced back to the M arshal plan as the real c a u s e .  55
Several North Dakotans, d istressed  by what they considered a
"bungling" foreign policy , demanded that Secretary of State Acheson be
dism issed . A Lisbon resident told Senator Young, "If you can help kick
Trumans 'red. herring' out [of] the State Dept, including Atchinson, I
^ L i l l a  G. Stone to Milton Young, May 5 , 1951.  Young Papers. 
[Abbreviations in orig inal.]
53]y[rs. J .  R. Stein to Milton Young, March 2 8 ,  1951.  Young 
Papers. [Underlining and capitalization in original.]
5^h  . J .  Empie to W illiam Langer, March 29 , 1951.  Langer P ap ers .
5 5 w.  R. Strom to Milton Young, May 25 , 1951.  Young Papers. 
[Spelling errors in original.]
For a synopsis of North D akota's attitude towards the MacArthur 
d ism issa l see Appendix E.
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really  believe we could have more unity and help restore confidence in
r
the powers at W ashington. " 0D A Brocket man,  referring to his 
acq u ain tan ces , remarked, "most of them blame Dean Acheson for the 
present trouble we now are having in the far East. If Congress doesn't 
do another thing it should force the President to remove our present 
Secretary of S ta te . "5? A Grand Forks realtor asked Senator Young,
"why not get rid of Acheson Why not reorganize the state dept"^® A 
Rugby attorney told Representative Aandahl, "hope you can get rid of 
Atcheson and then probably Truman would have sense enough to listen  
to some good American ad v ice . Two polls conducted in North 
Dakota reveal that the majority of persons answering them disapproved 
of Secretary Acheson. One by Senator Young was conducted in early 
February, 1951.  To the question "Should the President remove Secretary 
of State Dean Acheson at o n c e ? "  1297 replied " Y e s , "  670 answered
^ A .  F. Hitchcock to Milton Young, February 12, 1951.  Young 
Papers. [Grammar and spelling errors in orig inal.]
S^David Tweton to Milton Young, February 15, 1951.  Young 
P ap ers .
S . Severson to Milton Young, February 21,, 1951.  Young 
Papers. [Grammar errors in original.]
59l . r . Nostdal to Fred Aandahl, April 12, 1951.  Aandahl Papers. 
[Spelling errors in orig inal.]  See a lso  letters to Young from C. jW. 
Waldron, Minot attorney, February 28 , 1951;  F.  E.  Luehe, Minot 
accountant, April 4 ,  1951;  and Jacob Skarphol, Fargo, May 1, 1951.  
Young Papers. See a lso  Mr. and Mrs .  Emil Gruebele, W ishek, to 
William hanger, April 14, 1951.  Langer Papers. See a lso  Brooks 
Hoski ns ,  Bismarck florist to Fred Aandahl, February 21 , 1951.
Aandahl Papers. See a lso  MacArthur footnote, supra, p. 178.
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"No, " and 2 75 were undecided. a p0 n  conducted by radio com­
mentator Fulton L ew is , Jr. , revealed similar opinions. To L ew is 's  
q u estion , "are you in favor of keeping Dean Acheson as  secretary of 
s t a t e ? "  there were 13 "Yes" and 12 66 "No" re s p o n se s .® 1
Representative Aandahl and Senator Young concurred in their 
constituents demand that Acheson be removed. Aandahl signed a 
recommendation along with fifteen other freshmen Representatives 
recommending that "Secretary of State Dean Acheson be replaced
immediately by a new Secretary in whom the people can have con- 
6 2f id e n ce . " On April 25 Senator Young had read into the Record a reso lu ­
tion adopted by the Lloyd Spetz American Legion Post in Bismarck demand­
ing that Acheson be rep laced . Young sa id , "I am in full accord and I 
commend them for the action they have taken . Senator Langer told a 
Cando Lutheran minister that impeachment proceedings might soon start 
against Truman and Acheson, then added:
Senators w ill be judges and jurors of the impeachment evidence 
submitted; and obviously no senator should before hand express 
his opinion on the ca se  which he is  going to judge under his
r'
"Senator Young Reports Answers to Questionnaire To North 
D ak o ta n s ,"  Langdon, Cavalier County Republican, February 22 , 1951,  
p.  4 .
^ E d ito r ia l ,  Grafton, W alsh County Record, May 2 1, 1951,  
section 2 , p . 2 .
^ N e w s R e le a se , May 2 0 ,  1951.  Aandahl Papers.
63
Congressional Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s .  , XCVII, 4316 .
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oath as senator. . . . Consequently, I most regretfully am 
obliged to decline my view s [about impeaching administra­
tion members] at the present time .
Despite frustration over the conduct of the war and discontent 
with Democratic foreign policy c it ize n s  felt moved to comment on 
Universal M ilitary Training. Proposals to implement Universal Military 
Training and an e ig hteen-year-o ld  draft had been brought before Con­
gress  shortly after it convened in January, 1951.  A b ill  laying the 
groundwork for Universal Military Training and lowering the draft age 64
64W illiam Langer to Richard E. Bey, April 19, 1951.  Langer 
Papers. William Langer critic ized  other Republicans more so than 
Secretary Ache s o n . "There have been 6 0 , 0 0 0  American ca su a lt ie s  in 
Korea . . . and it is  likely that there will be many more. In the 
opinion of the Senator from North Dakota, the bipartisan faction of the 
Republicans in Congress are as  much to blame as the Democrats for 
the s itu a tio n ."  C ongressional Record, 82nd Co n g . ,  1st s e s s .  , XCVII, 
5 0 9 9 - 5 1 0 0 .  See a lso  C ongressional Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s .  , 
XCVII, 1206.
Only a few North Dakotans wrote letters urging that President 
Truman be impeached. See letter to Fred Aandahl from Daniel C. 
Dittmer, psychology department, UND,  April 16, 1951.  Aandahl 
Papers. Also letters to Langer from John Pieh l, Valley C ity , Febru­
ary 16, 1951;  and F.  E.  Luehe, Minot accountant, April 4 ,  1951.
Langer Papers. A poll conducted by Fulton Lew is, Jr. , revealed that 
1 , 072 North Dakotans favored impeaching Truman with only 59 opposed. 
Editorial, Grafton, W alsh County Record, May 21 , 1951,  section 2 , 
p. 2 .  The questionnaire is somewhat confusing since the question,
"do you favor im peachm ent?" is  the last  question and follows one a s k ­
ing,  "are you in favor of bringing General MacArthur home to give 
Congress a report on conditions in the Far E a s t ? ” A reader might con­
ceivably  be confused and think the last question asked whether or not 
he thought MacArthur, not Truman, should be impeached. A copy of 
the questionnaire may be found in the Aandahl Papers.
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from 19 to 18 1/2 was passed in early J u n e . 65 North Dakotans writing 
to editors and to their members of Congress opposed the idea. How­
ever, most of those questioned in polls favored Universal M ilitary Train­
ing. Opposition came from persons representing a variety of occupa­
t io n s . A Methodist bishop advised Representative Burdick: "This type 
of peace time conscription is the thing we detested in Nazi Germany, 
F a s c is t  Italy and Communist Russia . We strongly urge you to press for
c  s'
a terminal date on this b i l l .  " D A University of North Dakota sociology 
instructor remarked: "This is  the kind of thing our forefathers came to 
America to e s c a p e ."® '7 A Belfield family said Universal Military Train­
ing would work hardships on some fam ilies and "many boys get in bad 
habits & sometimes lose their religion by being away from home."®® A 
German farm wife from Willow City declared: "Our forefathers left the 
old countries to get away from militarism and now to think our con gress­
man would want such a system here . "®® Farmers Union members were *6
®5 "House Sends Draft-UMT Program to Truman, " Fargo Forum,
June 8 , 19 51 , p . 8 .
®®Ralph S. Cushman to Usher Burdick, March 28 , 1951.  Burdick 
P a p ers .
®7J.  W alter Cobb to W illiam Langer, April 4 ,  1951.  Langer 
P ap ers .
6 ftNed Fischer family to W illiam Langer, April 16, 1951.  Langer
Papers.
®®Mrs. Marvin Reinholz to W illiam Langer, April 17, 1951.
Langer Papers. See a lso  letters to the editor, Grand Forks Herald from 
Jacob Q uanbeck, M cV ille , April 18, 1951,  p.  9; and Arthur W . Munk,
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the most vociferous in their opposition. Glenn J .  Talbott advised 
Representative Burdick:
Strongly urge that you use your influence and your vote to 
re je c t  any and all U . M . T .  proposals that will come up for 
consideration in the House. Farmers Union is  solidly 
opposed to the enactment of UMTS as permanent and
April 15, 1951,  p.  5.  Letters to the editor, Bismarck Leader from 
M . T. Lillehaugen, Brocket, April 5 ,  1951,  p.  4;  and State Senator 
Duncan Frazer, Omenee, April 2 6 ,  1951,  p.  4.  See a lso  letters to 
Burdick from Dale Atwood, Tolley , February 14, 1951;  Agnes Hoffart, 
Fillm ore, February 2 3 ,  19 51; Donald Dahl and ten o thers , Grand Forks, 
March 2 8 ,  19 51; George Finlay , Grand Forks, April 3 ,  19 51; Pro­
fesso r  and Mrs .  R. L.  Gorden, Grand Forks, April 10, 19 51; and M rs. 
Louise A. Schmidt, Kongsberg, April 16, 1951.  Burdick Papers. See 
a lso  letters to Langer from Reverend Sterling W en zel, Zion Evangelical 
United Bretheran Church, Great Bend, February 12, 1951;  Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph He in r ick , D ickey , February 12, 1951;  Coyla H einrick, Edgeley, 
February 12, 1951;  M rs. Swen J .  Swenson, Reeder, March 6 , 1951;  
Minnie S tok es , Bow bells, March 12, 1951;  Mr. and M rs. Harold 
Swanston, W ill is to n , March 29; William M oxness , Bergen, March 30 , 
1951;  Florence Nordstrom, Jamestown, March 30 , 1951;  M rs. Sam 
Montgomery, Fullerton, March 3 1 , 1951;  Marcus J .  Birrell, President, 
W esley  C o lle g e , Grand Forks, April 3 , 1951;  Henry and Don Benge, 
Flaxton, April 4 ,  1951;  H.  Kroshut, Valley C ity , April 5 ,  1951;  Mr.  
and Mrs .  Andrew Hollinger, Cando, April 5 ,  1951;  Reverend G. E. 
Jacobson , R olette , April 10, 1951;  Donald Schmoldt, UND student,
Grand Forks, April 16, 1951;  Ludvig Egstad, Fargo hardware dealer,
April 16, 1951;  Oliver Rosenberg, New Rockford, April 2 7 ,  1951;  and 
Mrs .  Clifford Bryan, Drayton, President of Local Woman’s Society of 
Christian Service of the Methodist Church, June 6 , 1951.  Langer Papers. 
See a lso  M rs. Alex C . Burr, President, Fargo Presbyterial to Fred 
Aandahl, April 10, 1951.  Aandahl P a p ers . Also Harold E. B u llis , 
Robinson, March 3 , 19 51 to Milton Young. Young Papers. It is in teres t­
ing to note that there are more Scandinavian and German than Anglo 
Saxon names among those who protested Universal Military Training.
For an an a ly s is  of German and Norwegian opposition in an earlier era 
see Robert P. Wi l ki ns ,  "North Dakota and the European W ar, 1914-  
1917"  (unpublished Ph. D.  d issertation , W est Virginia University,
1954) .
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and compulsory le g is la t io n . There never has been and never 
will be any proven need for i t . * 7^
The evidence offered by two polls is  directly opposite to the 
opinions of letter  w riters. As mentioned earlier Milton Young con­
ducted an extensive poll of the state  in February, 1951. He found that 
of those answering the question , "do you favor Universal Military 
T ra in in g ,"  1200 said " Y e s , "  989 said "N o ,"  and 61 were u nd ecid ed .71 
In an April poll conducted by radio commentator Fulton Lew is, Jr. , 
North Dakotans were asked "are you in favor of a permanent p e a ce ­
time program of universal military tra in in g ?"  648 answered " Y e s ,"  
and 622 answered "No. " 72 Truman E. Risbrudt, the North Dakota
7 D
Glenn J .  Talbott, President, N . D . F . U . ,  Jamestown, April 12, 
1951 to Usher Burdick. Burdick Papers. See a lso  telegrams to 
Burdick from W illiam D obias, F .U .  Sioux L ocal, Cartwright, April 4 ,  
1951; Ernest L ee , Big Butte F .U .  L oca l,  Stanley, April 4 ,  1951; Oswald 
Ophaug, President, Nelson County F .U .  Board of D irectors, April 5,
19 51; Dora Erickson, Watford City F .U .  L o ca l,  n .d .  Burdick Papers.
See a lso  telegrams to Langer from Albert W ing, President, Mountrail 
County F .U .  Board of D irectors , April 2 ,  1951; M rs. Gust Klein,
Wyard F .U .  L o ca l,  Carrington, April 10, 1951; Marvin Anderson, P resi­
dent, Adams Co. F .U .  Board of D irectors , April 10, 1951; Arnold Holden, 
Lightning C reek-H old en, F .U .  L o ca l,  May 31 , 1951; O laf Erickson, 
Secretary , McKenzie County F .U .  , June 19, 1951. Langer P ap ers .
7 1 "Senator Young Reports Answers to Cuestionnaire to North 
D a k o ta n s ,"  Langdon, Cavalier County Republican, February 22 , 1951 , 
p. 4 .  In the article  the writer noted: "Endorsement of Universal 
Military Training, beginning with 1 8 -y ea r-o ld s , represents a sharp 
change of opinion on the part of North Dakota v oters . On a much 
similar poll conducted by Senator Young two years ago, the vote was 
558 [in favor of it] to 301 against i t . "
^ E d i t o r i a l ,  Grafton, W alsh County Record, May 21 , 1951, 
section  2 , p . 2 .
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American Legion Commander declared: "American Legion Dept, of NDAK 
urged immediate passage of Senate bill number one as now being co n - 
sidered. The American Legion and Legion Auxiliary's position was 
that w ell-trained soldiers have a better chance of survival in combat.
North D akota's Congressional delegation a lso  voiced their 
opinions on Universal Military Training. Representative Fred Aandahl 
remarked: "Personally , I think of Universal Military Training as a 
la s t  resort in furnishing sufficient manpower for national defense.
On March 9 in a Senate debate d iscussin g  whether Universal Military 
Training should be included in a Senate manpower b i l l ,  Milton Young
75
voted for Universal Military Training and William Langer opposed it .  
That same day Senator Langer introduced an amendment to the draft b ill 
ca lling for conscription of wealth whenever it was necessary  to draft *V.
73 Telegram from Truman E. Risbrudt, Jamestown, to Milton Young, 
February 2 6 ,  1951. Young Papers. See a lso  letters to Langer from 
American Legion Auxiliaries: M rs. Theodore Barrow, Belfield , March 2 , 
1951; M rs. George M. Morgan, O ak es, March 2 , 1951; M rs. Lee 
Agnew, W ahpeton, March 2 , 1951; M rs. A. J .  Behlmer, Fargo, March 3, 
1951; Ella M . K je lle ,  Bismarck, March 3 , 1951; M rs. Hugh Lambert, 
Lisbon, March 5, 1951; M rs. William Haley, M inot, March 6 , 1951; 
Grace Lunstad, Forman, March 6 , 1951; Mrs. R. A. Grant, Mott,
March 8 ,  1951; M rs. E. E. Burk, Kulm, March 22 , 1951; and M rs.
V. E. Grant, Valley C ity , March 28 , 1951. Langer Papers.
^ F re d  Aandahl to Farmers Union Sioux L o ca l,  Cartwright, n .d .  
Aandahl Papers.
^ " L a n g e r ,  Young Vote on D ra ft ,"  Minot Daily N ew s, March 10, 
1951, p. 1.
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men. Referring to the Senate draft b ill then under d iscussion  Langer 
said:
If the Senate through th is  b ill can draft the lives of human 
b e in g s , then I submit that certainly we can at the same time 
draft some of the swollen profits which are being taken by 
corporations and by individuals who are receiving sa laries  
even as high as half a million d o l l a r s . ^
The antagonism of North Dakotans was not confined to the W ash ­
ington adm inistration. As in previous months there was antagonism 
towards America's a l l i e s .  North Dakotans castigated Great Britain for 
trading with the Red C hinese. A Devils Lake jew eler told Senator 
Langer:
It does seem strange that any other country including RED 
CHINA can get a ll the copper they w an t. But here in the
^ Congressional Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s .  , XCVII, 2193 .
By comparison with the number of North Dakotans who voiced their 
opinions on U .M .T .  very few commented on the 18-y ear-o ld  draft pro­
p osa l.  Most opposed the idea. See letters to Langer from Arthur W . 
Munk, Grand Forks, February 2 ,  19 51; Noel Tornborn, Northwood, 
February 2 ,  1951; John Piehl, Valley C ity , February 10, 1951; Orvin 
Bergam, UND freshmen, April 16, 1951; and Donald Schmoldt, UND 
student, April 16, 1951. Langer Papers. See a lso  Letters to the Editor, 
Grand Forks Herald from "Lt. W . C . R . , "  Grand Forks, February 10,
1951, p. 3; and Jacob Quanbeck, M cV ille , March 18, 1951, p. 9 .  A 
poll conducted by the North Dakota Congress of Parents and Teachers in 
February found that 358 persons favored drafting 1 8 -y e a r-o ld s , 1 ,160  
opposed the id ea , and 221 did not comment. See M rs. H. D. Lohse, 
President, N . D . C . P . T . ,  Bismarck to Milton Young, February 27 , 1951. 
Young Papers. W illiam Langer told an Alexander resident, "I have made 
known . . . my opposition to the drafting of 18-year o ld s . " Langer to 
M rs. Otto G ajew sk i, April 3 , 1951. Langer Papers. Representative 
Burdick opposed an 18-y ear-o ld  draft. See Burdick to Jack Dunn, WDAY 
Radio, Fargo, February 6 , 1951. Burdick P ap ers .
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U S its  on the c r it ica l  l i s t .  What a laugh! We se ll  it to 
Great Britain and they in turn se ll  it to China. 77
After stating that "President Truman [is] dancing around to the tune of
the British warmongers, [and that] Acheson and M arshall . . . get their
orders from the Churchill g a n g ,"  a Fargo resident told Senator Young:
Our Enemy No 1 Britain do not want war in Korea to end as 
long as they can get b illions here , selling it [supplies] to the 
red s. That is why they do not want to have M anchuria, the 
enem ies base bombed or Hong K ong.* 7^
Another Fargo resident asked bluntly, "how can we curb England from
selling heepsful [of] supplies to Communistic A sia , in plain words we
79help support England and she stabs our boys in the back . " A 
Granville woman declared: "My heart ach es  to l is ten  to the radio and 
to hear that England is sending rubber and what not over to Communist
o n
China and Russia to k ill  our bo y s. How long is th is  going to go o n . ou
Representative Burdick critic ized  the British. In d iscussin g  a 
p ossib le  blockade of China as MacArthur has suggested , Burdick
7 7George Vang to William Langer, March 31 , 1951. Langer
Papers. [Capitalization and grammar errors in original.]
7®Jacob Skarphol to Milton Young, May 1, 1951. Young
Papers. [Grammar errors in orig inal.]
7^Mrs. Allen Howe Ahlers to W illiam Langer, May 2 ,  1951.
Langer P ap ers .
^ M r s .  C . M. Grundahl to William Langer, May 8 , 1951. Langer 
Papers. See a lso  letters to Langer from Johnny Nygard, Edinburg 
farmer, February 12, 1951; M rs. G. B. G ullekson, Grand Forks, 
February 13, 1951; and M rs. Ernest Larson, Wahpeton, March 2 9 ,
1951. Langer P ap ers .
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declared:
If th is  blockade is  put on, then those trading strategic  material 
to the Reds will be caught RED-handed. The very first catch 
will be Great Britain. As long as England can keep on shipping 
war materials to China, the war will continue and those 
m aterials w ill be used by the Red Chinese in fighting the troops 
of the United Nations, which include a small force from 
Britain. . . . We are asso cia tin g  with the most perfidious and 
se lf ish  nation on the earth today .® 1
In M ay, 1951 Senator Young remarked: "This bitter Korean war has had 
l it t le  e ffec t  on the lucrative trade carried on by the British with Com­
munist China. Their em bassy in the capita l of Red China is  open for 
bu sin ess  as usual. " Two weeks later Young added: "In the Far East, 
the British would much rather appease Communism, saving their lucra­
tive munitions trade with the C h in ese , than they would participate in
O O
forthright measures to bring a quick and d ecis ive victory.
O  1
News R e le a se , April 23 , 1951. Burdick Papers. See also  News 
R e le a se , February 8 , 19 51 and letter to M rs. Otto G ajew sk i, Alexander, 
February 12, 1951. Burdick P ap ers .
^ N e w s  R e le a s e s ,  May 2 ,  1951 and May 16, 1951. Young Papers.
It is interesting to note that in North Dakota opposition to the 
British stemmed from Britain's trading with Red China and not as a result 
of Great Britain 's desire that Formosa be given to the Communist Chinese 
or that the United Nations seat Red China.
In the February-June, 19 51 period there were very few letters to 
editors or to the Congressional delegation critic iz ing the U .N . Three 
persons wrote Langer demanding withdrawal from the U .N . See letters 
to Langer from W . F. Buchholz , Durbin, April 1; Ludvig Egstad, Fargo 
hardware dealer, April 16, 1951; and R. L. C ole , C ogsw ell, April 22 ,  
1951. Langer Papers. Representative Burdick continued his diatribes 
against the U .N . At times he called  for American withdrawal from the 
U .N . See News R e le a se , February 1, 1951 and Congressional Record,
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Frustrated with the conduct of the war, by "bungling" foreign 
policy makers and antagonized by the p ossib le  implementation of 
Universal Military Training, several North Dakotans favored the reso lu ­
tion introduced by Senator Edwin C . Johnson calling for a c e a s e - f i r e  on 
June 2 5 ,  1951, the first anniversary of the Korean W ar. A W illiston  
man told Senator Langer:
I hope you w ill do a ll in your power to support Senator 
Edwin C . Johnson's resolution introduced May 17 — in the 
se n a te ,  which provides for to stop h o st i l i t ie s  in Korea on 
June 2 5 --a n d  a ll  foreign troops withdraw from Korea. Let 
us make peace in the world and beat our swords into plow­
shares .
A Bergen couple told Senator Langer: "P lease  do all in your power to 
help in getting it through. We want a future for our boys to grow up in 
and look forward to — not n eed less  slaughter. P le a s e , P lease  do all you
82nd C o n g .,  1st s e s s .  , XCVII, 12572. Another point he stressed  was 
reorganization of the U .N . so that Russia would not have a veto . See 
News R e le a s e s ,  February 15, 1951 and March 2 9 , 1951. Also Con­
gressional Record, 82nd C o n g .,  1st s e s s . ,  XCVII, 1379. Senator 
Langer was c learly  irritated with the U .N . but he does not appear to 
have advocated withdrawal. See Congressional Record, 82nd Cong. , 
1st s e s s . ,  XCVII, 1739, and in the same volume, page 2876 for a ttack s 
on the U .N .
There was not as much critic ism  of America's a l l ie s  as there 
was in previous months. See letters to Langer from M rs. G. B. 
Gullekson, Grand Forks, February 13, 1951; Pete C . Jorgensen, Hope, 
April 9 ,  1951; and Mr. and M rs. Emil Gruebele, W ishek, April 14,
1951. Langer Papers. See a lso  letters to Senator Young from Robert 
Giedt, UND student, April 16, 1951; and W . R. Strom, R u ssell,
May 2 5 ,  1951. Young Papers.
^^Caleb Johnson to Senator Langer, May 28 , 1951. Langer 
Papers. [Grammar errors in orig inal.]
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can . ! ” Senators Young and Langer received correspondence from 
western North Dakota farmers protesting the war and lauding Johnson's 
resolution:
W e , farmers and c itizen s of McKenzie County, North 
Dakota, assem bled in meeting on June 6th, 1951, for the 
purpose of taking action in behalf of peace against the 
s e n s e le s s  and terrible slaughter now going on of the 
Korean people as well as the n eed less  killing of young 
American b o y s , the flower of our nation, hereby declare 
that we heartily favor and endorse the resolution intro­
duced . . .  by Edwin C . Johnson. . . , calling for a 
c e a s e - f i r e  and an end of the Korean War by June 25 ,
1 9 5 1 .84 5 *
An identical telegram bore the signatures of thirty-eight residents of 
W illiam s C ounty .88
84
84 Mr. and M rs. Herbie Olson to William Langer, June 18, 1951. 
Langer Papers. [Underlining in orig inal.]  See a lso  letters to Langer 
from Andrew Solberg, W ill is to n , May 30 , 1951; O . E. Johnson, Bismarck, 
June 1, 1951; and Olaf Erickson, Watford C ity , June 19, 1951. Langer 
Papers. Letters to Young from Mr. and M rs. Francis H o lte , Bergen,
May 29 , 1951. Young P ap ers . Arthur W . Munk, Letter to the Editor, 
Grand Forks H erald, June 13, 1951, p. 2 .  Lewis Tveit, Forbes, Letter 
to the Editor, Bismarck Leader, June 2 8 ,  1951, p. 4 .
^ T w en ty  McKenzie County residents to Milton Young, n .d .
Young Papers. It is  interesting to note the number of Germans who. 
signed the McKenzie County petition . M rs. Anna Link, Benjamin 
Papez, T . R. G a jew sk i, Edgar Thurlow, John J ir ick s ,  and Charles C . 
Green of Alexander. Robert M ettler of Charbonneau.
88Thirty-eight residents of W illiam s County to Milton Young, n .d .  
Young Papers. It is interesting to note that the number of Scandinavian 
and German names are about equal. This telegram did not include the 
home town of a ll  the s ig ners . Among those signing were Vernon L.
Tvedt, Kermit Esterby, Ernest Swenson, William H enrickson, Ernest 
Hagge, O scar H illestad , Ernest S y lte , Harold O p sal,  and Martin 
Johnson. Among those listing their res id ences were Obert L ee, Ed 
Anseth, and Otto O . Solberg, W illiston ; John S v e e t , and John Eggen,
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Although Senator Langer did not sp e c if ica lly  comment on the 
Johnson resolution, in February he suggested that negotiation be 
given top priority:
I do not say that we must not arm for d efen se . That i s ,  of 
co u rse , n e ce ssa ry . But I do say that we must rely as much 
upon diplomacy as upon force. We must se ize  the diplomatic 
in itiative from the Soviet Union. We must launch a great 
diplomatic campaign for p e ace . We must seek every oppor­
tunity to work for agreements in and out of the United Nations 
on any or a l l  i s s u e s .^ 7
Most of those writing to editors or their members of Congress 
expressing an opinion on the war favored American withdrawal. In a 
letter to Senator Langer a Durbin resident seemed to sum up the thought 
of many North Dakotans:
As a U .S .  C itizen , I have a right to express my opinion 
on the present c r is is  We are in. It is  the desire of the 
Majority of the common People to get out of the U .N . No
Bonetraill. Another letter was signed by seventeen Farmers Union 
members but bore no date or return address: "We sincerely  and firmly 
believe in peace and are therefore deeply shocked at the se n s e le s s  
and terrible slaughter of the innocent Korean people as well as the 
n eed less  and futile killing of our young American boys, the flower of 
our nation, in a far-aw ay land. We are of the opinion that the Korean 
war must and can be stopped through a c e a s e - f i r e  and negotiations on 
the highest le v e ls ,  leading to a settlement of the iss u e s  involved. 
[Endorsed the Johnson resolution .] We ca ll  upon a ll  members of our 
Farmers Union and upon a ll  men and women of good will everywhere 
to support th is worthy effort. " Some of those signing were Peter M. 
Tough, M rs. G . F . Lindvig, Leonard M. Fixen, Robert A. Aronson, 
Louis Knorstad, Dale L. Abelmann, Wilbur Carr, Adolph Zimmer,
Cloyd W egley and M rs. Glenn Boyce. Letter to Milton Young, no date , 
no add ress . Young Papers.
ft 7 Congressional Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s .  , XCVII, 983 .
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Troops for Europe, adopt the Smith Wherry Resolution and 
accep t the Hoover Plan, and bring our boys home from 
Korea, and mind our own b u s in e ss .  99
A Washburn man was forthright in telling Senator Young: "GET A MOVE­
MENT STARTED TO BRING ALL OUR MEN HOME FROM Korea, (why 
should we try to save a batch of savages who know no more about 
democracy than one of your hogs on your farm). " "  a Verona resident 
asked Senator Young:
W ell how is  it going I am listening to a radio program to 
n i t e , Senator from Alabama Forum of the Air maybe you herd 
the same program the Senator thot that we should get out of 
Korea and I dont blame him any I would do the same thing if 
them commies want to fight let them come over h e r e . "
A Knox resident told Senator Langer: "I say get out of Korea, and
Europe W e're in a war that will run into the end of time. 1,9 * A Grand
Q O
Forks realtor ask ed , "why not pull out of Korea. After denouncing 
the British a Napoleon resident declared:
" w .  R. Buchholz to W illiam Langer, April 1, 1951. Langer 
Papers. [Capitalization and grammar errors in orig inal.]
" R .  r . Robinson to Milton Young, February 1, 1951. Young 
Papers. [Capitalization and grammar errors in orig inal.]
" v i e  "Smokey Ford" Kelder to Milton Young, February 4 ,  1951. 
Young Papers. [Grammar errors in original.]
Q 1
George Greene to W illiam Langer, February 13, 1951. Langer 
Papers. [Grammar errors in orig inal.]
" e . S. Severson to William Langer, February 2 1, 1951. Langer 
P a p ers .
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The other thing on my mind is  that Corean W ar, will we 
sacra fice  our young men there for ever, if we let Truman 
have his w ay, we ar, wy dont we pull out; we have no 
buisenes there anyhow, and wy fool around with Rusia;
Stalin is making only a fool of us and l a u g h ' s . "
A Lisbon d e n tis t 's  family remarked; "We feel that our foreign policy
should be c larified  and that our boys should be brought home from 
94Korea. " A Turtle Lake couple told Senator Langer: "P lease  put me and 
my wife down to get the boys out of korea ? . . . It is  an unnessary 
slouther. " 95
D issa t is fa c t io n  with the war was apparent among North Dakota 
members in C ongress. In a letter  to a M ichigan, North Dakota resident *94
9 3Math Berber to Milton Young, March 12, 1951. Young Papers. 
[Spelling and grammar errors in original.]
94 A. L . Pushor family to W illiam Langer, April 11, 1951. Langer
P ap ers .
^Mr. and M rs . Otto Kruger to W illiam Langer, May 6 , 1951. 
Langer Papers. [Spelling and grammar errors in original.] See also  
le tters  to Young from Elmer Sulland, L eed s, February 1, 1951; David 
Tweton, Brocket, February 15, 19 51; M rs. P. L. Kukowski, Beach, 
March 8 ,  1951; Otto Rasmusson, Langdon, April 17, 19 51; Frederick C. 
Schmidt, Kongsberg, May 2 , 1951; and W . R. Strom, R u sse ll ,  May 25 , 
1951. Young Papers. See also  letters to Langer from William M oxness , 
Bergen, March 30 , 1951; George Austin, New England, April 2 ,  1951; 
Henry Benge, Flaxton, April 4 ,  1951; M rs. Bert Nordu, Grand Forks, 
April 11, 19 51; Mr. and M rs. Wm. Gruebele, W ish ek , April 14, 19 51; 
and Arthur W . Munk, June 29 , 1951. Langer Papers. See a lso  letters 
to Burdick from Roger H. Woodburn, Grand Forks, Director of the 
W esley  Foundation, February 2 ,  1951; and M rs. Otto G ajew ski, 
Alexander, April 28 ,  1951. Burdick Papers. See a lso  Letters to the 
Editor, Grand Forks Herald from "Lt. W . C . R . , "  Grand Forks, Febru­
ary 10, 1951, p. 13; and Arthur W . Munk, Grand Fork s, May 17, 19 51, 
p. 10. Letter to the Editor, from "A R ead er,"  Bowbells Tribune,
February 15, 1951, p. 2 .
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Senator Langer declared:
As far as  the troops in Korea are concerned, I have for 
some time advocated that our troops should be returned and 
I was one of two Senators, the other was Senator Shipstead 
of M innesota, that voted against involvement with United 
N ations, which has sent our boys to the Korean war withoutQC
a vote of the C ongress.
Senator Young was extremely cautious during those five months. The 
only definite thing he said was that a fu l l -s c a le  war would be an 
il lo g ica l  move: "Not a single American military lead er, to my knowl­
ed ge, b e liev es  that we can presently commit ourselves to a fu l l -s c a le  
war in the O rient, without at the same time leaving Russia free to move
q 7
where she w ill in the rest of the world. " 3/
Considering the strong opposition to the war and the many demands 
to withdraw from Korea, the resu lts  of a February poll by Senator Young 
are confusing. To the question , "should our troops be immediately with­
drawn from K orea ,"  933 answered " Y e s , "  1125 answered "N o ,"  and 187
9 6W illiam Langer to A. I .  Orwick, April 2 ,  1951. See a lso  Langer 
to M rs. Otto G a jew sk i, April 3 ,  1951. Langer Papers.
^ N e w s  R e le a se , April 11, 1951. Young Papers. However, Young 
opposed appeasem ent. In an April 11 Senate debate regarding M ac- 
Arthur's d ism issal Young asked Senator Nixon, " is  the Senator not 
wondering what the leaders in Japan and in the Arab countries, around 
the Mediterranean Sea , and elsewhere in the world, are thinking about 
as to what the future policy of the United States is  going to b e ?  Are we 
going to abandon completely the policy of no compromise with com­
munism, as practiced by MacArthur, and turn completely to that of 
A ch eso n 's --o n e  which in my opinion means appeasement and more 
ap p easem ent?"  Congressional Record, 82nd C o n g .,  1st s e s s .  , XCVII, 
3653 . See a lso  Milton Young to Caleb Johnson, June 23 , 1951 and 
Young to Olaf Erickson, June 2 0 , 1951. Young Papers.
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were undecided.^8
W hile the sa cr if ice  of human life was uppermost in the minds of 
some who opposed the war, several persons felt that the war was being 
fostered to profit a few. A Leeds resident told Senator Langer:
You Sen Langer put up a good-fight here in N. Dak against 
big b u ssen e ss  so take of your coat & give them the work's in 
Washington to ,  as the paper's & the radio te l l s  us a ll  the time 
they [the government or big business] are shipping a ll kinds of 
war stuff to those country's that are against u s-S o  try & stop 
that anyw ay. ^
A Grand Forks man remarked:
We want our boys home from Korea -  why were they sent there 
to fight and d ie ?  Is it to protect big in terests  there?  And is 
that why we are going to war in Europe again too . Doesn't 
Washington have a heart and soul any longer, -  W here 's the 
freedom they talk  about ?100
A farmer's wife from Napoleon declared:
I s t i l l  wonder just why our boys are suffering & dieing in 
Korea. I heard quite a no. of older people ta lk .  They say in 
future wars we schould take men from 40 y r s . and the real big 
rich guys should be put up in the front lines then we'd have 
lasting peace and I agree with them 100%. Even in war i t 's  
mostly boys from the so -ca l le d  litt le  guys that have to do the 
dirty work for the rich man. 101
"Senator Young Reports Answers To Questionnaire To North 
D a k o ta n s ,"  Langdon, Cavalier County Republican, February 22 , 1951, 
p . 4 .
q q
Elmer Sulland to William Langer, February 1, 1951. Langer 
Papers. [Spelling and grammar errors in original.]
^ ® L . K. Johnson to William Langer, February 3 , 1951. Langer 
Papers. [Punctuation errors in original.]
M rs. Albert B. Schauer to Milton Young, February 12, 1951. 
[Spelling and grammar errors in original.]
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A Christine resident v ilif ied  the "p rofiteers" :
It is  significant that the top o ff ic ia ls  in the government 
alw ays seek the advice of the captains of industry, or 
international bankers . . . . The six  la s t  presidents of the 
United States ca lled  on Baruch for ad v ice . And what 
happened? We have fought with the army, navy and air 
force a ll  over the world ever s in c e ,  and spend not only 
b illions of dollars of money, but killed and crippled 
thousands of our young men.
W hile the war-weary youths 
On the battle fie ld  fa l l ,
The Profiteers dance 
At the victory b a ll .
A W ishek couple of German-Russian extraction declared:
We are tired of seeing or boys killed & giving them. No 
other country send their boys 7000 m iles away to fight a 
war like the last  two w ars. Of course the rich fellow 
wouldn't make a ll the money they do know. This is just 
a money making war and we don't give our boys for that, 10 2
A Flaxton farmer had a remedy for the inequity he saw: "I say if the big
moguls want war and our boys must give their blood, it is  not asking too
much for the rich to give their w ealth. I sa y , DRAFT WEALTH !
102 O. S . Gunderson, Letter to the Editor, Bismarck Leader, 
March 2 9 , 1951, p. 4 .
103Mr. and M rs. Wm. Gruebele to William Langer, April 14, 
1951. Langer Papers. [Spelling and grammar errors in original.]
^^H enry Benge, Letter to the Editor, Bismarck Leader, April 5 , 
1951, p. 4 .  See a lso  Benge to Leader, February 15, 1951, p. 4 .  For 
similar views see letters to Langer from M rs. L. G . Herpel, R o lla , 
March 31 , 1951; and George Austin, New England, April 3 ,  1951. 
Langer Papers. Also Lyell P. M iller, C avalier , Letter to the Editor, 
Grand Forks Herald, February 10, 1951, p. 13. M rs. Lila Meagher 
Rosencrans, Fordville , to Burdick, February 5 , 1951. Burdick P ap ers .
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North D akota 's  Congressional delegation critic ized  profiteering.
In a Senate speech on March 1 during which Langer touched on many 
topics he cr itic ized  those Americans who traded with the enemy:
Today, with our boys dying in Korea, the newspapers te l l  
about thousands of tons of s tee l  and other war material being 
shipped to Hong Kong, so that it can be sent to the Communists 
in China. What a wonderful administration we have. That kind 
of thing is permitted to go on. Steel is  being sent there so 
that great profits can be made. That s te e l ,  Mr. President, will 
return in the bodies of our boys. 105
Earlier, on February 5 , Langer called  for a draft of w ealth. 106 Qn
April 18, 1951 Representative Usher Burdick introduced a resolution to
prevent traffic  in war materials with America's enem ies. 10?
Some North Dakotans, disgusted with the high co st  of global 
defense and wars like that in Korea, advocated building a "fortress 
America. " Herbert Hoover's ideas of military and diplomatic retrench­
ment were very popular. Referring to Hoover's id e a s ,  a Valley City man 
remarked: "I sure agree with him. "108 a Grand Forks resident declared:
IQ^Congressional Record, 82nd C o n g .,  1st s e s s . , XCVII, 1739.
^ ^ Congressional Record, 82nd C ong. , 1st s e s s . , XCVII, 2193 .
After his February 5 proposal was defeated he introduced another 
resolution on March 9 , 1951 calling for conscription of w ealth. Langer 
attempted to have th is  resolution added to a draft b ill  then being 
studied. Congressional Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s .  , XCVII, 2196 .
10^Congressional Record, 82nd C ong. , 1st s e s s . , XCVII, 4 1 11 .
lOOjohn Piehl to W illiam Langer, February 10, 1951. Langer 
P ap ers .
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"I think that Taft and Hoover should be supported in their efforts of 
keeping American ground troops in the U .S .A .  "H 9  A Grand Forks realtor 
asked "why not follow Mr Hoover's id eas . A Durbin man believed
th at , "[we should] accep t the Hoover plan, and bring our boys home 
from Korea, and mind our own b u s in e ss .  " H I  A Bismarck woman who 
was Parliamentarian of the North Dakota chapter of the National 
Federation of Business and Professional Women's Clubs wrote to Langer: 
"[I request] that you work for the passage of the Hoover Plan. We MUST 
do something to right the things what our heads (in W n.) e t .  a l .  have 
gotten us into th is  awful mess ! Nuff sed . "H 2
Senator Langer told an Alexander woman, "I am emphatically for 
endorsing the stand taken by former President Hoover. . . . and I will 
do everything I can to back it in every possib le  way. "H 3
Sotne thought the United States should not be a "global defender. " *1
^ ^ M r s .  G. B. Gullekson to W illiam Langer, February 13, 1951. 
Langer P ap ers .
S . Severson to W illiam Langer, February 2 1, 1951. Langer 
Papers. [Punctuation errors in orig inal.]
H ^ w . F. Buchholz to W illiam Langer, April 1, 1951. Langer 
P ap ers .
1 1 ? M rs. Alfred Zuger to W illiam Langer, May 2 4 ,  1951. Langer 
Papers. [Capitalization and grammar errors in orig inal.]
113w illiam  Langer to M rs. Otto G ajew sk i, April 3 ,  1951. Langer 
Papers. In a Senate speech Langer said: "I agree with nearly every word 
of what Herbert Hoover has said in his la s t  two sp e e ch e s . " Con­
gressional Record, 82nd C o n g .,  1st s e s s .  , XCVII, 1205.
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A Grafton resident declared prophetically:
They ca lled  on American blood to free Korea. They will 
ca ll  for more American blood for Formosa, Japan, English 
Malaya and French Indo China and th ey 'l l  c a l l  for a ll  the 
American blood to make Europe free . Whose blood will we 
have to save America ? H 4
A Fordville woman told Representative Burdick:
If we keep on sending our fine American young men out to 
fight the world's b a tt le s .  . . .  At the rate they are being 
slaughtered in Korea, . . . we will not be able to muster 
sufficient forces to protect our own country against 
in v asio n . 1 ^
A Napoleon man thought the financial strain would be too great: "Let 
[Europe] protect th e m s e lf 's ,  and if they dont want [too], let Stalin 
h a v e ’m we are taxt to the bone, and put us up to protect the whol world; 
we cant doo it no matter what we doo. " H 6
A few North Dakotans advocated cutting off aid to Europe. A 
Bismarck florist told Representative Aandahl: "Lets help Europe a lo t ,  
WHEN she quits selling uncle Joe war m aterial, when she gets a litt le  
back bone and makes at le a s t  a token attempt to help h erse lf .  " i i/  A
^  "A Reader, " Letter to the Editor, Grafton, W alsh County 
Record, February 5 , 1951, p. 2 .
H ^ M rs. Sila  Meagher Rosencrans to Usher Burdick, February 5 , 
1951. Burdick P ap ers .
H^Math Gerber to Milton Young, March 12, 1951. Young Papers. 
[Spelling and grammar errors in original.]
Hoskins to Fred Aandahl, February 21 , 1951. Aandahl 
Papers. [Capitalization in orig inal.]
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Washburn man urged Senator Young to: "Start working now [so] that no
men [can] be sent to Europe, they are going to ask  for men and money
just as sure as the sun comes up in the morning. So get busy on i t .
A Leeds man said: "We should absolutely  get our of Korea with our
so ld ier-b o y 's  & not send any more of our boy 's across  to those
European-Country's ^  A D evils Lake jew eler saw a solution:
We are to put a big standing army in Europe. And we are to 
furnish most of the men. If they [the Europeans] feel they need 
or want such an army in western Europe, let them furnish their 
own manpower. They have plenty of people in Europe. ^ 0
Representative Burdick a lso  agreed that no troops should be sent 
to Europe. In February he answered the question , "sh a ll  we send 
troops to Europe, " by declaring: "I say no for the reason that there is
I O I
no invasion there and probably w ill never b e . " He told a constituent 
in May, "I am here [in Congress] . . . voting against appropriations for 
war aid to Europe and a ll  the other countries where we interfere with 
internal revolution. " ^ 2  Senator Langer said he a lso  opposed any more *1
H®R. R. Robinson to Milton Young, February 1, 1951. Young 
Papers. [Grammar errors in original.]
1 ^E lm er Sulland to William Langer, February 1, 1951. Langer 
Papers. [Grammar errors in original.]
12^George Vang to William Langer, March 3 1, 1951. Langer 
P ap ers .
1^'llJsher Burdick to Jack Dunn, Radio Station WDAY, Fargo, 
February 6 , 1951. Burdick P ap ers .
122usher Burdick to S . A. O la n e s s ,  May 2 1 ,  1951. Burdick 
P ap ers .
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aid to Europe. •*■2 3
Contrary to a ll  th is  evidence which indicated that North Dakotans 
opposed further economic and military entanglements is  the poll which 
Senator Young took in February. Some of the questions and their results 
were:
Should the United States participate in the defense of 
W estern Europe against Communist ag g ressio n ?  "Yes" 1728,
"No" 377, "Undecided" 137.
If so ,  do you favor (a) President Truman's plan, which among 
its  provisions permits the sending of unlimited troops to Europe 
without the consent of Congress ? "Yes" 191, "No" 1437.
(b) Hoover's proposal of "not another dollar or soldier until 
they (the Europeans) erect a sure dam against the Red flood" 
and the creation of a "Gibraltar" in the western hem isphere?
"Yes" 771 , "No" 592 .
or (c) T a ft 's  position , which is much the same as H oover's, 
but permits the sending of limited troops to Europe on a definite 
matching b a s is  ? "Yes" 1358, "No" 2 9 5 . ^ 4
During the February-June period press support for the war increased 
substantia lly  over that of January. The press continued to attack the 
Administration's foreign policy and blamed America's foreign problems
^ ^ In  a Senate speech Langer remarked: "Although I may be in a 
hopeless minority, I wish to say that I do not propose to send American 
boys a ll  over the earth. I voted against the appropriation of every 
dollar of money which is  going to any foreign country, with the 
exception of . . . , $ 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  to feed the naked and hungry. . . . 
Today what do we find? We find the bipartisan crowd made up of 
Democrats and Republicans alike again saying they are going to vote to 
send more and more American boys across  to Europe. " Congressional 
Record, 82nd Cong. , 1st s e s s .  , XCVII, 1206.
19 4 Senator Young Reports Answers To Quest io nnaire  To North
D a k o t a n s , ” Langdon, C av a l ier  County Re p u bl ican , February 2 2 ,  1951 ,
p.  4 .
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on the "bungling" of the State Department. Several papers cited 
MacArthur's d ism issal as an example of th is  bungling. Editors were 
evenly divided between support for and opposition to MacArthur's 
p o l ic ie s .  The press continued to attack the United Nations leadership 
and America's a l l i e s .  Great Britain incurred the most wrath esp ec ia lly  
for her continued trade with Red China. Although only the Bowbells 
Tribune opposed the war, the daily press by Spring was receptive to the 
idea of negotiation.
Some persons who wrote to their members of Congress and new s­
paper editors continued to support the war. During th is  five month 
period individual North Dakotans attacked America's "bungling" foreign 
policy makers and cited  MacArthur's d ism issal as an example of this 
mismanagement. It is  interesting to note that many persons connected 
with the University of North Dakota and some professional people 
favored Truman's actio n . Most of the letter writers upbraided Truman. 
Approximately o n e-h alf  of these  letters came from small town residents 
and the other half were evenly divided between residents of Fargo and 
Grand Forks. A few of those who deplored MacArthur's d ism issal did 
so because they approved of h is policy of massive retaliation in an 
attempt to win a d ecis ive  v ictory . Individual North Dakotans, like 
newspaper ed itors , thought that m istakes by foreign policy formulators 
rather than communist aggression were responsible for America's foreign
misfortunes. A few letter writers demanded that Secretary of State Dean
Acheson be replaced.
North Dakotans expressed some anti-B ritish  sentiment during these 
five months. It is  esp e c ia l ly  interesting that opposition to the British
stemmed from their trading with Red China and not as a result of Great
■ .
Britain 's desire to "ap p ease" the communists by giving Formosa to Red 
China and admitting the Communist Chinese to the United Nations.
Several North Dakotans opposed the war because they thought 
industrialists and financiers would profit while North Dakota lost its 
young men.
Most North Dakotans who wrote to their members of Congress and 
newspaper editors opposed the war and advocated withdrawal. Many 
favored building a "fortress America. " Senator Edwin Johnson's mid-May 
Senate resolution calling for a c e a s e - f i r e  on June 2 5 ,  1951 was popular 
among North Dakotans. There was more rural response than urban, and 
much of it came from northwestern North Dakota.
The results  of several polls taken contradict the evidence found in 
newspapers and the correspondence of North Dakota members of Congress, 
Although the letters and telegrams indicate that North Dakotans opposed 
Universal Military Training, advocated withdrawal from Korea and 
favored building a "fortress America"— the polls show that the majority 
of those polled did not accep t these  iso la tion is t  proposals. If the polls 
are a better indication of the population's attitudes it would seem that 
the letter w riters , because they took the time to write le t te rs ,  Were more
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deeply concerned than were those who simply put check marks opposite 
a lternatives on the poll questionnaires.
It is noteworthy that many persons who in their correspondence 
with members of Congress v ilif ied  American foreign policy makers, who 
opposed MacArthur's d ism issal and who opposed the war were poor letter 
w riters . It may be said that th ese  were the le a s t  well educated and 
le a s t  p rosp erous--those who would be most likely to serve in the armed 
forces and those who would be hurt by any domestic economic c r is is  
which might accompany war.
CHAPTER V
THE CONCLUSION
During the first three months of the war when United Nations 
forces were being beaten a total of eight daily and seventeen weekly 
papers supported the commitment to halt communist aggression . Several 
editors during th is  period stressed  the idea that the free world must not 
le t  South Korea become the victum of an aggressor as had Manchuria, 
Ethiopia and C zechoslovakia in the 1 9 3 0 's .  During October-Novem ber, 
19 50 when the United Nations forces were winning, press enthusiasm 
cooled . Although no papers opposed the war, only three dailies and 
seven w eeklies  spoke favorably. In December, after the Chinese 
Communists entered the fray and while the United Nations forces were 
retreating, support increased slightly--from  three dailies to f iv e . In 
January, 1951, a lso  a period of Allied retreat, press enthusiasm dropped 
off; only three papers declared their support of the war effort. It was 
during th is  two months period that the weekly Bowbells Tribune and 
daily Grand Forks Herald switched from support of the war to opposition. 
During February-June, 19 51 when the fortunes of war shifted between the 
A llies and the Communists, support for the war increased . Within this
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period three daily and nine weekly newspapers backed the commitment 
to halt aggression in Korea. During this period the Grand Forks Herald 
returned to its  early position of support of the Allied ca u s e .
During the first three months of the "police action" some of the 
interventionist Republican papers placed most blame for the outbreak of 
the Korean War on the Democratic administration, rather than on com­
munist agg ression . This attitude continued throughout the first year of 
the Korean "police actio n . " Although th ese  papers blamed America's 
entry into the war on bungling by American foreign policy makers, they 
nonetheless supported the commitment. Six papers cited the MacArthur 
d ism issal as an example of Democratic administration "bungling. " Only 
three papers, a ll  w e e k lie s ,  sustained Truman’s actio n . Despite this 
desire to halt communist aggression the four interventionist daily 
papers--tw o of which had opposed the idea of negotiation during the 
first ten months— urged accep tance of negotiation proposals during May 
and Ju n e, 1951.
Both interventionist and iso la tion is t  newspapers critic ized  United 
Nations leadership . Beginning in December, 1950 and continuing through 
June, 19 51 several weekly and daily papers expressed dismay that only 
a few of the fifty -one member nations sent troops to Korea. Criticism of 
America's a l l i e s ,  e sp e c ia lly  Great Britain, a lso  began in December. 
Several papers v ilified  the British for trading with the Red Chinese and 
because Britain advocated giving Formosa to the Red Chinese and urged
that the Chinese communists be seated in the United Nations.
The reaction of North Dakotans during the first year of the Korean 
War can best be seen in letters to newspaper editors and to North 
D akota's Congressional delegation. During the first three months 
support for, and opposition to ,  the war was evenly divided. Those who 
supported the war were from large c i t ie s  e sp e c ia lly  Fargo and Grand 
Forks. Those opposing the war were almost a ll  from small towns and 
usually were poor letter w riters. It is worthy of note that during October 
and November when the United Nations forces were winning, comment by 
letter writers on the war, both supporting and opposing i t ,  was evenly 
divided and diminished considerably from that offered from July through 
September. The conclusion that North Dakotans were not totally  com­
mitted to halting aggression is  supported by the letters written during 
December, 1950 and January, 1951 while United Nations forces retreated. 
In December, for every letter supporting the war, four opposed it .  In 
January, 1951 the ratio was eight to one opposing the war. As was the 
ca se  in earlier months, this now diminished support came mostly from 
the c i t ie s  and a few small town professional people. Opposition came 
from small town residents and farmers who were poor letter w riters.
From February through June, 1951 when the fortunes of war favored now 
the United N ations, now the Communists, North Dakotans writing letters 
supporting the American commitment were outnumbered by those opposing 
it four to one. As in previous months, support came from larger c i t ie s
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and small town professional people, while opposition was voiced by 
small town residents and farmers writing poorly constructed le t te rs .  The 
attitude of letter writers during the period December, 19 50 and January, 
1951 indicates that North Dakotans were discouraged by military s e t ­
b a ck s .  The North Dakota Sen ate 's  passage of a resolution calling for 
withdrawal of American troops from Korea provides further evidence that 
North Dakotans opposed the war. However, the decreasing opposition 
to the war during February-June, 1951 indicates that they were heartened 
by o cca s io n a l v ic to r ie s .
During December, 1950 and January, 1951 a few North Dakotans 
lauded Herbert Hoover's policy of military and diplomatic retrenchment 
and advocated building a "fortress America. " At various times through­
out the year letter writers expressed their anti-w ar sentiment by 
opposing the drafting of farmers, Universal Military Training and an 
eighteen-year-o ld  draft. A few letter writers critic ized  the United 
Nations leadership and the puny efforts by other A llies . A small number 
thought the war was being fought to profit a few. It is interesting to 
note that antagonism towards the war—whether it was opposition to 
drafting farmers, Universal Military Training, the e ighteen-year-o ld  
draft and profiteering; or critic ism  of the United Nations leadership and 
the puny efforts of America's A llies; or whether it was support for the 
"fortress America" co n ce p t- - th e se  comments came from small town 
residents and farmers more so than from any single community.
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In an an alysis  of post-W orld War II public opinion Professor 
Robert W ilkins c i te s  a 1948 poll which indicated that "townspeople and 
farmers alike favored foreign aid and the M arshall Plan. " A poll con­
ducted by Senator Young in 1949 reveals that 558 persons favored and
O
301 opposed Universal M ilitary Training. These two polls indicate 
North Dakotans had litt le  fear of overseas intervention or compulsory 
military training. It may be said that North Dakotans accepted the 
bipartisan internationalist policy as generous, perhaps C hristian , but 
lost interest when, after the first year of the Korean W ar, they saw that 
th is  policy co st  l ives  and seemed d ifficu lt , if not impossible to imple­
ment .
The views of North D akota's Congressional delegation provide a 
study in contrast. Representative Usher Burdick supported the commit­
ment to halt aggression in Korea throughout the first year of the "police 
actio n . " He was the only North Dakota member of Congress to maintain 
unqualified support for the entire year. In connection with his support 
of the war he repeatedly ca lled  for using Chiang K a i-sh e k ’s forces to 
help fight agg ression . However, Burdick denounced the United Nations 
leadership. He was disgusted that so few nations supported the cause
'''Robert P. W ilk in s , "The Non-Ethnic Roots of North Dakota Iso la ­
tion ism , ” NebraskaMUstory, XLIV (September, 1963), 214 .
^Editor ial ,  Langdon, C av a l ier  County Re p u bl ican , February 2 2 ,
1951 ,  p.  4 .
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and that the United States was forced to supply the majority of the men 
and most of the m ateriel. Irritated that Russia could c a s t  a veto in the 
Security Council thus thwarting its  e f fe c t iv e n e s s ,  Burdick called  for a 
reorganization of the United Nations to correct this d e fec t .  At other 
tim es he advocated America's withdrawal. Senator Milton Young sup­
ported the war from July through November, 1950. However, in 
December, 1950 and January, 19 51 he advocated withdrawal from Korea. 
Although Young did not sp e c if ica lly  say why he did so , it seems he 
switched his position because American troops were bearing the brunt 
of the c a s u a lt ie s .  During the February-June, 19 51 period he cautiously 
avoided any comment, neither supporting nor opposing the war. Young 
thought the Korean W ar, and America’s entry were attributable to p ost-  
World War II ineptitude on the part of Democratic lead ers . One 
example of the bungling cited by Senator Young was the adm inistration's 
"desertion" of Chiang K ai-sh ek . From December, 1950 through June, 
1951 Young demanded that Secretary Ache son, a symbol of diplomatic 
ineptitude, be replaced.
Senator William Langer neither supported nor opposed the commit­
ment in Korea. In September, 1950 he blamed America's entry into the 
fray on the ineptitude of the post-World War II Democratic administra­
tio n 's  foreign policy makers and Republican interventionists in C ongress. 
In one Senate speech he said it was a grave mistake to have joined the 
United N ations. William Langer worked for the deferment of farmers,
voted against Universal Military Training and called  for the conscription 
of wealth in February and M arch, 1951. N ew ly-elected Representative 
Fred G . Aandahl said very l i t t le .  Although he ca lled  for the removal of 
Secretary Ache son he spoke neither in support of nor opposition to the 
war.
The evidence indicates that the two main reasons North Dakotans 
opposed the Korean "police actio n " was the high cost in men and 
material and because "bungling" by American foreign policy makers 
involved America in an Asian war. It may be said that North D akota's 
opposition was probably due in part to frustration with the idea of 
having to fight another costly  war only five years after su ccessfu lly  
halting European and Asian ag g resso rs . It probably appeared to North 
Dakotans that they would again have to sacrifice  their young men in a 
war that seemed to offer only defeat. Although North Dakotans spoke 
of the "tragic m istak es"  made at Teheran, Y alta , Potsdam and la ter , 
most North Dakota letter writers were unwilling to rectify  these  m istakes 
by fighting another war. Although several interventionists cr itic ized  the 
administration most comment came from iso la t io n is ts ,  living in small 
tow ns, who were poor letter  w rite rs .
North D akota 's prairie residents found fault with Woodrow W ilso n 's  
drift towards war in 1916 and in the early 1950 's expressed d is s a t is fa c ­
tion with what they considered ineptitude on the part of post-World War 
II foreign policy makers. It would seem th ese  reactions may have been
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those of farmers or those involved in agribusiness who thought that 
foreign policy problems could be resolved with the same relative ease  
with which farming problems were handled. Perhaps these  farmers who 
found l i f e ’s problems manageable and comprehensible thought that 
problems of government could be met with the same dedication and 
e ffec t iv en e ss  with which they approached their farming operations. 
Indeed the s u c ce s s  of Representative Usher Burdick and Senator Milton 
Young, both farmers, and the s u c c e s s  of Senator William Langer, a long­
time dow n-to-earth political pragmatist would seem to warrant such a 
conclusion . As noted above many North Dakotans were hostile  to 
Washington policy makers who were so far removed from them. They 
attacked career foreign service officers like John Carter Vincent and 
John Stewart Service and university experts like Owen Lattimore and 
Phillip C . Jessu p . Some opposition may a lso  have been the result of 
antagonism of persons who had instituted features of direct democracy— 
like the in it ia tiv e , referendum and re c a l l - -a g a in s t  foreign policy 
d ecis ions in which they had no v o ic e .  All th ese  attitudes are much like 
those which Richard Hofstadter examines in the section  "The Politics  of 
Democracy, " in his book entitled A nti-intellectualism  in American L i f e . 
He explains that these  an ti- in te lle ctu a l and anti-expert attitudes began 
during Je fferson 's  administration and continued into the 1 9 6 0 's .  
Hofstadter notes : "Even in its ear lie s t  days, the egalitarian impulse in
America was l inked with a dis trust  for what in its  germinal form may be
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called  p o lit ica l sp ecia lization  and in its  later forms exp ertise . " 
in the book he notes:
Later
As popular democracy gained strength and confidence, it 
reinforced the widespread b e lie f  in the superiority of inborn, 
intuitive, folkish wisdom over cultivated , oversophisticated , 
and se lf - in tere s ted  knowledge of the literati and the w ell-to  
d o . . . . Advocates of egalitarian  p o lit ics  propose to dispense 
with trained leadership in favor of native practical sense of the 
ordinary man with its  direct a c c e s s  to truth. ^
There is  no single explanation for the dichotomy between the sup­
port for the war by large city  residents and small town professional 
p eop le--and  the opposition to the war and the desire to withdraw on the 
part of small town residents and farmers who were usually poor letter 
w riters. However, it seem s plausible that the support by small town pro­
fe ss io n a l people may have been due to their extensive higher education 
which probably made them more amenable than their small town neighbors 
to accepting new ideas like that of American involvement in an Asian war 
to halt communist agg ression . The residents of Fargo and Grand Forks 
may have been more interventionist because these c i t ie s  had better 
educational fa c i l i t ie s  than small tow ns, because they had more exposure 
to international developments through several radio stations (Grand Forks 
had th ree , Fargo had two) and because they read daily interventionist 
papers. The small town residents and farmers were likely to have had a 
poorer education, but did have the exposure to as  much radio
Richard Hofstadter, A nti-intellectualism  in American Life (New 
York: Vintage Books, 1962), pp. 1 5 1 -5 5 .
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broadcasting, probably did not read the interventionist daily papers and 
since the majority lived in a sparsely  populated grassland they were not 
likely  to absorb the more sophisticated interventionist ideas of metro­
politan res id en ts .
Only a few North Dakotans adhered to the "conspiracy" th eo ry --  
that America's entry into the war and determination to stay there were 
due to pressure from industrialists and financiers the " in te rests"  who 
stood to profit from the war. It is  probable that the few extreme an ti­
c a p ita l is ts ,  since they were almost a ll  from small towns and were poor 
letter w riters , may have been elderly persons who held th is  antagonism 
from the Nonpartisan League and Farmers Holiday Association e ra s .  The 
conclusion that North Dakota letter writers opposed the war and advo­
cated withdrawal because of the tremendous cost and because American 
foreign policy makers had bungled them into i t ,  differs from that offered 
by Professor Robert P. W ilkins who studied North Dakota's reaction to 
the European W a r, 1 9 1 4 -1 9 1 7 .  Professor W ilkins concludes that those 
North Dakotans thought the war "would benefit only the wealthy financial 
and industrialist c la s s e s  of the E ast.  . . . C losely  a sso cia ted  with this 
economic consideration was the fear that the reform movement would 
suffer, if not be destroyed, in the climate created by war.
^Robert P. W ilk in s , "North Dakota and the European W ar, 1914 — 
1917” (unpublished Ph. D . d issertation , W est Virginia University, 1954), 
pp. 3 3 0 -3 1 .
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Some scholars have concluded that earlier middle western is o la ­
tion ist  sentiment on the part of German-Americans was the result of 
sympathy for the "fatherland. " Professor W ilkins has suggested that 
anti-w ar sentiment prior to World Wars I and II was definitely not the 
result of ethnic affilia tion  between German-Americans and the enemy. ^
As noted above a great number of Germans and Scandinavians, out­
spoken iso la t io n is ts  in the two World W ars , opposed America's p artic i­
pation in the Korean "police ac tio n . " The enemies were A s ia t ic s— not 
G erm ans--but the German and Scandinavian element of the population 
held vehement anti-w ar sentiments similar to those voiced earlier in the 
century. As noted above many Germans and Scandianvians opposed 
Universal Military Training and the e ighteen-year-o ld  draft. The Korean 
War with its  demand for a three million man army was anathema to those 
whose ancestors  had fled Europe to escap e military se rv ice .  It would 
seem that a very great number of North Dakotans oppose a ll  wars whether 
the war was fought against an im perialistic  Kaiser, Nazi ag g resso rs , or 
A siatic  communists.
Having estab lish ed  the fact that North Dakotans were iso la t io n is ts  
during the first year of the Korean War and having posited some theories 
explaining their iso lationism , the question remains what kind of is o la ­
tio n ists  were th ey ?  It has been estab lish ed  that they were not the
^Robert P. W ilk in s , "The Non-Ethnic Roots of North Dakota Is o la ­
t io n ism , "  N_ebraska_Jiijtory, XLIV (September, 1963), 205-2  1.
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Economic-Progressive iso la t ionis ts  with whom Professor Wilkins d e a ls .  
Norman Graebner and Arthur Schlesinger ,  Jr. , describe a new group 
which they c a l l  the N ew -Iso la t io n is ts , who they say emerged in 1950.
Led by Senator Robert A. Taft,  former President Herbert Hoover and 
General Douglas MacArthur, these  new -iso lat ionis ts  according to 
Graebner,  became major determiners of American Far Eastern policy in 
the 1950 ' s .  The new isolat ionist  dogma had four main features:  Concern 
for the economy--Taft  wrote,  " just  as  our nation can be destroyed by war, 
it can a lso  be destroyed by a pol it ical or economic policy at home which 
destroys liberty or breaks down the economic structure of the United 
S ta te s " ;  a desire to withdraw from Europe— made popular by Hoover's 
December, 19 50 radio speech; a concern for American security in the Far 
E a s t - -a n d  a b e l ie f  that this ecurity was threatened by "erroneous policy 
[decis ions made during World War II] and that diplomatic defects  of such 
magnitude [as the fall  of Chiang Kai-shek] could not have stemmed from 
conditions in the Orient and therefore must have been s e l f - in f l ic te d " ;  
and the desire to implement a more aggressive program towards the Far 
East through unilateral action.
During the first year of the Korean War North Dakotans did not 
express  this same concern for the economy which Schlesinger and
r
Norman A. Graebner,  The New Isolationism (New York: The 
Ronald P ress ,  1956),  pp. 20-52  , p a ss im . See a lso  Arthur M.
Schlesinger ,  J r . ,  "The New Isolationism, " Atlantic Monthly, May,
1952,  pp. 3 4 - 3 7 .
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Graebner said was one of Taft 's  main worries .  A few said they were 
being "taxed to death" and four letter writers said that war would ruin 
the economy. But it appears North Dakota iso lat ionis ts  were more con­
cerned with the lo ss  of l ives than with the nation's economy. However, 
many of the same North Dakotans who opposed the war and advocated 
withdrawal from Korea, lauded Hoover's policy of diplomatic and military 
retrenchment.  Graebner maintains that the xenophobic,  chauvanist ic  
harangues of Senator Joseph McCarthy played into the hands of the new- 
iso lat ionis ts  who thought America's se tbacks  abroad were due to sub­
version within. It is interesting to note that North Dakotans did not 
denounce Washington's policy making eli te  as  communists.  Their 
avoidance of the term cannot be attributed to ignorance on the part of 
North Dakotans. The war broke out five months after Joseph McCarthy's 
Wheeling, W est  Virginia speech and the fear of communist subversion 
was becoming one of the American public 's  major concerns,  North 
Dakotans were quite well informed: They spoke knowledgeably of 
inadequately trained and poorly equipped American troops, communist 
a t ro c i t ie s ,  the disastrous Hungnam retreat and commented instantly on 
MacArthur's d ism issa l .  It appears that North Dakotans were well 
informed people who saw State Department "subversion" in the form of 
"ineptitude" and "bungling" rather than an inner coterie of communists.
It appears that the new -iso la t ionis ts  elaborated most upon their
program for the Far East:
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Since the threat to American interests  supposedly lay at home 
rather than in Asia,  only a substitution of personnel,  provided 
they were patr iotic,  would be required to compensate for 
American lo s e s  in China. Secondly, since Chiang had not been 
deprived of power by decision within continental China but 
rather by indecision within the State Department, future 
American policy should be devoted primarily to securing his 
return to the mainland where he would again be welcomed by 
the Chinese people and would again bring stabili ty to the 
Orient.  And, las t ly  since the Communist s u c c e s s  in China 
was the result of military aggression alone,  military power 
properly applied would answer the American purpose in the 
Far East .  7
North Dakotans accepted only the first of these  proposals;  that 
there should be a substitution of personnel.  They wanted a change in 
personnel not to weed out the communists so much as to rid Washington 
of bunglers.  The second feature of the new -iso la t io n is t 's  doctrine, that 
Chiang should be returned to power in order to bring stabili ty  to the 
Orient,  was not accepted by North Dakotans. While some thought 
Chiang's military forces should be used they did not specify that Chiang 
had to be returned to power. In fa c t ,  it appears that many persons were 
indifferent towards Chiang K ai-shek 's  fa te .  One or two called him 
"corrupt" and a " fa s c is t  h a s - b e e n .  " Even Representative Burdick who 
advocated using Chiang's troops did not say Chiang must be reinstated; 
nor did Senator Young who said State Department bungling led to Chiang's 
demise. The third feature, that unilateral military power would help 
reinstate  Chiang and provide a deterrent to Communist aggression,  was
7Graebner,  The New Isolationism, P. 52 .
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soundly re jected by most North Dakota letter writers ,  who were vociferous 
in their opposition to the Korean War and their demand for withdrawal. 
Although many North Dakotans lauded Herbert Hoover's policy of military 
and diplomatic retrenchment and many called for a change of personnel 
in the State Department, most North Dakotans wanted no part of the new- 
iso la t io n is t ' s  desire to halt communist aggression in the Far E a s t - - th e y  
wanted no part of either co l lec t ive  or unilateral "b ig -s t i c k "  diplomacy.
It is interesting to note that even the interventionist p re ss ,  some of 
which deplored the "desert ion" of Chiang and supported the commitment 
in Korea, advocated accepting negotiation offers in May and June, 1951. 
Milton Young switched from support of the war to opposition, and only 
Usher Burdick of North Dakota's  Congressional delegation continued to 
back the commitment. It appears that North Dakotans, a rugged, 
independent lot living on a sparsely populated grassland did their own 
thinking. They were i s o la t io n is ts ,  but not the n e w - is o la t io n is t s .
APPENDICES
APPENDIX A
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION "L
AConcurrent Resolution Memorializing the Congress of the United 
States to support and strengthen the United Nations.
WHEREAS, the United Nations organization was formed in 194 5 
"to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war";  and
WHEREAS, there are at this time no enforceable world laws 
restraining the rulers of nations from building armaments for the pur­
poses of military conquest and domination of other peoples;  and
WHEREAS, the United States  Government was formed to secure for 
our people the right of freedom from foreign domination; and
WHEREAS, all  the major wars in which we have taken part have 
been fought for the maintenance of this principle both for ourselves 
and for other peoples;  and
WHEREAS, it was for the maintenance of this  same right that the 
forces of the United Nations were sent in to Korea; and
WHEREAS, it is se l f -evident  that without sacrific ing our freedom 
and our way of l ife this nation cannot continue indefinitely to bear the 
principal burden of upholding this right against  highly armed nations; 
and
WHEREAS, it is  se l f-evident that this  right can only be secured 
to all  people , including our own through a world organization endowed 
with sufficient power to prevent aggression.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the House of Representa­
t ives  of the State of North Dakota, the Senate concurring therein;
That the Congress of the United States be and is hereby memorial­
ized and petitioned to affirm American leadership in permanently
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securing this right for all  people by proclaiming that it shall  henceforth 
be a fundamental ob ject ive  of the foreign policy of the United States to 
support and strengthen the United Nations and to make it so strong and 
sound in structure with powers limited but adequate to preserve peace 
and prevent aggression that al l  nations will forsake the means of war 
and the right to wage it for the larger right of just  and equal protection 





to the Sp 
Senators
IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies  of this Resolution be sent 
sident of the United Sta tes ,  the Secretary of State ,  to the 
sident as  the presiding officer of the United States Senate,  
eaker of the House of Representatives and to each of our 
and Representatives in Congress.
Leo S t i c k a ,
Speaker of the House.
Kenneth L. Morgan, 
Chief  Clerk of the House.
Ray Sch n e l l , 
President of the Senate.
W . J .  Trout, 
Secretary of the Senate.
APPENDIX B
SENATE RESOLUTION 1
Resolution cal ling upon Congress and the President to withdraw 
our troops from Korea, develop a strong home defense ,  and unify 
American views on foreign policy.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA, 
That the Congress and the President of the United States are respec t ­
fully urged to take immediate action for the following purposes:
1. To withdraw al l  troops and military personnel from 
Korea;
2 . To recognize the principle that no polit ical or military
commitment with respect  to foreign policy that may involve 
the lives of Americans is binding upon the people of the 
United States unless  it is first approved by the Congress;
3.  To strengthen our continental defenses and prepare for 
ef fect ive action when the safety of our Nation is 
imperiled;
4 .  To provide leadership on foreign policy in which the 
people may have the utmost confidence; and
5. To provide the people of the United States with rea l is t ic  
information so that public opinion may crystal l ize  in the 
form of a unified and unselfish foreign policy that history 
will  applaud.
6. To d is a sso c ia te  ourselves from the Korean policy,  a policy 
which has brought to our youth the tragedies of war without 
a candid recognition of the ex is tence  of a state of war, a 
policy which has made us the policeman of the United 
Nations without the United Nations assuming full respon­
sibil ity for the eventualit ies of police act ion,  a policy 
which r isks war without first determining whether the 
o b je c ts  sought are worth the risk or a wil lingness to accept 
the risk when encountered.
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That a copy of this resolution be signed by the president and 
secretary of the senate and sent to the President of the United State 
the Secretary of State ,  and to each Congressman and Senator from 
North Dakota.
Ray Sch n e l l , 
President of the Senate.
W .  J .  Trout, 
Secretary of the Senate .
APPENDIX C
The Bismarck Leader , January 18, 1951, p. 1, printed the North 
Dakota Senate resolution calling for end to war profiteering.
NPL Senators Ask End of War Profiteering
A concurrent resolution petitioning the Congress of the United 
States to pass legis la t ion requiring total conscription of manpower and 
wealth.
WHEREAS, war is  a national catastrophe,  wherein men are forced 
into involuntary servitude, without respect  to their personal w ish e s ,
AND WHEREAS, it is unfair and undemocratic to require a part of 
our c i t izens  to be forced into the service of their country, without the 
same and equal conditions being required of all  of the people,
AND WHEREAS, many men and women are required to submit to 
virtual dictatorship in the se rv ice ,  while those remaining at home are 
permitted the liberty and comforts of c iv il ian l i fe ,  with the advantage 
of amassing wealth due to the conditions arising from the situation for 
which others are giving their l i f e ' s  blood.
AND WHEREAS, the id e a ls ,  for which war is waged, should be 
shared by al l  patriotic Americans, and likewise the sacr i f ices  incurred.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE 
OF NORTH DAKOTA, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING 
THEREIN, that we do hereby petition the congress of the United States 
to pass legis la t ion requiring total conscription of al l  American c i t izens  
and al l  wealth, with equal remuneration to each individual, whenever 
the United States shall  be involved in any war; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State forward 
copies  of the resolution to the North Dakota delegation in Congress.
Ray Sch n e l l ,
President of the Senate.
W .  J .  Trout
Secretary of the Senate.
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APPENDIX D
Concurrent resolution urging that the draft of es sen t ia l  agricultural 
labor be kept at a minimum and not materially reduce esse n t ia l  agri­
cultural production and the harvest and care of agricultural resources .
WHEREAS it is absolutely es sen t ia l  for the best  interests  of the 
people of the United States and of the State of North Dakota that maxi­
mum and uninterrupted production of al l  agricultural crops and livestock 
ordinarily raised and grown in the State of North Dakota be maintained 
during the period of the present emergency; and
WHEREAS to produce and harvest a crop in North Dakota and 
otherwise to engage in agricultural pursuits to the maximum capacity 
of the farmers of this State ,  it is  absolutely necessary  that adequate 
help be avai lable  on the farms of this State;  and
WHEREAS it now appears to be the policy of se lec t ive  service to 
draft and induct into the service of the United States farm boys essen t ia l  
to the operation of the farms of the State of North Dakota and to the 
production of the maximum amount of crops and the proper harvest and 
care of our agricultural resources;  Now, therefore,  be it
Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Thirty-second 
Legis la t ive Assembly of the State of North Dakota (the senate concurring 
therein ) , That we do hereby urge and request that the drafting of 
e s se n t ia l  farm help in the State of North Dakota be kept at a minimum, 
and that no farm boys or farm help be drafted or inducted into the 
service of the United States  where such draft will  materially reduce 
the operation of farm units to maximum capacity;  and be it further
Resolved, That veterans of World War II who are now actively  
engaged jin farming be given priority over nonveterans insofar as  
agricultural deferments are concerned; be it further
Resolved, That the Director of Se lect ive Service be apprised of 
the action of the thir ty-second legis la t ive assembly by the adoption 




Resolved, That a copy of this  resolution be forwarded to the 
entire congressional delegation from the State of North Dakota.
Leo St icka,
Speaker of the House.
Kenneth L. Morgan, 
Chief Clerk of the House.
Ray Schnell ,  
President of the Senate.
W . J .  Trout, 
Secretary of the Senate .
APPENDIX E
President Truman's d ism issa l  of General MacArthur prompted a 
greater response than any other single incident during the first year of 
the Korean War (all of the letters  cited below were written in 1951). 
Senator Langer received more mail than any other North Dakota member 
of Congress.  He received approximately 30 letters  lauding Truman's 
action and 140 upbraiding him. Persons who lauded Truman's action did 
so for one of several reasons .  A few thought MacArthur had been 
insubordinate,  several thought only the President could formulate foreign 
pol icy ,  and some thought MacArthur would get the U .S .  too deeply 
involved in war. It is interesting to note that much of this response 
came from professional people.  See a letter to Langer from several UND 
faculty members: Charles W . Bullard, Henry J .  Tomasek, Sam Hagen, 
Ross B. Talbot ,  Louis G. Geiger,  George F. Lemmer, John Parker,
Robert P. W ilk ins ,  W . P. Jones ,  J r . ,  Robert A. Caldwell ,  Warren S. 
Owens, S.  Donald Robertson, J .  Walter Cobb, Elwyn B. Robinson, 
Raymond L. Gorden, Charlotte Gorden, W . E. Koenker, J .  A. Staples ,  
Charles L. Crum, April 14. Letters to Langer from John Marshall 
Wetmore, economics instructor,  UND, April 14; Arthur W . Munk,
W es ley  Col lege ,  Grand Forks, April 15; A. C .  Van W y k , Superintendent 
of Schools ,  Bismarck, April 13; Reverend Thomas Boltin,  Sacred Heart 
Church, Scranton, April 13; Herschel Lashkowitz,  Fargo attorney,
April 24; Charles N. G la a b , UND student, April 13; and Keith Hamilton, 
UND student, April 15. Also letters  from Oliver Rosenberg, New 
Rockford, April 27;  Delores Halldorson, Grand Forks, April 12; Mr. 
and Mrs.  Paul Peterson, Grand Forks, April 18; E. C .  W ilson ,  Grand 
Forks, n . d . ;  Leo Nelson, Sheyenne, April 11; Carl Brandt, Fargo,
April 15; and Mr. and Mrs.  Robert S. Bi ll ings,  Fargo, April 11. Langer 
Papers.  See a lso  letters to Burdick from Ray Thompson, W alcot ,
May 2 6; and O. S.  Ellevold, Wil liston farmer, June 2 .  Burdick Papers.  
See a lso  Lyell P. Mil ler,  Cavalier ,  Letter to the Editor, Grand Forks 
Herald, May 11, p.  3; and H. F. Gierke,  Watford City ,  Letter to the 
Editor, Bismarck Leader , June 7,  p. 8.
Letters supporting MacArthur and denouncing Truman revealed a 
variety of opinions. Some said MacArthur's dismissal  showed a bungling 
foreign pol icy .  See letters to Langer from A. L. Pushor, Lisbon dentis t ,  
April 11; Harry R. Cook, Minot plumber, April 11; Francis H. Schol,  
Northwood, April 12; L.  E. Boddy, Grand Forks, April 13; Reverend 
A. O. Mathison,  Leonard, April 13; and V. A. Soderquist,  Columbus, 
May 10. Langer Papers.  See a lso  Clarence G. Meed, Lisbon attorney,
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to Usher1 Burdick, April 12.  Burdick Papers.  Some North Dakotans 
backed MacArthur and called for Acheson's removal. See letters to 
Langer from Mrs.  Bert Nordbu, Grand Forks, April 11; G .  R. Jacobi ,
Grand Forks, April 11; Theodore A. Campangna, Fargo life insurance 
underwriter, April 11; L.  E. Boddy, Grand Forks, April 13; Mr. and 
Mrs. Emil Gruebele,  W ishek ,  April 14; E. T. Conmy, Fargo lawyer,
April 18; and Howard Connolly, Devils Lake hardware dealer ,  April 30.  
Langer Papers.  See a lso  letters  to Burdick from L. G. Pratt,  office 
supplies dealer ,  Fargo, April 11; Orville G. Erickson, Hunter,
April 11; Mrs. M. D. Borke, Lisbon, April 12; Hillard J .  Karlstad, 
et a l . , Grand Forks, April 12; Emil Frederick, Garrison, April 14;
Gordon L. Hunt and twenty-one others,  Fargo, April 16; and Joseph 
Wehri,  Glen Ull in,  April 22 .  Also Dick Breshahan, C asse l ton ,
April 11; Leonard F. Klein, Kenmare, April 11; W . A. Reed, Bismarck 
salesman, April 11; James A. White ,  a former school teacher from 
M apes ,  April 11; D. W . Baldwin, Langdon, April 11; Louis L. Vovotny, 
Wundmere, April 11; Kenneth Kuhn, W il l is ton ,  April 12; Ernest V e t te l , 
Caledonia , April 12; Phyllis Melin and Phyllis W il liams,  Hillsboro,
April 20 .  Burdick Papers .
Several North Dakotans thought that Great Br i ta in--because  of her 
trading interests  with Red China or because she wanted to relinquish 
Formosa and seat  Red China in the U . N . — was somehow responsible for 
the decis ion to relieve MacArthur. See letters  to Usher Burdick from 
Earl I .  I s a a c s o n ,  Grand Forks, April 12; and Max M. Konig, Grand Forks, 
April 13.  Burdick Papers.  See a lso  letters to Langer from Robert E.
Cook, Cavalier ,  April 11; Walton S.  Russel l ,  Mandan, April 11; Mrs. 
Harold Howard, Dunn Center,  April 11; Grace Brat lee , Leeds,  April 12; 
Harm Page,  Hunter, April 12; and Jacob Skarphol, Fargo, April 25.
A few supporting MacArthur cal led for bombing Communist China. 
See letters to Langer from Curtis W. Crane,  a veteran from Westhope,  
April 11; Courtney F. Schley,  management department, UND, April 12;
R. P. Trubey, automobile salesman,  Fargo, April 13; Jenlin Englerth,
UND student, April 15; and Mr. and Mrs.  Carl A. Lindgren, Grand 
Forks, May 8 . Langer Papers .
Some called for hearings to investigate the firing. See letters  to 
Burdick from E. Maine Shafer, Chairman, National Affairs Commission, 
Fargo Chamber of Commerce, April 13; and Earl I .  I s s a c s o n ,  Grand 
Forks, April 12. Burdick Papers.  See a lso  letters  to Langer from 
Coleman Glover,  Bismarck, April 11; and Nick Bingert, Hebron,
April 11.  Langer Papers .
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A few wanted MacArthur reinstated. See letter to Burdick from 
Florence M. Hawkins and Rubby M. Godfrey, Fargo, April 11. Burdick 
Papers.  See a lso  letters to Langer from Theodore A. Campagna,
Fargo, l ife insurance underwriter, April 11; and Kenneth Kuhn, W il l is ton,  
April 12. Langer Papers .
Several persons cal led for withdrawal from the U .N .  See letters  
to Burdick from R. L. Cole ,  Cogswell ,  April 12; and Max M. Konig,
Grand Forks, April 13. Burdick Papers.  See letters  to Langer from 
D. W .  Baldwin, Langdon, April 11; and Mr. and Mrs. Carl A. Lindgren, 
Grand Forks, May 8.  Langer Papers.
Some praised MacArthur but took no other stand. See Daniel C. 
Dittmer, UND psychology professor to Fred Aandahl, April 16. Aandahl 
Papers.  See letters to Langer from J .  W .  Cummins, Fargo, April 11;
J .  E. Y. Krueger, Minot Credit Bureau manager, April 11; Nels G. 
Johnson, no address ,  April 11; and Mrs. Henry Christianson and twenty- 
nine others of Belf ie ld 's  American Legion Auxiliary, April 12; Joseph 
W oel l ,  Casse l ton  attorney, April 12; Arlene R. Kapfer, Grand Forks,
April 13; Charles and Eula B. Halverson, Jamestown, April 19; and 
Mrs.  E. Beecher,  Fullerton farm w i f e , June 16. Langer Papers .
North Dakota 's  Congressional delegation a lso  commented. Sena­
tor Young remarked; "General MacArthur cognizant of recent develop­
m e n ts , and lacking direction from his superiors,  did what any sensib le  
leader would do in proposing a meeting with Chinese Communist field 
commanders."  News R elease ,  April 11. Young Papers.  Representative 
Burdick remarked that MacArthur was right in saying that the U .N .  
could not win in Korea. Burdick added that Russia was the main enemy. 
News R e le ase ,  Bismarck Leader, April 19,  p. 3.
Later,  referring to MacArthur's Congressional testimony, Burdick 
remarked; "If General MacArthur had not appeared on the scene when 
he did, in all  probability Formosa . . . would have been delivered to 
the Communists of China, . . . We would have completely surrendered to 
the Reds of China, and lost  an island that is a strategic part of our 
Pac if ic  D e f e n s e s . "  News R elease ,  May 24 .  Burdick Papers.  Represen­
tat ive Aandahl's statement was noncommittal. After stating that 
MacArthur should return and report to the people,  Aandahl added; "In 
the d ism issa l  of General MacArthur, we have certainly suffered an 
unwise loss  of a colorful and able leader,  one who held the respect and 
admiration of the Asiatic people,  and who . . . [fought against] the 
abusive wave of spreading Communism." Congressional Record, 82nd 
C o n g . ,  1st s e s s .  , XCVII, A199 1 -1 9 9 2 .  No comment indicating Senator 
Langer's views was found.
APPENDIX F
If there was a typical isolat ionis t  during 1950-1951 it was probably 
J.  W . Enger, manager of Enger Fuel Company, O ak e s ,  North Dakota.
"July 8 ,  1950
"Dear Bill
"The news sounds as  if the United States has to fight the Koreans 
a lone .  Why did they send our troops in to fight with out anything to 
fight with. Why didn't the U . S .  have tanks there.  Why did the United 
States  Commander recommend no tanks in Korea. What does the U .N .  
stand for. Are they going to sit  on the sidel ines and watch the U . S .  
kids get killed off.  Bill you better look into th is .
"Yours truly 
"JW Enger"
"August 14,  1950
"Dear Bill
"The people who have son 's  that will  have to go to war are going 
to demand the use of the A Bomb. The ministers are demanding the use 
of the A Bomb in their sermons and all  we hear from Washington is its 
in humane. When we write our Senators asking them to press  for the 
use of the A Bomb, all  we get is an answer that amounts to Nuns.
"As long as  the Koreans north border is open, our men power 
alone cant win, we will have to kill  5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  Koreans 1 2 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  
Chinese and Manchurians, all  supplied by Russia to win this Korean 
war, and by that time we wont have enough men left  in the U S to 
defend our borders.
"Anyone who is against  the use of the A Bomb should be c la sse d  
as  a Communist and treated accordingly Both you and Young have been 
silent  too long on the war i s s u e ,  N. Dak. has not heard a peep from 
either one of you since July 1st ,  or before.
"Every week we read where our captured boys are shot with their 
hands tipd to their back ,  st il l  the A Bomb is in humane. At Lake 
S u c c e s s ,  the Russian Malik is there only to delay our A Bomb ti l l  its 
too l a t e .
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"Believe it or not Bill 9 5% of the people in this U . S .  are ashamed 
of the entire set up in Washington D C.  Our young lads that dont know 
what the score is are being butchered & burned a l iv e .  Why are not you 
men in Washington doing your b it ,  give them weapons we have to fight 
with, or get them home The Kremlin can soo afford to pension Atcheson.
"I dont think any one in our Intel ligence dept, has been sober long 
enough in the past ten years to give any help to our field commanders 
today. . . .  Its nothing unusual to hear remarks on tra ins ,  busis or any 
other gathering [places] even from some of the Democrats ,  saying that 
its too bad that the portoricans didn't accomplish their mission [of 
assa s s in a t in g  President Truman]. . . . None of these  people [in North 
Dakota] would do a thing like that ,  but they are certainly hopeing for it ,  
and the number is increasing, and its the first time in my life that I 
have ever hears remarks like that toward our president.
"Yours truly 
"JW Enger
" P . S .  By the time you get this letter a few more thousands of our boys 
will  have been tortured to death If you dont have an intelligent reply 
skip i t .  "
"1/2/51
"Dear Sen. Young
"Do you think there is anything the people can do above the heads 
of our state dept and the President to stop this ungodly slaughter of our 
boys in Korea.
"We are fighting Russia and China where they wanted us to on the 
Korean front, the boys are dieing to save the face of our state dept and 
president Truman, we cant l ick China & Russia in Korea, not even with 
our total war and 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  fighting men. Dean Atcheson is more 
interested in British investments than in our boy's  as  long as  Nationalist 
China wants to invade South China why dont our lawmakers get the lead 
out of their pants and do something anout th is .
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"Stalin turns on the green light in Russia ,  Truman does the same 
in the U . S .  Tel l  me, which is the worse of the two e v i l s ,  no one seem 
to trust either one. . . . The public with the aid of the American Legion 
is  without a doubt going to ask for a change in our policy of fighting 





"Dont let them have any 18 yr o lds ,  and dont let them have one 
more boy for Korea, or Europe, take an example from Sweden & 
Switzerland, defend our s e lv e s ,  as  soon as we take that stand Europe 
will start to look out for herself .
"As long as  we continue to wheel the baby, France and England 





"See Mrs Rogers report, a lso  national Legion News, both see it 
the same. Atcheson, Hiss & Atlee worked the U . S .  into this m ess ,  and 
al l  three are afraid McArthur would uncover their racket .
"If the A Bomb had been used on the Reds second drive, This war 
would have been over and we would have saved 3 5 ,0 0 0  of our best 
troops. Our lo se s  are higher than in world war 2.
"Keeping nationalist  China out, is a British idea through Atcheson 
& Marshall  & H iss .  Atcheson & Marshall  should be forced to tes t i fy  on 




Bib liographical  Aid
This aid is designed to a s s i s t  the researcher who is  interested in 
reading the actual correspondence between North Dakotans and their 
members of Congress.
Senator Milton R. Young's Papers 
Tuly-September, 1950
For comment on foreign policy makers and foreign policy decis ions 
see  Box 22 , Folder File Interel (International Relat ions) . For comment 
on the war see Box 2 8 ,  FF Public Relations; Box 29 ,  FF U . S .  Gov't — 
General;  and Box 29 ,  FF Publicity.  Comment on Universal Military 
Training may be found in Box 34 ,  FF U . S .  Gov't — Selective Service.  
Senator Young's press r e le a s e s  are in Box 29 ,  FF Publicity.
October-November, 19 50
For comment on foreign policy and foreign policy makers see 
Box 2 2 ,  FF Interel and Box 2 9 ,  FF U .S .  Gov't .  Comment on the war 
may be found in Box 36 , FF General ,  and for comment on Universal 
Military Training see Box 34 ,  FF U .S .  G ov't— Selective Service.
December, 19 50
Crit icisms of foreign policy decis ions  may be found in Box 2 2 ,  FF 
Interel;  Box 74 ,  FF Interel; Box 34 ,  FF U .S .  Gov't — State Department 
and Box 67,  FF U . S .  Gov't — State Department. For comment on the war 
i t se l f  see Box 29 ,  FF U . S .  Gov't ; Box 2 9 ,  FF Publicity;  Box 36 ,  FF 
General and Box 37,  FF General.  Senator Young's press re le ases  are in 
Box 2 9 ,  FF Publici ty.
Tanuary, 19 51
Criticism of foreign policy decis ions may be found in Box 67 , FF
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U . S .  Gov't— State Department, and Box 74 ,  FF Intere l-G eneral . War 
crit ic isms are filed in Box 66, FF U . S .  Gov't and Box 74, Interel-General .  
Milton Young's press r e le a se s  are in Box 71 ,  FF Publicity.
February-June, 19 51
For critic ism of foreign policy decis ions  and of the war i t se l f  see 
Box 74 ,  FF Interel,  and Box 66, FF U . S .  Gov't .  For comment on Uni­
versa l  Military Training see  Box 77 ,  FF Legis la t ive .  Milton Young's 
press re le a se s  may be found in Boxes 70 and 71, FF Publicity.
Senator William Langer's Papers 
July-September, 19 50
For comment on the war see Box 9 1, FF Korea. For comment on 
Universal Military Training see Box 2 63 , FF U . M . T .
December, 1950
Comment on foreign policy and the war may be found in Box 47 7, 
FF Foreign Policy 1 5 -2 0 .  For comment on the draft see Box 476 ,  FF 
Draft. Comment on the drafting of farm boys may be found in Box 4 7 7 ,  
FF 12-Farm Deferments.
Tanuary, 1951
Comments on the war may be found in Box 4 8 2 ,  FF Korea. Foreign 
policy comments are filed in Box 477 ,  FF Foreign Policy, 1 6 -2 0 .  For 
comments on the draft see Box 476 ,  FF Draft, 11-14 and Box 4 8 3 ,  FF 
Select ive Service ,  1 1 -1 3 .  Correspondence pertaining to the drafting of 
farm boys is in Box 4 77,  FF Farm Deferments.
February-June, 19 51
Correspondence pertaining to the war can be found in Box 4 8 2 ,  FF 
Korea. Foreign policy comments is in Box 477 ,  FF Foreign Policy, 
1 6 -2 0 .  For comments on the draft see Box 476 ,  FF Draft 12-13 and 
Box 483 , FF Select ive Service ,  11 -1 3 .  Universal Military Training
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comments is fi led in Box 483 ,  FF Military Service ,  1 8 -1 9 ,  and Box 494 ,  
FF U . M . T .  1 3 -1 5 .  The comments concerning MacArthur's dismissa l  are 
in Box 4 8 3 ,  FF MacArthur 2 - 5 .
Representative Usher L. Burdick's Papers 
July-September, 1950
For comment on the war see Box 2 3 ,  FF Korean War and Boxes 24 
and 2 5 ,  FF Significant Correspondence. For Universal Military Training 
comment see Box 14, FF U . M . T .  Representative Burdick's public 
statements are in Box 31 ,  FF News r e le a s e s .
October-November, 1950
Representative Burdick's public statements are in Box 31 ,  FF 
News r e l e a s e s .
December, 1950
Representative Burdick's public statements are in Box 3 1, FF 
News r e l e a s e s .
Tanuary, 19 51
For comment on the war see Box 2 4 ,  FF Personal Correspondence. 
Comment on American foreign policy is filed in Box 7,  FF Foreign and 
International Affairs . Correspondence regarding Universal Military 
Training is in Box 14, FF U . M . T .  Representative Burdick's public 
statements are in Box 32 ,  FF News r e l e a s e s .
February-Tune, 1951
Correspondence regarding the war may be found in Box 7,  FF 
Korea and Box 2 5,  FF Personal Correspondence. Comments on American 
foreign policy are filed in Box 7,  FF Foreign Policy,  Box 7,  FF Foreign 
and International Affairs and Box 2 5,  FF Personal Correspondence. For 
comment on Universal Military Training see Box 14, FF U . M . T .
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Correspondence regarding MacArthur's dismissal  may be found in Box 17, 
FF MacArthur. Burdick's public statements are in Box 32 ,  FF News 
r e l e a s e s .
Representative Fred B. Aandahl's Papers 
January, 1951
For comments on the war and American foreign policy see Box 3,  
FF Foreign Policy.
February-Tune, 1951
For comment on the war see Box 5,  FF 12-Korea and Box 7,
FF 3-P e t i t ion s .  For comment on Universal Military Training see Box 6,  
FF 9 - U . M . T .  Correspondence concerning the MacArthur dismissal is 
filed in Box 5 ,  FF 12-MacArthur D ism issa l .  Representative Aandahl's 
views may be found in Box 7,  FF 4 -P ress  and Radio Statements,  and 
Box 7 ,  FF 5 -S p e e ch e s .
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Grand Forks Herald 
Tamestown Sun 
Mandan Daily Pioneer 
Minot Daily News 
Valley City Times-Record 
W illiston  Daily Herald
W eek lies





Cavalier County Republican (Langdon)
Divide County Journal (Crosby)
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Emmons County Record (Linton)





McKenzie County Farmer (Watford City)
Mott Pioneer Press
Mountrail County Promoter (Stanley)
Mouse River Farmers Press (Towner)
Napoleon Homestead
Nelson County Arena (Michigan)
New Rockford Transcript 
Normanden (Fargo)
North Dakota Farm Bureau News (Fargo) 
North Dakota Union Farmer (Jamestown) 
Oakes Times
Pierce County Tribune (Rugby)
Ransom County Gazette (Lisbon)
Renville County Farmer (Mohall)
Richland County Farmer-Globe (Wahpeton) 
Sargent County News (Forman)
Stee le  County Press  (Finley)
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Steele  Ozone
Turtle Mountain Star (Rolla)
W alsh County Record (Grafton)
W ells  County Free Press (Fessenden)
W illiam s County Farmers Press (Williston)
Newspapers Read from June 25 , 1950-D ecem ber 31 , 1950 
Which Were Not Quoted
Ashley Tribune




Griggs County Sentinel-Courier (Cooperstown)
Hatton Free Press 
Hazen Star
McLean County Independent (Garrison)
Billings County Pioneer (Medora)
Benson County Farmers Press (Minnewaukon)
New Leipzig Sentinel





Grand Forks Herald 
Minot Daily News
W eeklies





Bowman County Pioneer (Bowman)
Cavalier County Republican (Langdon) 
Divide County Journal (Crosby)
Edgeley Mail 
Killdeer Herald
McKenzie County Farmer (Watford City) 
Normanden (Fargo)
North Dakota Farm Bureau News (Fargo) 
North Dakota Union Farmer (Jamestown) 
Pierce County Tribune (Rugby)
Richland County Farmer-Globe (Wahpeton)
Sargent County News (Forman)
W a ls h  County Record (Grafton)
252
W ells  County Free Press (Fessenden)
Newspapers Read from Tanuary 1, 1951-Tune 30 , 1951 
Which Were Not Quoted




Emmons County Record (Linton)
Foster County Independent (Carrington)
Griggs County Sentinel-Courier (Cooperstown)
La Moure Chronicle
McLean County Independent (Garrison)
Mott Pioneer Press
Mountrail County Promoter (Stanley)
Nelson County Arena (Michigan)
New Leipzig Sentinel 
Steele  Ozone
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